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4SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

4From Rabbi Holtz’s Study
FRIDAY, APRIL 4 
6:00pm Family Shabbat Dinner by 
reservation only 
7:00pm Family Shabbat Service with 3rd 
Grade Service

SATURDAY, APRIL 5 
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service

11:00am Baily Michael Levin, son of 
Lawrence and Marianne Levin, will be 
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

FRIDAY, APRIL 11 
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service with 
Torah Reading

SATURDAY, APRIL 12  
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service 
11:00am Kira Gleit, daughter of  
Jonathan Gleit and Kimberly Marcus, 
will be called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah 

TUESDAY, APRIL 15 
9:00am Conservative Passover Service

FRIDAY, APRIL 18 
6:00pm Reform Shabbat Service 
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, APRIL 19 
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service 
with Kiddush

TUESDAY, APRIL 22 
9:00am Conservative Passover Service 
with Yizkor

FRIDAY, APRIL 25 
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, APRIL 26 
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service 
11:00am Dylan Seymour, son of Michael 
and Rhona Seymour, will be called to 
the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

CANDLE LIGHTING
Friday, April 4   7:05pm 
Friday, April 11  7:12pm
Monday, April 14  7:16pm
Tuesday, April 15  8:17pm
Friday, April 18  7:20pm
Sunday, April 20  7:22pm
Monday, April 21  8:24pm
Friday, April 25  7:27pm 

Our carts are overflowing with all of the 
items we need for seven days with no 
leavened foods. [How the prohibition grew 
from bread to so many other foodstuffs is 
another article entirely!] And even if you 
don’t change everything, it’s a safe bet that 
you’ve got lots of extra stuff on hand, for the 
seder and beyond. And it’s a sure thing that 
we will have more than enough to eat, 
which, unfortunately, is not true for much of 
the world.

Two years ago we started a new program 
here called “Every 1 Counts,” a reimagining 
of the old custom of counting the Omer. The 
Torah tells us to count 49 days from the 
second night of Passover. The 50th day is 
Shavuot, the festival marking our ancestors’ 
arrival at Mt. Sinai and the revelation of the 
Torah. Rather than using barley sheaves for 
the counting (when was the last time you 
saw one of those?) we use boxes and cans of 
food. Each family does it at home, and then 
brings the collected food to TBA to be given 
to the hungry.

The end result of this project is the gathering 
of thousands of pounds of food for the food 
pantry. BUT, that is really not the point of the 
exercise. If it were, I could just as easily have 
asked you to donate several bags of groceries 
all at one time and be done with it. It would 

be a lot less work all around. However, 
though the result is a great act of tzedakah, 
the point is to help each of us who partici-
pates get a sense of what this 49 day period 
might have meant for our ancestors. And 
even more, for each of us to have our own 
profound and meaningful spiritual journey 
during those seven weeks. The food collec-
tion, along with the opportunity to think 
about why we should do it at all, is the ritual 
we are using to accomplish that.

Below you’ll find the reading that we will  
use to conclude the counting of the Omer  
on erev Shavuot, June 3. I hope that reading 
it in advance will give you a sense of what 
your participation in Every 1 Counts can do 
for you.

“For our ancestors, these forty-nine days 
marked a real, physical journey, from Egypt to 
Mt. Sinai. But it also was a spiritual journey: 
from freedom to commitment; from the 
chaos of the crossing of the Red Sea to the 
structure of the Torah; from forced slavery 
under Pharaoh to voluntary service to God.

Tonight, we once again affirm our accept-
ance of the Torah, and of the commitment it 
requires of us to do God’s work in repairing 
the world.

Dear Friends,

As Passover approaches, the annual pilgrimage 
to well-stocked Pesach supermarkets in  
Brooklyn and Rockland has begun.

continued on page 4
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Temple Beth Abraham
25 Leroy Avenue 
Tarrytown, NY 10591
Tel: 631-1770  Fax: 631-7872  
www.tba-ny.org

DIRECTORY
Clergy/Senior Staff

Rabbi  David K. Holtz 
rabbi@tba-ny.org  ext. 17
Cantor  Margot E.B. Goldberg 
cantor@tba-ny.org  ext. 11
Director of Temple Operations Stuart P. Skolnick 
sskolnick@tba-ny.org  ext. 13
Educational Director  Pamela Barkley 
pbarkley@tba-ny.org  ext. 22
Rabbi Emeritus  Dr. Paul Siegel
Youth Director  Zachary Bronstein 
youthgroup@tba-ny.org

Office Staff
Bookkeeper Maggie Lissy 
bookkeeper@tba-ny.org  ext. 14
Facilities Supervisor  Larry Murray 
lmurray@tba-ny.org  ext. 25
Asst. Facilities Supervisor  Jaime Valencia 
jaime@tba-ny.org  ext. 26
Clergy Coordinator Irene Metz 
clergyassistant@tba-ny.org ext. 19

Office Volunteers
Melissa Baer Librarian, Beulah Tishelman
Joan Fine 

TBA Board of Trustees
President  Liza Karsten
First Vice President  Dave Pomeranz
Second Vice President  Gayle Aaron
Secretary  Marla Peers
Treasurer  Leonard Hyman
Immediate Past President  Allison Fine

