TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

4SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1

6:00pm Family Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
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From Rabbi Holtz’s Study 4

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8

6:00pm 6th Grade Family Shabbat
Dinner
7:00pm 6th Grade Family Shabbat
Services

Dear Friends,

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
10:00am Alternate Reform Shabbat
Service

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15

6:00pm Reform Shabbat Service
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
with Kiddush

FRIDAY, JANUARY 22

7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
11:00am Rachel Musman’s Bat Mitzvah
with Kiddush

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29

7:30pm Reform Shabbat Services

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Services

There are two important holidays this month: Tu B’Shevat and Martin Luther King Day.
Though they were established years and continents apart, I believe that there are actually
some similarities.
You know all about Martin Luther King Day. It is a day set aside to remember the man
who, more than any other individual, was responsible for the coalescing of the civil rights
movement. There were others, black and white, who thought as he did. But it was his ability
to articulate his dream of a color-blind America that inspired a generation — and continues
to inspire today.
Tu B’Shevat, which literally means “the fifteenth day of the month of Shevat” may be less
familiar. Known as the “Jewish Arbor Day,” Tu B’Shevat is really the “New Year of Trees”.
Like the end of the fiscal year, Tu B’Shevat marks the last day on which the fruits of the trees
in the land of Israel could be counted for that year’s Temple offering; anything which ripened
afterwards had to be included in the following year’s tithe. After the destruction of the
Temple, the holiday had only minor significance. But with the re-establishment of the State of
Israel, and within today’s rapidly growing Jewish environmental movement, Tu B’Shevat has
gained a new importance. Tu B’Shevat is seen as a day to mark the debt we owe to our
natural world, and a day to acknowledge our responsibility for stewardship of this world.
So what are the similarities? They occur on several levels. First, both were relatively minor
holidays, observed sporadically, but they have slowly grown in importance.
Second, while they both commemorate moments of past importance (a tax day and a
birthday), Tu B’Shevat and Martin Luther King Day now serve as yearly opportunities to take
stock, to ask ourselves how we are doing in areas of critical importance: our natural and our
social environments.
Most essential, though, is that both holidays represent calls to action. It is not enough on
Tu B’Shevat to recall that we once gave of the first fruits when we lived in Israel; we must
ensure that future generations have trees from which to gather fruit. We do this by personally planting trees, by recycling paper products so that fewer trees are harvested, and by
supporting the work of the Jewish National Fund. And we should also do what we can to
reduce our own contributions to global warming.
Similarly, it is not enough on Martin Luther King Day to recall that a great man once lived,
and that his dream has partly come true; we must ensure that future generations will eat of
Continued on page 5
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Shalom!
Well here I am a month and a half before my son’s Bar Mitzvah. Where did the time
go, how did he get so tall (a quote from Fiddler that I didn’t even plan) and how
did it get to be my turn to plan such a monumental occasion? I say my turn, as
opposed to ours, because I have spent time each and every day for more than 22
years prepping other people’s children for their b’nei mitzvah and I am shocked that
it is my turn. The good news is that Barry is amazing and extremely knowledgeable
and so it has been Barry who has worked with Tamir in his preparations, which is
good because this is not what Tamir and I would have been good at together. It is a
very exciting time and a wondrous thing to stand in the shoes of all of you who
have come before us as we look forward to this moment.
Quite some time ago my email box and Facebook timeline filled with a piece by
Wendy Jaffe (Wendy Jaffe is a freelance writer and the author of The Divorce
Lawyers’ Guide To Staying Married (Volt Press, 2006). She can be reached at
www.divorcelawyersguide.com and wjaffewrite@aol.com.) called The Truth
Behind Bar Mitzvah Tears. I read it, cried, and saved it for this moment. I want to
share an excerpt of it with you today because it so beautifully expresses how I feel
at this moment:
We cry because we can’t believe we are old enough to have a thirteen-year-old child.
And we cry because there are many people that we loved and desperately miss—
grandparents, aunts, uncles, and sometimes parents or friends—who passed away,
but should have been sitting among the other beaming friends and relatives that fill
the congregation.
We cry because it is one of the few times in your life where nearly everyone who
cares about you will be in the same room, at the same time.
We cry because we wasted so much time agonizing about finding the “perfect”
caterer, invitation, DJ, photographer, videographer, choreographing seating charts
(Aunt Martha can’t sit within 100 feet of her ex-husband and his new trophy wife),
finding the perfect mother of the Bat Mitzvah dress (conservative yet fashionable),
when it suddenly becomes clear that this is the moment that really mattered all
along.
We cry out of happiness that we will no longer have to listen to your endless complaints about attending Hebrew school and have to nag you to study your Torah
portion; and out of sadness that yet another chapter of your life is
behind you.
We cry because your innocent childhood years are now behind you, and the angst
filled teenage years lie ahead.
We cry because we remember all of the moronic things that we did when we were
teenagers, which could have ruined or ended our lives but didn’t, and we are
terrified that you won’t be as lucky.
We cry because we can foresee that the opinion of the kids who sit together in the
back row of the congregation, whispering during the service, and checking out each
Continued on page 5
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TORAH READING

