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4SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

FRIDAY, JUNE 2 
6:00pm Family Shabbat Dinner 
7:00pm Family Shabbat Service with 
Camp Blessing

SATURDAY, JUNE 3 
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service 
with Kiddush 
11:00am Emily Miller, daughter of Eric 
and Rebecca Miller, will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

FRIDAY, JUNE 9 
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Services with 
Torah Reading

SATURDAY, JUNE 10 
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service  
10:30am Rachel Bergman, daughter of 
Lisa Osherow Bergman, will be called to 
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

FRIDAY, JUNE 16 
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Services

SATURDAY, JUNE 17 
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service 
11:00am Zachary Schiffman, son of  
Robert and Leah Schiffman, will be 
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

FRIDAY, JUNE 23 
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Services with 
Board of Trustees Installation

SATURDAY, JUNE 24 
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service 
with Kiddush

FRIDAY, JUNE 30 
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Services

SATURDAY, JULY 1 
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service 
with Kiddush

4From Rabbi Holtz’s Study

Theologians are fond of speaking of liminal moments, by which they 
mean moments of transition from one phase of life to another.  
Some of these moments, such as a bar mitzvah service, are purely 
symbolic – nothing actually changes during the ceremony. Others,  

such as a wedding, mark an actual transition: Two people enter the chuppah as individuals, 
and depart as a couple, spiritually and legally bound together. Liminal moments are often 
happy occasions, but not always: death is the ultimate liminal experience.

Transitions happen in our everyday lives as well, not just at major life-cycle moments.  
The simple act of going through a door can be a liminal moment. Doorways are places of 
transition; journeys both begin and end there. We speak of changes as “doors closing and 
opening.” Even the beginnings and endings of each day take place as we leave and enter  
the doorways of our homes. Doorways are liminal, which is one reason we put a mezuzah 
there. We add a spiritual dimension to an everyday object, recognizing that important 
transitions happen there.

And there is even more. Though time is always passing, there are certain times of the year 
that mark major transitions. If any month could be described as liminal, it would be June. 
June is filled with endings and beginnings, such as graduations leading to new opportunities.

The transitional nature of June is certainly true of synagogue life. A membership year ends 
and begins. Our religious school year ends, with the promise of return. And there is no more 
clearly liminal moment in our calendar than the evening we install our new officers and 
trustees. This year, that will occur on June 23 during Shabbat services.

Each year at the Installation service we spend a few moments thanking those who have been 
Temple leaders and are now stepping down. Some have served one term in office, others 
have served several – not always consecutively. Our president, Michael Karnes, is finishing his 
third term; it is separated from his first term by more than two decades! All of our leaders 
have made contributions to the life of our community. Each and every one deserves our 
heartfelt thanks.  I hope that you will join us in thanking them that evening. 

After the thanks, we will welcome new and returning leadership. Journeys end and begin at 
the same place – liminal moments. We will install Jamie Wilson as our new president, along 
with her slate of officers. It promises to be a wonderful evening, one of thanksgiving and of 
celebration. I hope you’ll be here!

Peace and Blessings,

Rabbi David Holtz 

Dear Friends,



4 PAGE 2

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

25 Leroy Avenue 
Tarrytown, NY 10591

Tel: 631-1770  Fax: 631-7872  
tba-ny.org

DIRECTORY
Clergy/Senior Staff

Rabbi  David K. Holtz 
rabbi@tba-ny.org  ext. 17
Cantor  Margot E.B. Goldberg 
cantor@tba-ny.org  ext. 11
Director of Temple Operations Stuart P. Skolnick 
sskolnick@tba-ny.org  ext. 13
Educational Director  Rabbi Allison Berlinger 
aberlinger@tba-ny.org  ext. 22

Office Staff
Facilities Supervisor  Larry Murray 
lmurray@tba-ny.org  ext. 25
Asst. Facilities Supervisor  Jaime Valencia 
jaime@tba-ny.org  ext. 26
Clergy Coordinator Irene Metz 
clergyassistant@tba-ny.org ext. 19
Administrative Assistant     Stacey Notrica 
TBAOffice@tba-ny.org   ext. 10
Religious School Assistant Alix Brown 
HebrewSchool@tba-ny.org ext. 10