Committee Chairs
Adult Education  Risa Swersey
Board of Education  Mark Polisar
Board of Education  Jen Greenspoon
Caring  Dave Pomeranz
Finance  Len Hyman
Fundraising and Development  Jennifer Schwartz
House  Neil Bruckner
Israel  Marla Peers
Member Services  Loren Ratner
Member Services  Meredith Siegel
Ritual  Herb Baer
Tikkun Olam  Phyllis Leary
Tikkun Olam  Kimberly Marcus

Trustees
Alan Berkson Jodie Lane       Rick Misrok
Karen Filler Lori Kaufman        Mel Savitch
David Greenspoon Glenn Markowitz  Jamie Wilson
Julie Gur
 
 
 
 

TORAH READING 
April 4-5   Metzora Leviticus 14:1-15:33
April 11-12  Acharei Mot Leviticus 16:1-18:30
April 18-19  Chol Ha-Moed Pesach 
 Exodus 33:12-34:26; Numbers 28:19-25
April 25-23  Kedoshim Leviticus 19:1-20:27
 

 

Notes from 
Cantor Margot E.B. Goldberg 4

Shalom!   

I am so pleased to invite you to join us here at TBA on May 10 at 8:00 to honor  
our “Chai Plus” members and to welcome internationally acclaimed singer Shuly 
Nathan. The Member Services and Israel Committees are working hard to bring us 
all together to celebrate those who have been members at TBA for 18 years or  
more and to share with us the flavor of the music of the State of Israel. Shuly’s  
website says:

“when songwriter and composer Naomi Shemer had listened to a radio program 
she knew that Shuly’s voice was the one to sing her new song about Jerusalem, 
commissioned by then Mayor Teddy Kollek. Shemer demanded that Shuly sing at 
the Israeli annual Independence-day song contest held in Jerusalem. It was to be 
sung during the intermission as an out of contest song, to entertain the audi-
ence. The song was so well received, it cast a shadow over the whole contest, 
and Shuly was asked to sing it again while the whole audience stood and sang 
with her. The song’s name was “Jerusalem of gold”. Two weeks later the 6 day 
war (1967) broke out and the song became the hymn and prayer of that war, 
especially the yearning for Jerusalem to be freed and reunited. “Jerusalem of 
gold” being so beloved became an “unofficial hymn” of Israel, only second to 
the “Hatikva”. 

At that time Shuly was still serving in the army, and was singing for the troops. 
After the 6 Day War was over “Jerusalem of Gold” was the bestselling record of 
all time, being heard at every Jewish household. The song was translated to  
40 languages and sung all over the world. 

That started a new chapter in Shuly Nathan’s life, bringing her fame and a 
prolific career both in Israel and beyond. True to her self Shuly’s repertoire 
includes traditional and contemporary Hebrew songs of many Jewish  
communities as well as in Yiddish, Hassidic, and Ladino songs. 

May 10 at 8:00pm will be an amazing evening. Join us to honor our longstanding 
members, to meet new people, to celebrate the music of Israel, and to be with  
your TBA family.

L’shalom, 

Cantor Margot E.B. Goldberg
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Spend	  some	  time	  with	  history…	  
Rabbi	  Israel	  “Si”	  Dresner,	  activist	  and	  Freedom	  rider,	  will	  speak	  at	  
Temple	  Beth	  Abraham	  about	  his	  experience	  as	  a	  lifetime	  civil	  rights	  
activist.	  	  Rabbi	  Dresner	  was	  one	  of	  the	  original	  Freedom	  Riders	  of	  the	  
early	  1960's.	  He	  worked	  and	  walked	  alongside	  the	  Rev.	  Dr.	  Martin	  
Luther	  King,	  Jr.	  to	  confront	  and	  oppose	  racism	  and	  segregation	  in	  the	  
south.	  

Reservations	  requested.	  
There	  is	  no	  charge	  for	  this	  event	  
Donations	  gratefully	  accepted	  

Co-‐sponsored	  by	  Adult	  Education	  and	  Tikkun	  Olam	  Committees	  	  

 
Temple Beth Abraham Presents: 

Rabbi Israel Dresner 
	  

Temple	  Beth	  Abraham	  •	  25	  Leroy	  Avenue	  •	  Tarrytown,	  NY	  10591	  •	  914-‐631-‐1770	  

Sunday,	  May	  18th	  
11:30	  –	  12:30pm	  

Lecture	  
Dairy	  luncheon	  to	  follow	  

Is this seat
available?
At Passover there are those 

of us with room at our Seder 
table to welcome additional 
guests and those that would  

like to be invited. 

Do you have a spare seat at 
your table for the 1st or  

2nd night? Or would you like  
to join a family at their  

Passover table?

I hope everyone 
finds a seat!

Please contact Cantor Goldberg at 
631-1770 X11 or cantor@tba-ny.org and 
let us know how we can help you find a 

seat or invite a guest.

Each year we come together as  
a congregation to hear words of 
witness and memory. This is always 
a moving experience, and it is an 
obligation as well; an obligation  
to serve as witnesses for those 
whose lives were cut short. We  
are honored that our speaker this 
year will be Betty Knoop, who 
lived in Amsterdam and was a 
contemporary of Anne Frank. 