Religious School News-Rabbi Allison Berlinger
One of the goals of the Religious School is to build community
among our students both within their grades as well as across
the grades. We work towards this goal through a variety of
programs and approaches.
Our 5th and 6th grades each have the opportunity to have a
giant sleep over at TBA. As a teaching staff we work on
creating activities that will help the kids create social bonds and well as learn a few
things outside of our classroom curriculum. I would like to share with you a short
description of a conversation that occurred during the 6th grade Shul In. We were
discussing the question of whether the Chanukah story was relevant to our lives
today, and with the Shul In happening right on the heels of the Paris attacks, our
students drew many parallels.
We reminded the students of the Mitzvah of placing a chanukiah in the window
as a reminder of the Chanukah miracle. We also talked about it being our symbol
of reflecting light and goodness out into the world.
Our students were empowered by the idea that they could do something to bring
about change in this world. They could place their chanukkiyot in their windows
and reflect much light back out into the world to counteract the darkness. Because as one of our students so aptly stated: “There is so much goodness in this
world but the bad, while much smaller, is very loud, and its loudness shouts over
the goodness. Our lights in our windows shouts the bad back down.”
Working to build more opportunity to reflect light out into the world and bring
our school community together, we have started a new tradition of All School
Tefillah. On special occasions (like the last day of Chanukah) we invite parents to
celebrate with us and we bring all of our Sunday classes together for a celebratory
tefillah celebration. We are excited to build on this new opportunity.
Sunday Clubs is a new initiative looking to help expand our TBA Religious School
community. TBA is more than a place to pray and learn Hebrew, it is a place to
play, to cook, to create, to talk, to schmooze, to make friends, to be comforted, to
be liked, to be your home away from home. Sunday Clubs is a program that helps
us achieve these goals. If your child hasn’t been able to sign up for a Club yet, I
strongly encourage that you check out our Session 3 dates.
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January 1-2		
January 8-9		
January 15-16
January 22-23
January 29-30

Sh’mot Exodus 1:1-6:1
Va-eira Exodus 6:2-9:35
Bo Exodus 10:1-13:16
B’shalach Exodus 13:17-17:16
Yitro Exodus 18:1-20:23

CANDLE LIGHTING

Friday, January 1
Friday, January 8
Friday, January 15
Friday, January 22
Friday, January 29

4:19pm
4:25pm
4:33pm
4:41pm
4:49pm

In observance of MLK
day, Temple Beth
Abraham will be closed
on Monday, January 18.
This year’s community
service will take place
at Foster Memorial
Church on Wildey Street
starting at noon.
There are no Religious
School classes on
Sunday, January 17 or
Monday, January 18.
Classes resume on
Wednesday, January 20.

Movies @ TBA

Tikkun Olam 4
Tikkun Olam would
not exist without u.
Thank you for your
time, experience,
donations and ideas.
SAVE THE DATE
Tikkun Olam Meetings
are held bi-monthly on
Sundays 9:00-10:00am in
the TBA Library.
March 13
May 15

Get info! Got ideas?
Please email tikkunolam@tba-ny.org
and join our mailing list. We send out
about 1-2 updates per month (if that)
with volunteer info and upcoming
events not listed here in the Bulletin.
Tikkun Olam would like to help make
your idea happen! Please email ideas
to tikkunolam@tba-ny.org or come to
our next meeting.
Thank you again and we look forward
to seeing you at TBA!
—Kimberly Marcus
Chair, Tikkun Olam,
Social Action Committee

Thank you to everyone
who came out to the
Food Bank Repack
November 2015!

“Adopt a Family”
La Asociacion
What is Adopt A Family? Each month
La Asociacion selects a family that is
going through a particularly difficult
time. Two TBA families volunteer to
purchase a suggested list of supplies.
The supplies are delivered to Jennefer
Schifman’s home which is near TBA.
She delivers the supplies to the family in
need. Cost? The cost seems to average
around $50.00 per family.

We would love to
have some new
families join us.
Contact: Jennefer Schifman,
TBA 914-631-1770
AdoptaFamily@tba-ny.org

Crafts for a Cause
Our next meeting will be on
Friday, January 15 at
TBA starting at 10:30am.
We make beautiful things for various
causes and at the same time have fun
knitting together. We have the supplies
but any donations of yarn and knitting
needles are always appreciated. For the
address, please RSVP to Joyce Licker:
Craftsforacause@tba-ny.org.

TIKKUN OLAM EVENTS
January 31 DOROT Winter Package Delivery Hosted by TBA
Deliver packages to homebound seniors.
March 13 Blood Drive
April
March of Dimes Walk
May
TBA’s 2nd Annual Pet Blessing and Pet Food Drive

DON’T MISS THE FUN.
SIGN UP NOW!
Lee Parker, lsparker@gmail.com

TBA
SKI
DAY

THURSDAY, MARCH 3

4 PAGE 4

Light One Candle!
Thank you to the many
families who have so far
donated over $2,300.00
as well as wrapping
paper, bows, and tape!
We will be able
to give presents to over
120 children this year!

Rabbi, continued from page 1
the good seed that he has sown. We do
this when each of us gets involved in
the fight for equal rights and equal
justice, by personally refusing to use
racial stereotypes or slurs in our own
speech and by not acquiescing to their
use by others. Rabbi Alexander Schindler, z”l reminded us that we Jews did
not achieve our rights in this country on
our own. Rather, it was because other
people of good conscience believed
that we must have those rights, and
fought for them along with us. We
must do the same for others; we can
do no less.

lucky enough to sit in the front row seats
reserved for grandparents at your child’s
Bar or Bat Mitzvah, we will cry again
too, thrilled and relieved that you had
the opportunity to cry at your own
child’s Bar Mitzvah.
Barry and I cried at our wedding and
again at Tamir’s bris and I am sure that
we will cry again at Tamir’s Bar Mitzvah.
Thank you to Wendy Jaffe for helping
me to express the emotions behind
those tears.
L’shalom,

Cantor Margot E. B. Goldberg

May our celebration of these holidays
lead us to action, and may the dreams
of the past, made real by the actions of
the present, lead to a sweet harvest for
all who come after.