Office Volunteers
Melissa Baer Beulah Tishelman, Librarian
Sheila Buitekant   Debra Drattell   Miriam Margoshes

Executive Committee
President Michael Karnes
Executiver (First) Vice President Jamie Wilson
Second Vice President Jennifer Povman
Recording Secretary  Mark Polisar
Treasurer Diane Gross

Chairs
Adult Education Bernice Rogowitz
Board of Education Steve Gosset
Fundraising/Development  Meredith Siegel, Julie Gur
House  Neil Bruckner
Israel Marla Peers
Member Services  Linda Walter, Amy Friedman
Ritual   Risa Swersey
Tikkun Olam Melissa Baer, Andrea White

Trustees
Gayle Aaron       Debra Drattell  Karen Filler
Dave Greenspoon      Ronit Lubell     Glen Markowitz 
Allison Moskowitz     Roy Solomon Michael Sonkin
Mark Stein         Anna Weiss  Amy Zerman

Honorary Trustees

Barry S. Agdern        Herb Baer   Ruth Biloon
Allison Fine     Dr. Stephen Gerstman Robert Harris
Michael Karnes      Liza Karsten      David Kaufmann
Farron Roboff  Pearl Ann Schwartz  Dr. Richard Weiner  
   Robert Zinman 

Notes from Cantor Margot E.B. Goldberg

Shalom!
I started the year with the hashtag #whatcantorsdo and thought that I would  
share my experience. As I said in my September Bulletin article I am always looking 
forward to celebrating simchas with our TBA family and I feel blessed to be able  
to offer assistance during difficult times. I love my work with our b’nei mitzvah 
students and I am constantly learning new things from them. For a while now I 
have been working with adults to teach trope and love to share with them my love 
for the process and see their sense of accomplishment. But this year I spread my 
wings a bit and looked into our musical history, introduced new music during 
worship, and taught a series of Adult Education classes.

TBA’s music history is rich with the voices talented Cantors as well as beautiful 
music. When I arrived at TBA in July of 1994, our worship music was what is 
referred to as Classical Reform and that was similar to the congregation where  
I grew up. The idea was that you sat and listened and the Cantor and choir  
performed beautiful big music that hopefully transformed you and brought you 
closer to God. I don’t typically use the word “performed” because for me that  
is not what a Cantor does. Without a doubt my job during worship is to help 
transform you and I think that there are moments when that means creating an 
atmosphere where you can listen to both my voice and your own but we need to 
work together. In my 23 year career at TBA I think that together we have shifted  
to a more participatory worship style and I want to thank you for taking that 
journey with me.

This year I have introduced a lot of new music and working with Rabbi Holtz and 
our prayer book I think that we have created a service that moves smoothly from 
one prayer to the next using music to help us along the way. The music of our 
Shabbat evening worship tends to be more participatory and I love to hear your 
voices raised in song and prayer. The music that I have introduced is certainly more 
folksy and often includes English which lends itself to your participation. As Rabbi 
Holtz often teaches it is not like God thought that we should pray in the most 
difficult language possible but instead I hope finding music that is written at least 
partially in the vernacular has helped you to understand our prayers, participate 
more fully in worship, and then be able to have a conversation with God.

I recently taught a 3-part adult education class about the history of Jewish music. 
This class pushed me to understand the materials better, organize them in a 
comprehensive way, and learn how to present them to the class. I certainly studied 
a lot of the history at HUC but putting together the curriculum I made connections 
that I had never made before and enjoyed re-immersing myself in the history. 
Figuring out how to share all of this helped me clarify the materials and focus  
on the history of Jewish music from the First Temple to Temple Beth Abraham. 
Creating the PowerPoint that helped me share all of this – well, maybe my tech 
skills need some more work. All this being said I forgot how exciting our history  
is and loved being able to share my excitement with my adult learners.

It has been a busy year of discovery and teaching. I hope that you enjoyed it  
as much as I have and that you will let me know what you like - and what you 
don’t - so that we can continue to partner on this journey.