The service on April 27 will also 
include a memorial candle-lighting. 
The entire congregation is urged  
to attend this powerful and  
meaningful service for Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. A special note: 
Our Yom HaShoah service is always 
a very special evening. While it is 
somber, it is not frightening, and it 
is appropriate for children ages 8 
and up. In fact, it is particularly 

important that our children have 
the opportunity to hear the words 
of those who witnessed the 
Holocaust, and each year our 
speakers ask that we encourage 
children to attend. We hope that 
you and your family will join us.

Yom HaShoah Commemoration
(Holocaust Remembrance Day)

Sunday, April 27, 7:30pm
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Israel, US and the new Middle East
Sunday, April 6 at Marriott Marquis, New York

Many guests will be featured, including Ehud Ohlmert, the former Prime 
Minister of Israel, and Tsipi Livni and Avigdor Lieberman, two of the most 
influential members of today’s Knesset. 

Special discount for groups is available. If you are interested in going as 
part of a TBA contingent, please contact IsraelCommittee@TBA-ny.org and 
Rabbi@tba-ny.org

Rabbi Israel “Si” Dresner to speak at TBA
Sunday, May 18 from 11:30 to 12:30pm

“The Most Arrested Rabbi in America” will discuss his experience as a 
lifetime civil rights activist. Rabbi Dresner was one of the original Freedom 
Riders of the early 1960’s. He worked and walked alongside the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. to confront and oppose racism and segregation in 
the south.  In October, 2013, Rabbi Dresner was honored by President 
Obama and the First Lady for his courageous civil rights activism in the 
1960s. In keeping with his life-long commitment to social action, Rabbi 
Dresner used the occasion to ask President Obama to actively pursue Israeli-
Palestinian peace.

Rabbi Dresner participated in the June 13-16, 1961 Interfaith Freedom Ride 
from Washington, DC to Tallahassee, FL. The son of a Brooklyn delicatessen 
owner, he graduated from the University of Chicago (1950) and Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Theology.  After successfully completing 
the Freedom Ride to Tallahassee, the Interfaith Riders had planned to fly 
home. First, however, they decided to test whether or not the group would 
be served in the segregated airport restaurant. As a result 10 Freedom 
Riders, later known as the Tallahassee Ten, were arrested for unlawful 
assembly and taken to the city jail. They were convicted and sentenced later 
that same month; legal appeal of the airport arrests continued for years. 

Rabbi Dresner’s second arrest came a year later in Albany, Ga., where he first 
met the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. “Dr. King was in jail at the time and I 
shook his hand through the bars. I loved Dr. King. In Albany, GA, I followed 
him around like a little puppy dog,” Rabbi Dresner said.

The rabbi would be arrested two more times in 1964 during desegregation 
battles in Florida. His jail terms came during his 13 years at Temple Sha’arey 
Shalom in Springfield Township, NJ, where Reverend King twice spoke to 
the congregation. The Temple Board of Directors commended him for his 
involvement each time (although not unanimously).  

Rabbi Dresner continued his civil rights activism and advocacy throughout 
his career as a reform Jewish rabbi.  He retired in 1996, but continues to be 
passionate about equal rights and peace.

Registration is requested for this event.   Please contact Temple Beth Abra-
ham at (914) 631-1770 for further details and to RSVP. 

SAVE THE DATE!

Celebrate Israel Parade
Sunday, June 1 at 11:00am on 5th Avenue NYC

Details to follow on how to participate with the TBA contingent. 

TBA Featured Events 4
The Omer period also marks an agricul-
tural event – the barley harvest. As 
winter ended, our ancestors planted 
crops and prayed that the harvest would 
be a good one. In effect, they prayed 
for freedom from hunger, and they 
brought sheaves of the new crop to 
God as a thanksgiving offering. 

Today, our food collection serves a 
similar purpose: each day in the Omer 
period we give thanks that we have 
enough to eat, and we bring an offering 
to help others enjoy that same freedom 
from hunger.

As we conclude the counting of the 
Omer, we understand that we have 
shared our ancestors’ journey, from 
Passover to Shavuot, from Egypt to 
Sinai, from slavery and want to free-
dom, commitment and prosperity.

May this journey remind us of the 
blessings we enjoy and of our obligation 
to share them with others.

At Passover we said, “May all who are 
hungry, come and eat.” Tonight we 
have brought our Omer collection – may 
those who are hungry be sustained by 
this offering.

We offer thanks, O God, for the 
blessings which fill our lives, and for the 
opportunity you have given to us to be 
Your partners in the work of perfecting 
the world. May our eyes, our hearts and 
our hands always be open to Your 
children who are in need, and may we 
have the strength to continue this work 
for many years to come.

Peace and blessings, 

Rabbi David Holtz

Rabbi continued from page 1
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Please join our 12th graders 
as they graduate from 

Temple Beth Abraham’s 
Religious School  

Friday, May 2 at 7:00pm


This will be a special service with participation  
from these incredible students as they reflect  

upon their years spent at TBA.

We are headed  
to Israel

August 17-28
Join us for the  

spiritual and spirited
guidance of Rabbi David.

See exciting and off the 
beaten track Tel Aviv 

and Jerusalem.

Children are welcome.

Sign up now. 
Deadline is fast 
approaching!

To sign up contact  
israelcommittee@tba-ny.org 
and for further information 

including pricing. 