A Note to our Temple Beth
Abraham community:
While it is traditional to not offer thanks
for the care received after the death of
a loved one, your words and deeds are
a mitzvah that have comforted and
supported the Siegel Family following
the death of Rabbi Paul Siegel, of
blessed memory. Your thoughts and
prayers have given us strength, and will
not be forgotten. We also express our
appreciation for all of the generous
donations in memory of Rabbi Siegel.
These contributions support TBA, the
Temple which was so important to
Rabbi Siegel for so many years.
Dr. Lorraine Siegel
Debbie, Arthur, and Fred

L’shalom,
Rabbi David K. Holtz

Cantor, continued from page 3
other’s evolving bodies, will matter more
to you in a year or two than our opinion.
We cry because we wanted to leave
the world to you in a better condition
than we found it, and that seems unachievable.
We cry because we are grateful that we
live in a country that allows us absolute
religious freedom.
We cry because millions of Jews
haven’t been as lucky.
We cry because even though we spent
hours thinking about what we would say
to you at this moment, we really just
want you to understand how much you
are loved, but the words don’t exist.
And we cry because we are frustrated
that you can’t possibly comprehend why
this day, this moment, is so compelling.
We know you won’t “get it” until you are
standing on the bema talking to your
own child many years from now. We
know this because we didn’t get it when
our parents stood on the bema of our
childhood synagogues with tears in their
eyes, with voices overtaken by emotion.
But (enter child’s name here) I can
promise you this: If your father and I are

Come join us for something a little ‘different’
Saturday, Jan. 9th, 10am - 12:30pm
Shabbat Service led by Jodie Lane, Jen Greenspoon and
Felise Milan with lots of participation, lots of explanations
and lots of fun.

A dynamic Torah service where everyone who wants to come
up for the Torah blessings is invited to come up, where we
translate and explore every line as it is read so you can
actually understand it, followed by a communal spirited
Torah discussion! (co-led by Pam Barkley & Sharon Kirschner)
playing this week at
Temple Beth Abraham...

Let my people go!

Try it ... You’ll Like It!
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Adult Education 4
Torah Study: Wednesdays at 10:00-11:00am

Rabbi Holtz leads a class every Wednesday morning in the Library
from 10:00-11:00am. The class goes at its own pace through the Five
Books of Moses in English. No previous knowledge is required and
you can join at any point in the cycle.
Saturdays at 9:00am during Conservative Services.

Mah Jongg: Mondays at 1:00pm
Beginners gather at TBA to play Mah Jongg on Mondays. Email adulted@
tba-ny.org to ensure there are enough players. $2.00 for guests.

Adult Education Interest and Planning Meeting

Sunday, January 3, 9:30am
Do you have ideas to share? A program you’d like to see happen?
Would you like to help out with a single event or maybe more?
Would you like to know more about existing programs? We would
love to have your input. Please join us in the Library.

Book Club: Friday, January 8, 10:00am

Killing a King: The Assassination of Yitzchak Rabin and the
Remaking of Israel by Dan Ephron
“In a crisp and lively narrative, Ephron [a former Jerusalem bureau
chief for Newsweek] walks the reader through the assassination itself
and its aftermath. Israel staggered and, convulsed with blame, proceeded to ask hard questions. How had one of the world’s most storied security services failed to protect an embattled prime minister?
Had the frenzied protests and the increasing incitement against Rabin-including posters with a mock-up of him in a Nazi uniform-made
talk of murder palatable?” (The N.Y. Times Sunday Book Review.)
Light refreshments served. RSVP (914) 631-1770, adulted@tba-ny.org.
$2.00 suggested donation per guest.

Movie Mavens: Ida

Saturday, January 16, 7:00pm
Anna is an orphan and a young novitiate nun in 1960s Poland. Before
taking her final vows, she visits Wanda, her only living relative, and
discovers a dark family secret dating back to the years of the Nazi
occupation. Polish, Latin, and French with English Subtitles. Rated
PG-13 Opus Film, 2013, 107 min. Free for members, Guests: $5.00 to
offset cost of refreshments. Coffee and Dessert served. Call the Temple
office at (914) 631-1770 or email adulted@tba-ny.org to RSVP.
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Women’s Circle: Friday, January 22, at 5:45pm ending in time for

the 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Celebrate, study and explore Jewish Women’s issues. You do not have
to read or prepare anything in advance. Life experience is the only
tool you’ll need. This month’s leaders are Susan Cember and Claire
Zucker. Members and Guests are welcome. Please call the Office or
email adulted@tba-ny.org to RSVP.

Save the Date: March 11-13
Suggestions of topics
you wish to learn about
or teach are welcome!
adulted@tba-ny.org

Scholar in Residence Weekend with Rabbi Rex Perlmeter
More information will follow.
Possibility of an Additional Book Club
The Adult Education Committee is considering launching an additional book club group to meet on a weekday evening. The inaugural
group would determine the day and time. If you are interested,
please contact Risa Swersey at adulted@tba-ny.org. If you do not
have access to email you can call the Temple Office at (914) 631-1770.

Fran Friedman Fund for the Enrichment of Children Presents:

Shira Kline Sunday, March 20
Mark it on your calendar now because that is the morning that the Fran Friedman Fund for the
Enrichment of Children will present Shira Kline, aka ShirLaLa, an award winning performer and
Jewish music educator, at Temple Beth Abraham.
Shira Kline, aka
ShirLaLa, an award
winning performer
and Jewish music
educator, will perform
at TBA March 20.