L’shalom,

Cantor Margot E.B. Goldberg
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TORAH READING

June 2-3   Naso Numbers 4:21−7:89
June 9-10  B’haalot’cha Numbers 8:1−12:16
June 16-17 Sh’lach L’cha Numbers 13:1−15:41
June 23-24  Korach Numbers 16:1−18:32
June 30-July 1 Chukat Numbers 19:1−22:1

CANDLE LIGHTING  
Friday, June 2 8:04pm
Friday, June 9 8:08pm
Friday, June 16 8:12pm
Friday, June 23 8:13pm
Friday, June 30 8:13pm

This campaign will bring new  
life to our building, expand the 
range of programs and services, 
and help to secure our financial 
future. Together, we can renew 
the links between our pride in 

our past, our joy at what we have 
made real, and our dreams of 

what is possible.

For information about how to get  
involved or to make a gift, contact 

Campaign Chair Gayle Aaron  
at bridges@tba-ny.org or call  
Stuart Skolnick at the Temple.

	  

This	  campaign	  will	  bring	  new	  life	  to	  our	  building,	  expand	  the	  range	  of	  programs	  and	  services,	  and	  help	  to	  
secure	  our	  financial	  future.	  Together,	  we	  can	  renew	  the	  links	  between	  our	  pride	  in	  our	  past,	  our	  joy	  at	  
what	  we	  have	  made	  real,	  and	  our	  dreams	  of	  what	  is	  possible.	  	  

For	  information	  about	  how	  to	  get	  involved	  or	  make	  a	  gift,	  

contact	  Campaign	  Chair	  Gayle	  Aaron	  at	  bridges@tba-‐ny.org	  or	  call	  Stuart	  Skolnick	  at	  the	  Temple.	  

	  

Connecting Our 
Rich Tradition to a 

Vibrant Future

	  

This	  campaign	  will	  bring	  new	  life	  to	  our	  building,	  expand	  the	  range	  of	  programs	  and	  services,	  and	  help	  to	  
secure	  our	  financial	  future.	  Together,	  we	  can	  renew	  the	  links	  between	  our	  pride	  in	  our	  past,	  our	  joy	  at	  
what	  we	  have	  made	  real,	  and	  our	  dreams	  of	  what	  is	  possible.	  	  

For	  information	  about	  how	  to	  get	  involved	  or	  make	  a	  gift,	  

contact	  Campaign	  Chair	  Gayle	  Aaron	  at	  bridges@tba-‐ny.org	  or	  call	  Stuart	  Skolnick	  at	  the	  Temple.	  

	  

In observance of Shavuot, 
TBA will be closed at noon 

on Tuesday, May 30 
through Thursday, June 1.  
The Office will re-open on 
Friday, June 2 at 9:00am.

From the  Director of Education 4
Rabbi Allison Berlinger

As our school year comes to a close I would like to share with 
you an exciting new program that we are launching for the 
2017-2018 school year for 6th & 7th grade students. 

As many of you know, I too am the parent of a 6th grader.  
I have seen firsthand the highs and lows of this age, the 

struggles and challenges in navigating the tricky terrain of being a tween. 

Adolescence is a confusing time and we have found consistently that girls and boys 
crave a safe space to explore questions relating to their coming of age as young 
women and men. They want to be treated with respect, challenged by critical 
thinking, and to be in an environment where the pressure to be cool or to gain 
attention from the opposite sex is temporarily lifted. They want to determine for 
themselves what it means to be a woman or man, and they appreciate the support 
and the opportunity to do so.

The technological revolution has changed many aspects of girls’ lives. Ten years ago 
few girls and boys had cell phones or email addresses, and Facebook had not yet 
been created. Cyber-bullying, sexting, the abuse of prescription drugs, and internet 
porn did not exist as problems facing 12-year old girls and boys. Today these issues 
are real and girls and boys need a safe, sacred space to wrestle with them. In 
response to these concerns, we are forming a 6th & 7th grade girls’ group and a 
6th & 7th grade boys’ group that will address these and many of the core chal-
lenges facing girls and boys such as body image, relational aggression, over-sexuali-
zation, and stress.

One of the goals of this program is to draw on Jewish teachings and traditions  
to keep girls and boys healthy and whole, instilling in them the ability to counter 
narrow views of gender in popular culture and address the real needs of teen girls 
and boys within a rich Jewish context. These groups are meant to help bridge the 
rocky waters of adolescence and to last many years, creating a stress-free zone in 
the battleground of girls’ & boys’ adolescence.