EMILY CARTER
MAXWELL FREIMAN

REBECCA HERSHMAN
JACK NIENALTOW

ARAM PEERS
HANNAH PRINCE
MADISON RIFKIN
TESS WEITZNER

RACHEL Z IVE

Tickets are $12.00 in advance, 

$18.00 at the door.  

Online purchases at http://tba-ny.

org/shuly-nathan-concert/
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TBA’s Alternative Gift Guide is 
available at www.tba-ny.org 
Experience the joy of giving 

to others in need. 
Please go to the Tikkun Olam page  
or contact tikkunolam@tba-ny.org 

and we will send you one.

T  H  A  N  K  Y  O  U

Tikkun Olam 4

Volunteer Opportunity
Shalom Yisrael is a grass roots organization that began  
over 20 years ago to help wounded Israeli soldiers. Their 
focus later changed to terrorist victims and, in the last few 
years, has moved to first responders (nurses, social workers,  
psychologists) who work with victims of rocket attacks from 
Gaza. Shalom Yisrael brings eight women to Westchester f 
or two weeks, to stay at people’s homes, make almost daily 
trips to the City, and spend several days in Washington, DC. 
Shalom Yisrael is looking for host families, as well as  
volunteers to chaperone excursions to Manhattan and 
Washington, DC. The first responders, will arrive Sunday, 
April 27, and leave on Sunday, May 11 (Mother’s Day). Each 
needs a host family for two weeks, minus the days they will 
be in Washington, DC. While the first responders will be 
busy, they would be thrilled for company on Shabbat and  
several weeknights. 

If you are interested in hosting or in being a driver for 
weekday trips to Manhattan, please email m.peers2@  
verizon.net with your availability. 

SAVE THE DATES 

Tikkun Olam Meetings  
Sunday, April 6, 9:00am-10:00am in 
the Library
Sunday, May 4, 9:00-10:00am  
in the Library

Senior Luncheon with  
Hebrew Home at TBA 
Sunday May 4, 12:00 noon 
Volunteers will be needed!

Rabbi Israel Dresner will 
speak at TBA 
Sunday, May 18, time and more 
information to come  
http://www.thejewishweek.com/arts/
film/rabbi_was_freedom_rider
UPCOMING  
A Breakfast Run date will be coming 
soon. We’ll keep you posted.

March 2014 COC DINNER
A big “Thank You” to all of the contributors 

and attendees of the March 2014 COC  
dinner. The dinner runs because of you.  

We very much appreciate your time  
and effort expended. Thank you to Toby 

Helfenstein and Judi Markowitz for  
co-chairing the event.

BLOOD DRIVE
Thank you to all of the donors and  
volunteers. The success of the blood  

drive is because of you!

Thank you!
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Looking for a way to do good? 
“Adopt a Family” La Asociacion

What is Adopt A Family? Each month  
“La Asociacion” selects a family that is 
going through a particularly difficult 
time. Two TBA families volunteer to 

purchase a suggested list of supplies. 
The supplies are delivered to Jennefer 

Schifman’s home which is near TBA. She delivers the 
supplies to the family in need. Cost? The cost seems to 
average around $50.00 per family. We would love to 
have some new families join us in the “Adopt a Family” 
program!

Many thanks to Jen and Steve Kasoff and Marilyn and 
Bob Harris for their generous donation of supplies in 
February. The harsh weather makes these supplies 
even more needed and more appreciated than usual. 

Thanks for your continued support of this worthwhile 
endeavor. —Jennefer Schifman

Contact tikkunolam@tba-ny.org or 914-631-1770.

Crafts for a Cause
Our meeting will be on Friday,  
April 25 in Ardsley, NY  
10:30am -12:00 noon

It’s such fun to knit. We make  
beautiful things for various causes and 
at the same time have fun  
knitting together. We have the sup-

plies. Any donations of yarn and knitting needles are 
always appreciated. 

Questions? Please RSVP to Joyce Licker,  
CraftsforaCause@tba-ny.org, for the address. 

Support the Food Bank of Westchester
In order to streamline our ongoing 
food donations, we will now offer 
designated times when food will  
be collected throughout the year. 
During off times, donations can still 
be brought to the Food Pantry at the 
Christ Church at 43 South Broadway  
in Tarrytown, and left in their lobby. 

The cart will no longer be housed in the TBA Coat 
Room, so that we can free up space for actual coats 
(and other timely collections). Thank you for your 
donations and support. 

Any questions? Contact tikkunolam@tba-ny.com or  
914-631-1770. 

family 
shabbat dinner

FRIDAY, may 2 aT 6:00pm

Family Shabbat SERVICE With 

High School Graduation at 7:00pm

The main course is chicken. You may have pasta instead if requested at  
the time reservations are made. Dinners are by reservation only and will be  
accepted by mail along with your check. Your check will be your reservation. 
Please note that reservations will not be taken over the phone or after the 

deadline. Please make your check payable to TBA and return by  
Monday, April 28.   

 

MAY 2, 2014
Family Shabbat Dinner

Adults $14.00; Children 2-12 $8.00

 number of chicken dinners:           adult            child  

 number of pasta dinners:           adult            child   

name 

phone

amount of check enclosed



Join TBA for a Great Evening to Celebrate Yom HaAtzmaut

Celebrate Israeli Independence Day!
The evening begins with a wonderful Israeli buffet. Then a brief 

celebratory service will be held including an inspiring short film about Israel. 
We will then hear from our guest speaker, Dr. Eric Mandel.