Shira delivers a dynamic, interactive program of joy and spirit, story and song. Raised in the world of
Jewish music and the tradition of Torah, Shira has worked for more than a decade with a diverse
array of Jewish communities to enliven rituals, holiday celebrations, and love for Jewish life and
prayer. She blends words, story and music to create a rich experience for children and adults alike.
ShirLaLa has performed in hundreds of venues including the Skirball Cultural Center in Los Angeles,
the Toronto Ashkenaz Festival, The Jewish Museum on New York’s Fifth Avenue, the Alyesha Resort
in Alaska, and stages in Canada, England, Italy, Australia and New Zealand.
Shira’s three “outrageously hip Jewish kiddie rock” albums are a favorite with the PJ Library. She
serves on the faculty of the Hava NaShira Music Institute and is also a founding company member
of Storahtelling and Lab/Shul in which she is an actor, writer, maven and ritual leader. The Jewish
Week selected Shira as one of 2011’s “36 Under 36, The New Re-Engineers” of Jewish life.
Shira’s newest eco-music recording “Earth Worm Disco,” found at RockinOutGreen.com, nourishes
the brain, body, and heart. A Parent’s Choice award winner, “Earth Worm Disco” is original and
imaginative music, stories and games that connect children to environmentalism.

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR TBA BENEFIT!

Join us as we honor and celebrate the heart and soul of
Temple Beth Abraham—Herb and Melissa Baer
Saturday, April 16 right here at Temple Beth Abraham
Food, Dancing and More! We will see you there!!
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TBA Family 4
The following Lifecycle
Events reflect the known
sorrows and simchas of
our TBA Family.
Mazel Tov to:

Susan and Jonathan Cember on the
marriage of their son Billy to Winnie
Drs. Edward and Karen Zuckerberg on
the birth of their granddaughter Maxima
“Max” Chan Zuckerberg

Neil and Wendy Bruckner in honor of
Ethan Baer’s Bar Mitzvah
Neil and Wendy Bruckner in honor of
Matthew Bergman’s Bar Mitzvah

Fran Friedman Fund for the
Enrichment of Children
Roy and Bunny Solomon in loving
memory of Micki Alter

Harriet Verter Jewish
Education Fund

Robert Gould
Bella Greenspoon
Jack Shapiro

Mary and Kristi Edleson in appreciation
of the support received from members of the
Mussar class after Bruce’s passing
Marvin and Ruda Klein in honor of Ethan
Baer’s Bar Mitzvah
Pearl Schwartz in honor of Ethan Baer’s
Bar Mitzvah
Debra and Tedd Drattell in loving
memory of Harriet Verter

Condolences to:

Light One Candle

Speedy Recovery to:

Jennie Berkson on the death of her father
Michael Brumberg
Bonnie Dunefsky on the death of her
grandmother Estelle Cohen
Anne Gerstman on the death of her
husband Abe Gerstman
Ellen Greenberg on the death of her uncle
Gus Meyer
Bonnie Lonergan on the death of her
father Fred Selsky

Donations 4

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Mark and Judith Pomerantz in appreciation of Cantor Margot’s compassion and
support
Mary and Kristi Edleson in appreciation
of the Cantor’s support after Bruce
Edleson’s passing
Morry and Naomi Silbiger in appreciation of the Cantor’s kindness shown during
Friday Evening services
Sheldon and Susan Manspeizer in honor
of Benjamin Harry Englander’s Bar Mitzvah
Marvin and Ruda Klein in loving memory
of Sarah Klein

Caring Committee

Karen and Kevin Brown in support of the
Shiva for Abe Gerstman

Conserative Kiddush Fund

Lisa Osherow Bergman for sponsoring
the Conservative Kiddush in honor of
Matthew’s Bar Mitzvah
Neil and Wendy Bruckner
Barry and Jane Agdern in honor of Ethan
Baer’s Bar Mitzvah

Jane and Barry Agdern
Melissa and Herb Baer
Miranda Beckenstein
Allison and Rob Berlinger
Bonnie and Adam Dunefsky
Melissa and Randy Eckers
Mary Edleson
Susan Weinstein and James Fowler
Cantor Margot and Barry Goldberg
Risa and Steven Goldberg
Melissa and Brant Goldsmith
Jenny Libien and Richard Goodwin
Julia and Steven Gosset
Diane and Benjamin Gross
Susan Kronish Grotenstein and
Alan Grotenstein
Julie and Hanan Gur
Marilyn and Bob Harris
Ina and David Helfand
Renee and Rabbi David Holtz
Gloria Kahn
Michael Karnes
Arlene and Stuart Kolbert
Diane and Richard Lane
Phyllis and John Leary
Joyce and Stanley Licker
Gail Mendell
Jennifer and Deusdedi Merced
Andrea and Jerry Moskowitz
Liza Karsten and Daniel Nienaltow
Valarie and David Nierman
Alison Moskowitz and Chris O’Donnell
Linda and Richard Okrasinski
Marla and Jerry Peers
Ava and Marc Pillinger
Jillian and Brian Rauer
Lucille and Leonard Rosen
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Elizabeth Ross and Bernard Tolpin
Roberta and Steve Rothkin
Jennifer and Craig Ruoff
Jennefer and Alan Schifman
Rachelle and Ross Shapiro
Simona Gross and Roger Smith
Nancy and Marc Solomon
Wendy Jeshion and Jeffrey Spar
Ilona Marsh and Mark Stein
Deb and Alan Weinstein
Judy Tygard and Mitch Weitzner
Andrea and Douglas White
Jamie and Steven Wilson

Memorial Plaque Isaac Vulej
Gail Mendell
Herb and Melissa Baer
Neil and Wendy Bruckner
Barry and Margot Goldberg
Richard and Donna Fleming

Oneg

Robert and Marion Zinman in loving
memory of Noah and Lillian Janel

Pincus Fund

Heidi Schochet Humm in honor of Ethan
Baer’s Bar Mitzvah
Marilyn Schwab & Family in loving
memory of Rabbi Paul Siegel
Robert and Eva Fischer in loving memory
of Rosa Fischer