A startling finding uncovered in research about boys is that their dissatisfaction 
with supplementary Jewish education is significantly higher than that of girls.  
Close to half of boys view bar mitzvah as their graduation from Jewish life, while  
a third of girls feel this way. The Cohen Center of Brandeis University found that 
68% of teen boys called their experience of Jewish sponsored activities or classes 
leading up to bar mitzvah “repetitious” and “not meaningful.” Research also tells 
us that girls’ self-concept plummets as they enter adolescence. Contrary to popular 
stereotypes about teen boys, research found that many teen boys are eager to 
explore the divergent and confusing messages they receive about masculinity.  
In addition, the researchers also found that Jewish boys want to spend time with 
adult male mentors. This age group deeply appreciates being in all-male environ-
ments where they can escape the social pressures of co-educational space and long 
to be taken seriously as young adults. Girls and boys are thirsty for opportunities to 
explore their lives under the guidance of a trained group leader and with the 
comradery a group offers. 

Both groups will use Jewish teachings and practices to give girls and boys a place 
to feel safe, articulate their deepest concerns, consider the impact of gender on 
their daily lives, have fun, and be “real” with their peers.

Continued on page 11.
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TODAH RABAH 
We would like to thank everyone 
for volunteering his or her time, 
experience, donations, and ideas 
this past year. 

Thank you to Julie Gur for organizing 
the Honey from the Heart fundraiser. 
This year we donated just over $1,000 
to MOSAIC of Westchester. Believe it or 
not, we are already working on this 
fundraiser for this year’s High Holydays 
and anticipate to begin later this month. 

Thank you to everyone who donated  
to the Yom Kippur Food Drive. A 
special thank you to our teen helpers 
and the Leary Family for sponsoring 
the truck rental. 

 
Thank you to those who donated to the 
Backpack Drive. We filled almost 100 
backpacks for LaAsociación’s Literacy 
program. The children and teachers 
were so appreciative! The children sent 
personalized thank you notes accompa-
nied by pictures of themselves wearing 
their backpacks.  

Thank you to our families who helped 
sort food items at the Food Bank for 
Westchester in December. We had a 
great time and hope to do it again, 
soon. We are working on another date. 
(The Food Bank has so many volunteer 
requests that they limit us to one event 
every six months.) 

Our Light One Candle program gave 
families the opportunity to shop for 
Christmas gifts at a NU Toy Store in 
Tarrytown. Families contribute $5.00 
toward each $25.00 gift card (your 
generous donations make up the other 
$20.00). This makes it feel much less like 
a handout for those receiving the gift. 

Thank you to all the Crafts for a Cause 
knitters and crocheters who have made 
such amazing items this year. We 
donated 25 blankets and shawls to the 
Hebrew Home at Riverdale by River-
Spring Health. We also donated several 
pillows to My Second Home, a day care 
facility that caters to older adults with 
physical and/or cognitive impairment. 
Current projects include making toy 
bunnies, which will be donated to 
children’s hospitals, and making scarves 
and shawls, which will be donated to 
DOROT for their winter package 
deliveries in January, 2018.

TBA Cares has provided meals for 
congregants who have lost loved ones. 
Thank you to the great number of 
volunteers who stand ready to help  
set up or clean up for shiva, to shop for 
someone who is ill or recovering from 
surgery, or to provide a congregant a 
ride to or from a doctor’s appointment 
or the synagogue for an event or 
services. 
 

Thank you to Judi Markowitz and 
Toby Helfenstein for another success-
ful blood drive. Thank you to Jane 
Rubin who supplied so many delicious 
home-baked goodies that donors got 
care packages as well as treats! Thank 
you to our escorts,  
Henry Demarest and Melissa Jacob-
son. Thank you to all the  
donors, particularly Cydney Wilson, 
who was our youngest donor, donating 
blood for the first time, at the time of 
her 16th birthday! 

 

Tikkun Olam 4 Tikkun Olam would not exist without u. 
We are busy planning 2017-2018. If you 
are interested in helping or have a great 
idea you want us to help you bring to 
fruition, please reach out to us!.

JOIN US!
Meetings are held on 
Sundays 9:30-11:00am  
in the TBA Library and  

will start up again  
in September. 

Cydney Wilson getting ready to 
donate at this year’s Blood Drive.

Temple Beth Abraham•25 Leroy Avenue•Tarrytown, NY 10591 
www.tba-ny.org  (914) 631-1770 

Help Support Literacy by 
filling a backpack! 