Monday, May 5   Dinner: 6:15pm   Presentation & Program: 7:00pm

Donations to the Israel Committee to help defray the cost of this event are greatly appreciated!

RSVP by Wednesday, April 30

Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone number:________________________________  E-mail: ______________________________

Total attending ______. Number of Israeli buffet dinners ______. Number of pizza dinners ______.

Please return this form by Wednesday, April 30 to: Temple Beth Abraham, Yom HaAtzmaut, 25 Leroy Ave, Tarrytown, NY 10591

Celebrate Israeli Independence Day!
The evening begins with a wonderful Israeli buffet. Then a brief

celebratory service will be held including an inspiring short film about Israel.
We will then hear from our guest speaker, Dr. Eric Mandel.

Monday, May 5   Dinner: 6:15pm   Presentation & Program: 7:00pm

Donations to the Israel Committee to help defray the cost of this event are greatly appreciated!

RSVP by Wednesday, April 30

Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone number:________________________________  E-mail: ______________________________

Total attending ______. Number of Israeli buffet dinners ______. Number of pizza dinners ______.

by Wednesday, April 30 to: Temple Beth Abraham, Yom HaAtzmaut, 25 Leroy Ave, Tarrytown, NY 10591
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Passover begins with the first Seder on  
Monday April 14 and continues through 
Monday April 21 in the Reform tradition or 
Tuesday April 22 in the Conservative tradition.

1st day, Tuesday, April 15 at 9:00am join us for  
Conservative Passover service 

8th day, Tuesday, April 22 at 9:00am join us in the 
Conservative tradition with Yizkor 

On the eve of the fourteenth of Nissan, the first Seder 
night, Jews all over the world assemble with family mem-
bers and friends in homes or public places to commemo-
rate the deliverance of the Israelites from Egyptian bond-
age over thirty-two hundred years ago.

The Seder ceremony is comprised of many elements of 
historical narration and ritual, special foods and hymns. 
They follow one another in a certain order - in fact, the 
word Seder means order - just as they have for hundreds of 
years.  It’s easy for one or more members of the household 
to conduct the Seder, and for everyone at the table to 
participate, because everything to be done and to be said 
is compiled in one book, the Haggadah.  With a little 
preparation, anyone can lead a Seder!

Passover Service Schedule and Helpful
Information for a Joyous Passover 

Never Fear, Last Minute Passover Basics are Here! by Rabbi Sally J. Priesand

Download a coloring page at http://www.friendsacrossamerica.com

continued on next page
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Mechirat Hametz (Selling One’s Hametz)

I                 herby authorize Rabbi David Holtz to dispose of all hametz that may be in my 
possession wherever it may be—at home, place of business, or elsewhere—in accordance with the requirements of Jewish Law 
as incorporated in this special contract for the “Sale of Hametz”.

home address, city, state, zip

business address, city, state, zip

signature date

Have a wonderful holiday! If you have any questions 
about Passover, please don’t hesitate to contact Rabbi 
Holtz or Cantor Goldberg. We’ll be glad to try to help 
you make your Passover holiday very special. 
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Adult Education 4

Torah Study: Wednesdays at 10:00-11:00am  
Rabbi Holtz leads a class every Wednesday morning in the Library 
from 10:00-11:00am. The class goes at its own pace through the Five 
Books of Moses in English. No previous knowledge is required and 
you can join in at any point in the cycle. 
Saturdays at 9:00am during Conservative Services.

Mah Jongg: Mondays at 1:00pm
Beginners gather at TBA to play Mah Jongg on Mondays.  
Email adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there are enough players.  
$2.00 per session for non-members.

Jewish Cultural Festival: April 1 at 7:00pm 
The Tzedek Youth Choir  
This group of children from Israel will be performing for the first 
time ever in the United States at Temple Beth Abraham. Entrance 
fee: $10.00/person or $25.00/family (includes refreshment) to benefit 
TZEDEK. Checks should be made payable to “JCC on the Hudson” 
and mailed to: JCC on the Hudson, Attn.: RJC Cultural Festival, 371 S. 
Broadway, Tarrytown, NY 10591.  Tickets also available at the door.
TZEDEK has been helping Israel’s disadvantaged children since 1982 
regardless of ethnic origin, race, or religious beliefs.

Jewish Food For Thought with Rabbi David Holtz 
Wednesdays, April 2 and May 28 at 7:30pm
Please note the date change. Hanan Harchol will join us on May 28.
Based upon the current exhibition “Hanan Harchol: Jewish Food for 
Thought” at the Hebrew Union College, Jewish Institute of Religion, 
New York. Explore everyday spiritual themes, through a Jewish lens.  
We will view Mr. Harchol’s animated short films, and have a chance 
to enjoy a taste of the exhibition as well as have meaningful guided 
discussions about these themes with Rabbi Holtz. Free for members. 
$5.00 per session for non-members. RSVP adulted@tba-ny.org.