Prayerbook Fund

Gail Mendell in loving memory of her
parents, Ada and Marvin Mendell

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Mary and Kristi Edleson in appreciation
of the Rabbi’s support and guidance after the
passing of Bruce Edleson
Mel and Lola Holtz
Barbara Barak in honor of Shira Holtz’s Bat
Mitzvah
Ellen Koch in honor of Ethan Baer’s Bar
Mitzvah
Ellen Koch in honor of Shira Holtz’s Bat
Mitzvah
Gail Mendell in honor of Shira Holtz’s Bat
Mitzvah
Marvin and Ruda Klein in honor of Shira
Holtz’s Bat Mitzvah
Roy and Bunny Solomon in honor of
Shira Holtz’s Bat Mitzvah
Sheldon and Susan Manspeizer in honor
of Shira Holtz’s Bat Mitzvah
Stanley and Harryette Helsel in honor of
Shira Holtz’s Bat Mitzvah
Martin and Saara Gallin in loving
memory of Laura Lang
Continued on page 11

2015-2016 Annual Appeal 4
Thank you to everyone
who participated in this
year’s Annual Appeal!

Marie Abramson
Herb and Melissa Baer
Barbara Barak
Laurie Bauer
Peter and Lin Bermas
Andrew and Lisa Bernstein
Mitchell Bernstein and Jessica
Halprin
Judi Biderman and Ari DeLevie
Stanley and Ruth Biloon
Beatrice Block-Iaconetti
Stephen and Geraldine Borkan
Neil and Wendy Bruckner
Randy and Chris Carter
Sharon DeLevie and Steven
Haber
Ida Doctor
Tedd and Debra Drattell
Alan and Lorrie Feinsilber
Jerome and Joan Fine
Robert and Eva Fischer
Michael Friedman
Martin and Saara Gallin
Stan and Gloriane Gamzon
Bruce Gelb and Lisa Belkin Gelb
Benjamin and Audrey Gelfand
Sondra Gold
Lynn Goldberg and Paula
Goldberg
Barry and Cantor Margot
Goldberg
Jim and Donna Goldsmith
David and Jennifer Greenspoon
Jonathan and Rebecca Greller
Robert and Michele Grossman
Bernardo and Ida Handszer
Bob and Marilyn Harris
David and Ina Helfand
Leonard and Judith Hyman
Marvin and Joyce Jeshiva
Glenn and Lori Kaufman
David and Michele Kaufmann
Rochelle Kessler
Marvin and Ruda Klein
Robin Kolodzinski
Leonard and Arleen Kratz
Donald Kumka and Jane
Silverman

Sheldon and Susan Manspeizer
Stanley and Judith Messinger
Malcolm and Marilyn Miller
Joel and Jennifer Molinoff
Jerald and Andrea Moskowitz
Daniel Nienaltow and Liza
Karsten
Chris O’Donnell and Alison
Moskowitz
Richard and Linda Okrasinski
Lee and Pam Parker
Mary Perchick
Eric and Stacy Poritzky
Arnold and Marianne Rich
Gary and Farron Roboff
Phil Rothenberg
Steve and Roberta Rothkin
Howard and Honey Sackelman
Mel and Vicki Savitch
Steven Schieffelin
Pearl Ann Schwartz
David and Cyndi Scott
Jerald and Gayle Seti
Ross and Rachelle Shapiro
Terri and Robert Shapiro
Linda Schulman
Morry and Naomi Silbiger
Bess Silverman
Marc and Nancy Solomon
Roy and Bunny Solomon
Michael Sonkin and Jill Axelrod
Jeffrey Spar and Wendy Jeshion
Alan Struth
David Tabacoff and Sheri Bloom
Ira Talbi
Lawrence and Susan Tolchin
Isadore and Doris Unger
David Warshowsky and Jessa
Kilgore
Richard Weiss and Joan Levy
Mitch Weitzner and Judy Tygard
Diane Werner Osborn
Michael Zeldes
Robert and Marion Zinman
Steven and Claire Zucker

family
shabbat dinner
Friday February 5
Dinner with 4th Grade at 6:00pm
Family Shabbat Service with
4th Grade service at 7:00pm
The main course is chicken. You may have pasta instead if requested at
the time reservations are made. Dinners are by reservation only and will be
accepted by mail along with your check. Your check will be your reservation.
Please note that reservations will not be taken over the phone or after the
deadline. Please make your check payable to TBA and return by
Monday February 1.

FEBRUARY 5, 4TH GRADE
Family Shabbat Dinner
Adults $14.00; Children 2-12 $8.00

number of chicken dinners:

adult

child

number of pasta dinners:

adult

child

name
phone
amount of check enclosed
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TU BISH’VAT
ecology day

A Message from Cantor Margot

Tu BiSh’vat is a festival of nature, full of
wonder, joy, acknowledgment and
thankfulness for God’s creation as we
anticipate the renewal of the natural
world. Linking these ideas and tikkun
olam, during this festival we consider
our obligation to care for God’s world,
of which we are the custodians, and our
responsibility for sharing the fruits of
God’s earth with all. This year, we will
celebrate Tu BiSh’vat – the fifteenth day
of the Hebrew month of Sh’vat – on
February 4.
Tu BiSh’vat was the New Year for trees.
Its observance dates back to the time of
the Mishnah. On Tu BiSh’vat, the tithe
or tax on a person’s fruit trees was
assessed. This tithe would be brought to
the Temple in Jerusalem to help provide
for the priests who worked there. When
the Temple was destroyed, Tu BiSh’vat
lost its purpose, since the laws of tithing
and planting did not apply outside the
land of Israel. The mystic Jews of Safed
established a new observance for Tu
BiSh’vat. They connected the rebirth of
the earth after the long winter with the
rebirth of the Jewish nation. They
created a Seder, similar in structure to
the Passover Seder. Seder Tu BiSh’vat
includes: 4 cups of wine (representing
each of the seasons), three categories of
fruit (fruits that are entirely edible, fruits
with a pit, and fruits with a shell or
peel), and readings about nature, the
earth, trees, the ingathering of the
Jewish exiles, and the covenant of the
people of Israel with God.
In recent years, Tu BiSh’vat has become
the Jewish ecology holiday – a time to
celebrate the earth and to educate
ourselves on ways to take better care of
our planet. In the wake of the recent
fires in northern Israel Tu BiSh’vat takes
on a new and greater meaning. As I
have in years past I would like to
encourage you all to celebrate Tu
BiSh’vat in some way with your family
and friends. You could have a Tu