Movie Mavens: April 12 at 7:00pm
When Do We Eat?  
The “world’s fastest Passover Seder” gone horribly awry. When Ira’s 
son Zeke drops a hit of ecstasy into his father’s meal in hopes of  
opening the old man’s eyes up to a “new perspective,” the once  
curmudgeonly father turns into a modern day Moses intent on lead-

continued on next page
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ing his clan to the promised land of family forgiveness. Of course it 
would be easier to part the Red Sea. Rated R, Pictures from the Fringe, 
2005, 86 min. Free for members. Non-members $5.00. Coffee and  
Dessert served. Call the Temple office at (914) 631-1770 or email  
adulted@tba-ny.org to RSVP.
PLEASE NOTE: The Movie Mavens for Saturday May 10 will be  
cancelled to accommodate a special event from the Israel Committee.

Women’s Circle: April 25, 5:45pm 
Ends in time for Reform Shabbat services at 7:30pm 
Celebrate, study and explore Jewish Women’s issues. You do not have 
to read or prepare in advance. Life experience is the only tool you’ll 
need. Members and non-members welcome. Please call the office or 
email adulted@tba-ny.org to RSVP.
 
COMING NEXT MONTH  

Jewish Yoga: May 4, 4:30-6:00pm
Opening to Who We Are…A Journey from Passover to Shavuot:
Through gentle, Jewish yoga, brief meditation and chanting, we will 
journey from limitation and fragmentation to a more liberated, ex-
pansive self-expression and wholeness. (Handouts distributed)
Workshop led by Susan Kronish Grotenstein, RYT, Registered Yoga 
Alliance Teacher, Graduate of the Institute for Jewish Spirituality Yoga 
Training
No prior yoga experience necessary. All are welcome. Please bring a 
yoga mat and water bottle, if you have them.
Workshop fee required by April 13, $18.00 (member) $22.00 (non-
member). A minimum number of participants is required to run this 
program. Please make checks payable to “Temple Beth Abraham” 
and mail to 25 Leroy Avenue, Tarrytown, NY 10591 or call the Office 
(914) 631-1770, to register with a credit card.

Book Club: May 9 at 10:00am
Liar’s Gospel by Naomi Alderman
From Booklist: Storytelling is the lying art; a tale can’t be separated 
from its teller’s motives. This premise underlies Alderman’s daring 
new novel, which…follows four individuals who interacted with Jesus 
(here called Yehoshuah) just before the Crucifixion. His mother,  
Miryam, mourns him and his abandonment of his birth family;  

Adult Education 4 continued from page 11
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Yehuda can’t accept his charismatic friend’s intolerance for dissent 
and growing sense of entitlement and feels obligated to betray him. 
For Caiaphas, high priest of Jerusalem’s Temple, subduing one rabble-
rousing preacher is of lesser importance than appeasing Pontius Pilate 
and questioning his wife’s fidelity, while Bar-Avo (Barabbas) incites 
violence against his people’s oppressors. Fabrications about Yehosh-
uah are spoken by many, whether to entertain, mislead, or provide 
comfort to others. Alderman presents an unabashedly Jewish perspec-
tive, and she re-creates first-century Judea, a land subjugated by 
tyrannical Rome, in intense, brutal detail. Religion and politics deeply 
intertwine in this profound work, which expresses blunt truths about 
leadership while exploring the healthy nature of debate about  
one’s faith. 
Suggested donation for non-members $2.00. Call the temple office at 
(914) 631-1770 or email adulted@tba-ny.org to RSVP.

Spend Some Time with History: May 18, 11:30am –12:30pm 
Lecture and luncheon
Rabbi Israel “Si” Dresner, activist and Freedom Rider, will speak about 
his experience as a lifetime civil rights activist. Rabbi Dresner partici-
pated in the June 13-16, 1961 Interfaith Freedom Ride from Washing-
ton, DC to Tallahassee, FL. The son of a Brooklyn delicatessen owner, 
he graduated from the University of Chicago (1950) and Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Theology. After successfully com-
pleting the Freedom Ride to Tallahassee, the Interfaith Riders had 
planned to fly home. First, however, they decided to test whether or 
not the group would be served in the segregated airport restaurant. 
As a result 10 Freedom Riders, later known as the Tallahassee Ten, 
were arrested for unlawful assembly and taken to the city jail. They 
were convicted and sentenced later that same month; legal appeal of 
the airport arrests continued for years. Rabbi Dresner’s second arrest 
came a year later in Albany, GA where he first met the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr.
Rabbi Dresner was honored by President Obama and the First Lady 
for his courageous civil rights activism in the 1960s. In keeping with 
his life-long commitment to social action, Rabbi Dresner used the 
occasion to ask President Obama to actively pursue Israeli-Palestinian 
peace.  
There is no charge for this event. Reservations requested. Donations 
gratefully accepted. Please call the Temple office at (914) 631-1770. 
Co-sponsored by the Adult Education and Tikkun Olam Committees.
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The following Lifecycle 
Events reflect the known 
sorrows and simchas of 
our TBA Family from.

We have traditionally listed our 
community’s sorrows and simchas 
and would like to celebrate our 
community’s accomplishments. 
Please keep us informed of the 
tributes and accolades in your life  
so that we can share them with our 
community.

Condolences to:
Melissa Weissman on the death of her 
father Saul “Sonny” Laurance

Speedy Recovery to:
Jennifer Greenspoon
Diane Werner Osborn
Jack Biederman, father of Pam 
Barkley
Howard Paul

Donations 4
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
David and Maggie Lissy with thanks for 
your kindness and good wishes

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Rich and Marianne Isaacson a small 
token of our appreciation for your support 
and comfort. 
Dr. Sheldon and Mrs. Susan Manspei-
zer in loving memory of our father Harry 
Tannenbaum
Sondra Heller and Bertha Frutkin in 
loving memory of Joel Frutkin
Rhoda Schulweis in loving memory of
Mel Schulweis
Stephen and Linda Gerstman in loving 
memory of our lifelong friend, Marcus 
Tieman

Religious School Fund
Sheldon and Susan Manspeizer in 
loving memory of mother, Fannie  
Tannenbaum, an avid reader and educator

Temple Fund
Sally Feinsilber in loving memory of
Alan and Lorrie Feinsilber
Bermas, Goldberg, and Van Sise 
Families in loving memory of Edith Allen
Bermas, Goldberg, and Van Sise 
Families in loving memory of L. Eugene 
Marx
Cole and Claire Oram in loving memory 
of Sidney Oram
David and Michele Kaufmann in loving 
memory of Edith Morris
Diane Werner Osborn in loving memory 
of Muriel Werner
Irene Schwartz in loving memory of Leo 
Schwartz
Lillian Vogel in loving memory of Seymour 
Vogel
Martin and Saara Gallin in loving 
memory of Pauline Gallin
Paul Levy and Loren Ratner in loving 
memory of Richard Ratner

Peter and Lin Bermas in loving memory 
of Edith Allen and L. Eugene Marx
Richard and Linda Okrasinski in loving 
memory of Rose Berkowitz
Robert and Terri Shapiro in loving 
memory of Terri’s father, Alan Goldman
Stanley and Sandra Sonn in loving 
memory of Fay Sonn
The Nobel Family in loving memory of 
Marvin Nobel

Tikkun Olam 
Ida Doctor in loving memory of Louis 
Doctor

TBA Family4
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If you wish to sponsor any of the dates  
above or a date of your choice, please contact  
Neil Bruckner at nhb1955@aol.com

Conservative 
Services

Are Held 
Every Saturday 

at 9:00 AM
Warm, friendly atmosphere,  

stimulating discussion/give and take  
with Rabbi David and Cantor Margot

Bagel and Lox Kiddush  
Sponsored by the  

Conservative Kiddush Fund.

Celebrate a Simcha  
or observe a Yahrtzeit with us.

Kiddushes are scheduled for:

April 19, 2014

May 17, 2014

June 14, 2014

Be a Part of Our  
TBA History

Dedicate Our New Conservative 
Sim Shalom Prayer Books

We are excited to announce a unique opportunity to 
dedicate our new Sim Shalom prayer books. Each 

dedication will appear on a beautiful book 
plate on the book’s inside front cover.

Dedications can be purchased for a 
minimum donation of $36 each and 
may be used to honor someone special, 

commemorate a life cycle event, remember a 
loved one, or to show your support for our congregation.

Only a limited number of books are available for dedication.

DEDICATION FORM
I/We ________________________________________________________________________________

Wish to dedicate _____ Sim Shalom prayer books.  In honor of    In memory of

 ____________________________________________________________________________________
(Print exactly as you wish text to appear on book plate)

$36 each book. Discount of $5 off each group of 5 books ordered   

Total ______ Books  Total Cost $ _________________

Return this form with your contribution to
Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Avenue, Tarrytown, NY 10591 

Use as many forms as you need ✁✁

commemorate a life cycle event, remember a 

We are excited to announce a unique opportunity to 
dedicate our new 

dedication will appear on a beautiful book 
plate on the book’s inside front cover.

Dedications can be purchased for a 
minimum donation of $36 each and 
may be used to honor someone special, 

commemorate a life cycle event, remember a 

We are excited to announce a unique opportunity to 
dedicate our new 

dedication will appear on a beautiful book 

may be used to honor someone special, 
commemorate a life cycle event, remember a 

Jewish Food for Thought
with Rabbi David Holtz

Review the Hebrew Union College current 
exhibition “Hanan Harchol: Jewish Food for 

Thought”animated short films and enjoy  
guided discussions about the exhibit themes

with Rabbi Holtz.

Please note the date change. 
Hanan Harchol will join us on May 28.

Wednesdays April 2 and May 28 at 7:30pm

At Temple Beth Abraham 
Free for members, 5.00 for non-members. 



Grade-wide

Mitzvah
projects

FAM
EDUCATION

ISRAEL
PARADE

Shabbat
"teeny

Shul
Ins

Teacher
education

     and
more...

CELEBRATING PAM
and Her Innovations

SATURDAY
May 3rd, 2014

7:30 pm - 11:00 pm

VINTAGE LOUNGE
171 Main St.

White Plains, NY

@

Cocktails        Hors d’oeuvres        Dancing        Joyous Celebrating

Your support of this event will help sustain
Temple Beth Abraham as a vibrant community.