BiSh’vat Seder, have a wine tasting
party, eat a fruit you have never tried
before, plant a window herb garden,
and/or order your bulbs for next year.
This year more than ever Israel needs
our help and I hope that you will each
plant a tree in Israel to help replace its
not so natural and now depleted
resources.
One way to plant a tree in Israel is
through JNF. Jewish National Fund (JNF)
was created with the singular task of
reclaiming the Land of Israel. While JNF
has been instrumental in this process of
realizing the Zionist dream, the challenge of preserving and developing the
land of Israel grows with each day.
To plant a tree,
go to www.jnf.org

Another way to plant a tree is through
The Greening of Kibbutz Lotan. A
Reform kibbutz located in southern
Israel’s Arava Desert, is undergoing a
major “greening.” Its Center for
Creative Ecology, a focal point of

community ecological action and an
education center for visitors from Israel
and the world, features cutting-edge
recycling projects, a bird watching
research and visitor’s center, and much
more. You can help this organic farming
project take root through donations to
help the project expand.
Kibbutz Lotan lies amidst the beauty of
the sun drenched Arava Valley in
southern Israel and is home to stunning
desert birds such as the Little Green
Bee-Eater and the Hooded Wheatear.
Here the continents of Europe, Asia and
Africa converge, forming a natural land
bridge that is traveled by hundreds of
millions of migrating birds each year. In
the heart of it all, Kibbutz Lotan has
become recognized as an oasis in the
dry desert and renowned for eco
tourism services and sustainability.
Founded in 1983 by Reform youth
movement graduates, Kibbutz Lotan is
one of the youngest Kibbutzim in Israel.
Its population is small, consisting of
many families, members, volunteers,
students and tourists. Almost all share
an interest in nature and enjoy dwelling
in the beauty of their desert home. At
any given time, there are approximately
150 people that live at Kibbutz Lotan.

It’s Tu B’Shevat
Author: Edie Stoltz Zolkower
Illustrator: Richard Johnson
With rhyme and colorful illustrations,
this book tells the story of a boy and
his family who plant a tree in honor of
Tu B’Shevat.
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Lotan’s population is equally divided
between native-born Israelis and
immigrants from all over the world.
Hebrew is the commonly used language
but English is also spoken. Lotan’s
economy is based on date plantations,

Donations, continued from page 8

Temple Fund

Arava Vally is noted as the Silcon Valley of sustainable living with 12 Kibbutzims.
To read more go to www.kibbutzlotan.co.il/

dairy, tourism, holistic health center,
mariculture and various professions held
by members who work outside
of the kibbutz. Presently there are 150
people at the Kibbutz daily.
Kibbutz Lotan is a member of the
European branch of the Global
EcoVillage Network and in 2006 was
awarded for EcoVillage Excellence in
recognition of its work in promoting
natural building, waste management,
and environmental education and also
for promoting sustainability through the
building of bridges between different
ethnic groups throughout Israel.
Eco Campus
The Kibbutz Lotan Eco-Campus is both
the home of our students and a living
laboratory in sustainable living technologies. These prototype buildings are
carbon-neutral and super energy
efficient, constructed from Straw Bales
and Earth Plasters and powered by
photovoltaic solar panels. Lotan’s goal is
to construct 10 new housing units. Your
support expands the ability to accept
more students and continue research!
Eco Education
The kibbutz’s programs are a synthesis
of ecology and sustainable engineering
focused on training participants to
develop their homes, businesses and
communities. The course attracts young
adults who are interested in learning
and passing on the values of local and
organic food production,
conservation, recycling, alternative
construction, permaculture and their
connection to contemporary living.
Lotan’s graduates are a cadre of

dedicated and knowledgeable environmental leaders. Your support directly
enables individuals to study on Kibbutz
Lotan and then skillfully implement their
knowledge for the benefit of humans
and nature around the world.
Migratory Bird Reserve
Kibbutz Lotan has dedicated over two
decades into conservation work by
establishing and maintaining safe
havens for local and migratory wildlife.
Your support benefits both the wildlife
that depends on these pesticide free
habitats for food and water as well
as the human visitors who come to
view and learn about their role in
protecting these critically important
desert ecosystems.