Kindly RSVP by April 12th, 2014
“Club” Attire

Temple Beth Abraham’s Annual Fundraiser

good READing 
from the TBA 

library
The Agunah 

by Chaim Grade, Fiction

Gold Meir  
by Marie Syrkin, Biography

All Rivers Run to the Sea 
by Elie Wiesel, Memoir

Patrimony 
by Phillip Roth, Non Fiction

East of the Mountain 
by David Guterson, Fiction

and for Childern
My Family Seder 

by Norma Simon

A Picture Book of Passover 
by David Adler

Pesach is Coming 
by Hyman and Alice Chanover



SPIRITUALITY SERIES  Vitality will offer a four-part series on  
spirituality presented by the Reverend Dr. Carole Johannsen, Phelps Chaplain. Programs 
are scheduled for Wednesdays in April from 9:00-10:30am in Phelps’ Auditorium. 

APRIL 2: The Grace of Aging: Growing Into Wisdom 
Beyond physical and financial health, how do we make the quality of our lives as elders as  
satisfying as possible? What are our spiritual (not religious) needs? How does psychology combine 
with pastoral care to describe the spiritual needs of elders and how they differ from spiritual needs 
at other stages of life? And how does wisdom grow out of seeking spiritual health?

APRIL 9: Forgiveness: The Struggle and the Relief 
Forgiving others and forgiving oneself is not easy at any age, but as we grow older, the burden  
gets heavier and the time shorter for doing the hard work.  How to begin.

APRIL 23: YOUR Death, YOUR Way
Imagine what you’d like to see, hear, smell, feel as you live your last days. What do you want your 
loved ones to know about your last hours? Plan your funeral so it is YOUR funeral and not generic. 
Write your obituary so it tells your story. Families are so grateful when they know what their de-
ceased loved one wanted, and we can do this creatively, and with good humor.

APRIL 30: Writing an Ethical Will
This ancient custom is essentially a letter written to your descendants that records your values and 
wishes, the knowledge of your experience, the wisdom gained. It requires a view back at your life, 
then a look forward to your legacy. 

Call 914.366.3937 to register.

Chavurah 
Celebration!
All Chavurah members, potential members and  

TBA family are invited to a potluck progressive on 
Sycamore Lane in Irvington on May 10.

Begin at the home of Mark Polisar and  
Felise Milan at 5:00pm for a potluck dinner  

for Chavurah groups and Temple members to  
get to know one another, exchange ideas, learn 

about and register for our program.
•  At 6:30pm walk next door to the home of  
Jamie and Steve Wilson for a potluck dessert.
•  By 7:30pm head over to the Temple for an 
exciting 8:00pm concert with Shuly Nathan.

RSVP at chavurah@tba-ny.org and call the Temple 
office at 914-631-1770 for additional information.

SAVE THE DATE!  Join us at the  
CELEBRATE ISRAEL PARADE 
on Sunday, June 1. The parade 

runs from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. along 
5th Ave. in NYC between 57th and 
74th Streets. For more information, 

email donna@wjcouncil.org or 
call 914.328.7001 or visit us at 

www.wjcouncil.org. 

Formerly the Westchester Jewish conference,  
A proud beneficiary of UJA-Federation of New York



4 PAGE 18

PUZZLED BY 
HOW TO CARE 
FOR AN ELDERLY 
RELATIVE
Geriatric Care Manager can help 
put the pieces together.
•  Evaluate clients level of function and make  

recommendation for home modifications,  
nursing home placement and  
home care services.

• Medicaid applications.

• Assist in cleanouts and moves.

• And much more.

Call Sue Stone-Groppe OTR/MS 
at 914-779-0031

or e-mail ssgotr@aol.com
website: www.elderservicesny.com

CELEBRATE
LIFE’S IMPORTANT MOMENTS WITH A MAZEL TOV BOND

MAZEL TOV BOND

INVEST IN ISRAEL BONDS ∙ ISRAELBONDS.COM

A Gift of Mazel Tov Bonds Helps Support Every Aspect 
of Israel’s Economy, Allowing for Advances in High-Tech, 

Biotechnology and Communications

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the 
prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated 
with investing in Israel bonds. Issues subject to availability. Member FINRA 
Photos: Aleksandr Kutsayev, Corbis, Comstock, istockphoto.com

Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds
Cynthia Blustein, Regestered Representative
999 Wilmot Road, 2nd Fl · Scarsdale, NY 10583
cynthia.blustein@israelbonds.com · 914.713.9003
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Temple Beth Abraham Bulletin
25 Leroy Avenue
Tarrytown, New York 10591

Deadlines for upcoming issues:

May 1, 2014 for June, 2014
June 1, 2014 for July, 2014

4 PAGE 20

Temple Beth Abraham Bulletin
25 Leroy Avenue
Tarrytown, New York 10591

Deadlines for upcoming issues:
September 1, 2013 for October
October 1, 2013 for November

Ensure Your Family  
Gets the Care They Deserve.
We can help get the conversation started to find the right resources and solutions for you and your 
family. For nearly a century, The Hebrew Home at Riverdale has been deeply committed to assuring 
the maximum quality of life for each person in our care.  With a full continuum of care for older 
adults, we are dedicated to ensuring the highest level of care, most comprehensive treatment and the 
personal attention that is essential to you and your family.  
  
Contact us today to begin the conversation about how to assist you. For more information, 
please call us at 800-567-3646 or visit HebrewHome.org

We adhere to the highest standard of Halacha.