How to Help
The Friends of Kibbutz Lotan is a
registered 501(c)3 tax exempt organization, EIN 54-2185078, which provides
financial support for the development
of Kibbutz Lotan’s Center for Creative
Ecology and its education and outreach
programs. Contributions can be made
online by visiting the website (www.
kibbutzlotan.com) or donations can be
mailed to: Friends of Kibbutz Lotan, c/o
Dr. Louise Mayo, 5545 Forbes Ave. Unit
I, Pittsburgh, PA 15217.
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Mary and Kristi Edleson in appreciation
of Michael Karnes conducting the Shiva
minyan
Mary and Kristi Edleson in appreciation
of Herb Baer conducting the Shiva minyan
Orly Avitzur in appreciation of opening the
Mussar class and allowing me to participate
Robert Segelbaum
Roy and Bunny Solomon
Susan Weinstein
Thelma B. Hirsch
Beulah Tishelman in honor of Shira Holtz’s
Bat Mitzvah
Bradley and Carol Wank in honor of Shira
Holtz’s Bat Mitzvah
Gideon Rabino in honor of the
Congregation and the Gross family
Herbert and Marie Rothschild in honor
of the Zeldes family for Chanukah
Marvin and Joyce Jeshiva in honor of
Ethan Baer’s Bar Mitzvah
Marvin and Joyce Jeshiva in honor of
Shira Holtz’s Bat Mitzvah
Noah Kauff and Robin Forester in honor
of Bryan Rosenberg’s Bar Mitzvah
Anne and Geoff Kupferschmid in loving
memory of Abe Joselow
Barbara Barak in loving memory of Rabbi
Paul Siegel
Barbara Rabinowitz in loving memory of
her husband, Harry Rabinowitz, and her
father, Benjamin Nelson
Barbara, Beth, and Susan Barak in
loving memory of Sylvia Levine
Bernardo and Ida Handszer in loving
memory of Ida’s mother, Dora Eidelman
Bradley and Carol Wank in loving
memory of Carol’s mother, Rita Geiger
Bradley and Carol Wank in loving
memory of Carol’s aunt, Lillian Schwartz
David and Ilene Klein in loving memory
of Micki Alter
David and Ina Helfand in loving memory
of Bruce Edleson
David and Jamie Greene in loving
memory of Harry Greissman
Estelle Seittelman in loving memory of
Jennie Seittelman
Harris Bank and Roger Bank in loving
memory of David Bank
Howard and Honey Sackelman in loving
memory of Howard’s parents, Bee & Morris
Sackelman; Honey’s parents, Herman & Edna
Milafsky; Honey’s niece, Erin Angstreich;
Honey’s sister, Linda Angstreich; and Honey’s
grandparents, Morris & Pauiline Goldberg
Continued on page 12

Donations, continued from page 11

Conservative
Services
Every Saturday
at 9:00 AM

Jay and Elly Glat in loving memory of Joseph Glatt
Martin and Geri Singerman in loving memory of Millie Yorkowitz
Martin and Ruth Kest in loving memory of Kenneth Rich
Melvin and Carole Norman in loving memory of Carole’s
parents, Harry and Eva Densen
Shelly Orringer in loving memory of Arthur Sherr
Stanley and Sandra Sonn in loving memory of Julius Tantleff

Tikkun Olam

Warm, friendly atmosphere, stimulating
discussion/give and take with Rabbi
David and Cantor Margot. Celebrate a
Simcha or observe a Yahrtzeit with us.

Mary and Kristi Edleson in appreciation of the love and support
received from the TBA family after Bruce’s passing
Mark and Judith Pomerantz in loving memory of Lillian Kessler

Youth Group

Mary and Kristi Edleson in appreciation of the support from the
Chavurah Group after Bruce’s passing

Tikkun Olam
Donald and Sandra Miller in loving memory of Kenneth Rich

Torah Restoration Fund

Bagel and Lox Kiddush
Sponsored by the
Conservative Kiddush Fund.

Marvin and Ruda Klein in loving memory of Kenneth Rich
■

Kol Rinah,
the Jewish Chorale of Westchester,
Welcomes interested singers
Kiddush is scheduled:

to our

January 16

Open House

February 13
February 20

Wednesday, January 6, 2016

If you wish to sponsor any
of the dates above or a date
of your choice, please
contact Neil Bruckner at
nhb1955@aol.com

7:15 p.m.— 9:30 p.m.

4 PAGE 12

Rosenthal JCC of Northern Westchester

600 Bear Ridge Road
Pleasantville, NY
For more information: www.kolrinahchorale.org
or kolrinahchorale@gmail.com
Kol Rinah is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization

DEADLINE FOR ADS: FEBRUARy 19 2016

TBA PURIM SHPIELBILL 2016
Purchase an Ad for Classic TV Shpiel

Honor your favorite Purim Shpiel Cast Member, and help supplement
the Purim budget to ensure proper sound and accompaniment
AVAILABLE AD SIZES AND PRICES

$ 18.00 ........List your name in congratulations to the cast
$ 25.00 .......1/8 page .................... 2.375” x 1.8763”

$250.00 ......inside front and back cover ...........5” x 8”

$ 50.00 .......1/4 page .................... 2.375” x 3.875”

✁

$200.00 ......full page ..........................................5” x 8”
$300.00 ......back outside cover (Color) .............5” x 8”

$100.00.......1/2 page .................... 5” x 3.875”

With your chosen wording, or for ads that are pre designed see order form below

Order Form

✁

All ads 1/8 or 1/4 page can be in a word document. All other type of ads should be
in a PDF or jpg format. We can help design an ad for you if you supply the words
E-mail to: Irene at clergyassistant@tba-ny.org. In Subject: ad for Shpielbill

Mail check to: Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown, NY 10591
Attention: Irene Clergy Coordinator
Your Name: _______________________________________ E-mail address ________________________________
Size of ad:

list

1/8

1/4
1/2
Format:

full
inside front
inside back
outside back
Word Doc.
PDF file
JPG file

DEADLINE FOR ADS: FEBRUARy 19, 2016

Not sure what to wear for Purim??

Last year’s “Sing-a-long Shpiel” shirt was in high demand so
we’ve decided to offer this year’s Classic TV t-shirt
to the entire congregation again.

✃

2016
Shpiel

Get ‘em before they’re Gone!
T-Shirt Orders must be received by February 23, 2016

✃

Not thinking of wearing a costume at all?
Why not be part of Classic TV Shpiel
and purchase a t-shirt?

• SAME GREAT PRICES • NO INCREASE • SAME GREAT PRICES •

i‘d LoVe a t-shirt...sign me up!

Write the number of shirts you would like next to the correct size
Youth shirts* ($10 each) Med (8-10) ____ LG (12-14)_____ Name: ____________________ Phone: _______________
E-mail: ___________________ Amount Enclosed $ _____

* Shir Chadash members performing in the Shpiel pay only $5.

adult shirts ($15 each) Sml ___ Med ___ LG ___ XL ___
adult shirts ($18 each) 2XL _____ 3XL _____ 4XL _____

Please mail order form and check to
Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave, Tarrytown, NY 10591
quESTIONS?? contact

Irene at clergyassistant@tba-ny.org

T-Shirt Orders must be received by February 23, 2016
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CELEBRATE
LIFE’S IMPORTANT MOMENTS WITH A MAZEL TOV BOND

MAZEL TOV BOND
A Gift of Mazel Tov Bonds Helps Support Every Aspect
of Israel’s Economy, Allowing for Advances in High-Tech,
Biotechnology and Communications

Reliable,
Responsive,
Respectful
Rosenthal Memorial
Chapel is independentlyowned and operated.
With care and compassion,
we offer a full range of
Jewish funeral services.

INVEST IN ISRAEL BONDS ∙ ISRAELBONDS.COM
Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds
Cynthia Blustein, Regestered Representative
999 Wilmot Road, 2nd Fl · Scarsdale, NY 10583
cynthia.blustein@israelbonds.com · 914.713.9003
This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the
prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated
with investing in Israel bonds. Issues subject to availability. Member FINRA
Photos: Aleksandr Kutsayev, Corbis, Comstock, istockphoto.com

Michael L. Rosenthal
914.773.0030
491 Mamaroneck Avenue
White Plains, NY 10605
www.rosenthalmemorial.com

PUZZLED BY
HOW TO CARE
FOR AN ELDERLY
RELATIVE

Geriatric Care Manager can help
put the pieces together.
• Evaluate clients level of function and make
recommendation for home modifications,
nursing home placement and
home care services.
• Medicaid applications.
• Assist in cleanouts and moves.
• And much more.
Call Sue Stone-Groppe OTR/MS
at 914-779-0031
or e-mail ssgotr@aol.com
website: www.elderservicesny.com

6:15pm Hebrew High (Grade 7-12)

10:00am Adult Education Committee
Interest Meeting

6:15pm Hebrew High (Grade 7-12)

11:15am Sunday Clubs - Session II

6:15pm Hebrew High (Grade 7-12)

7:30pm Adult BBM Class

11:15am Sunday Clubs - Session II

5:00pm ZEETY Study Session

11:15am Religious School Faculty Meeting

9:00am Religious School (K-6)

8:30am Dorot Winter Package Delivery

4:30pm Religious School (4th & 5th)

8:30pm Purim Choir Rehearsal

8:15pm Board of Education Meeting

1:00pm Mah Jongg

10:00am Fund Raising Committee Meeting

12:00pm Community MLK Service

Martin Luther King Day - Office Closed

No Religious School

8:30pm Purim Choir Rehearsal

8:15pm Israel Committee Meeting

9:00am Religious School (K-6)

No Religious School

4:30pm Religious School (4th & 5th)

10:00am Sunday Funday

7:30pm Adult BBM Class

1:00pm Mah Jongg

9:00am Religious School (K-6)

8:30pm Purim Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm Adult BBM Class

4:30pm Religious School (4th & 5th)

11:15am Sunday Clubs- Session II

1:00pm Mah Jongg

9:00am Religious School (K-6)

Monday

Religious School classes start

Sunday

8:00pm Ritual Committee Meeting

7:30pm Board of Trustees Meeting

Tuesday

4:30pm Religious School (6th & 7th)

10:00am Torah Study with Rabbi Holtz

4:30pm Religious School (6th & 7th)

10:00am Torah Study with Rabbi Holtz

4:30pm Religious School (6th & 7th)

4:30pm Religious School (6th & 7th)

10:00am Torah Study with Rabbi Holtz

Wednesday

Thursday

TBA
Calendar January 2016
TBA Calendar - January 2016

7:30pm Reform Shabbat Services

NFTY-NAR Kallah through Sunday

7:30pm Reform Shabbat Services

5:45pm Women's Circle

7:30pm Reform Shabbat Services

6:00pm Reform Shabbat Services

10:30am Crafts for a Cause

7:00pm Family Shabbat Service with 6th
Grade Service

6:00pm 6th Grade Family Shabbat Dinner

10:00am Book Club

6:00pm Reform Shabbat Services

New Year's Day - Office Closed

Winter Recess- Religious School Closed

Friday

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Services

7:30pm 5th Grade Shul-In

4:30pm 1st Grade Mitzvah Project:
Sandwich Shabbat

11:00am Rachel Musman's Bat Mitzvah

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Services

7:00pm Movie Mavens

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Services

10:00am Alternate Reform Shabbat Service

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Services

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Services

Saturday

Deadline for upcoming issues:
February 1 for March, 2016
March 1 for April, 2016

Meet RiverSpring Health™
For nearly a century, the Hebrew Home at Riverdale has
been helping older adults live the fullest lives they can.
Today, we’ve grown from our award-winning nursing
home into RiverSpring Health, a new brand offering
a full range of care solutions including managed
long-term care, independent living, assisted living,
rehabilitation, skilled nursing, and much more.
Learn more about how we can help you live forward at
1.800.56.SENIOR or by visiting riverspringhealth.org.

Helping Older Adults
Live Forward Since 1917