 

 

Donations for supplies are 
greatly appreciated.   

Donate online at: 
tba-ny.org/tikkun-olam/ 

We will purchase supplies using your 
donations. 

Then join us at TBA and help fill 
100 backpacks!! 

 
 

 
 

 
For questions or to RSVP, email Melissa Baer or  

Andrea White at tikkunolam@tba-ny.org 

Fill-A-Backpack 
Sunday, September 25  

at 11:00am  
(after Religious School) 

RSVP requested 

$18.00 fills a backpack 

La Asociación de Familias Hispanas de los Tarrytowns (“AFHT’s”) Family Literacy Program helps 
develop vital literacy skills in underserved youth and their parents in our community. This 

program provides opportunities for parents and children, working together, to become exposed to 
developmentally appropriate educational activities, as well as enriching social and cultural 

experiences. Backpacks will benefit pre-K and Kindergarten-age children. 

Fill a backpack with school supplies for children of 
“La Asociación” a not-for-profit family heritage organization serving 

            immigrant families residing in Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow. 

	  
	  

	  
 

	   

FAMILY	  VOLUNTEER	  
EVENT	  
at	  the	  

SUNDAY,	  December	  4,	   	  9:00am-
10:30am	  

Are	  children	  allowed?	  
Absolutely!	   	  This	  a	  fantastic	  hands	  on	  volunteer	  
activity	  for	  the	  whole	  family.	  (Recommended	  age:	  
8+)	  
	  

What	  will	  we	  do?	  
Volunteering will vary and include sorting and packing donated 
food and repacking food items (such as pasta, frozen food, beans) 
or packing backpacks. 
 

Very	  limited	  space	  available	  
RSVP:	  tikkunolam@tba-ny.org	  if	  

 
 

“LIGHT ONE CANDLE” 
 
WHAT:  TBA’s Ner Shel Tzedakah program, LIGHT ONE CANDLE program gives parents 
the power to purchase holiday gifts for their children. 
Your $20.00 donation becomes a $20.00 coupon that La Asociacion parents will purchase 
for $5.00.  This will result in a $25.00 coupon parents can use on designated evenings in 
December at A Nu Toy Store on Main Street in Tarrytown to purchase gifts for their 
children.  It’s a wonderful way to share the spirit of the holidays with families in need. 
HOW: Donations and helpers are needed! 
- Send in a check to TBA with LOC in the memo by December 29. 
-Visit our Tikun Olam table at Friday night Shabbat Services on December 4. 
-Click www.tba-ny.org to donate to the Tikkun Olam Fund re: LOC 
-Volunteers are needed to help at the store in December.  Dates will be announced and 
volunteers are usually needed from 5:30-8:30pm on the designated dates to help with gift 
wrapping, gift selections, and translation (Spanish speakers a plus!)  
- Holiday wrapping paper donations are also needed.  Please drop them off at TBA. 

    Please email tikkunolam@tba-ny.org to volunteer or with questions. 
Thank you for your generosity and helping to make the holidays happy for many families 
in our community. 
 
 
 

Temple Beth Abraham•25 Leroy Avenue•Tarrytown, NY 10591•914-631-1770 
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Thank you to the families who came 
out on May 7 in overcast weather for 
the third annual Blessing of the 
Animals and Pet Food Drive. Thank 
you everyone for the much-needed 
donations and a special thank you to 
Kimberly Marcus who transported the 
donated items to the Hudson Valley Pet 
Food Pantry in White Plains. 

Thank you to everyone who participated 
in the Every1Counts Omer Tzedakah 
collection for Leket and The Food 
Bank of Westchester. Your donations 
give these organizations the ability to 
purchase $4.00 worth of food for each 
$1.00 donated. 

On April 2, over 100 people participated 
in a Community Passover Seder led 
by Rabbi David Holtz. This event was 
the brainchild of Jennifer Povman, 
and was made possible through a grant 
from the UJA-Federation of NY’s 
Engage Jewish Service Corps 
Synagogue Initiative, as well as 
funding from TBA’s Harriet Verter 
Jewish Education Fund, Tikkun Olam 
Committee, and anonymous donors. 
Thank you! 

Rabbi Holtz and Jennifer Povman 
created a unique Haggadah for this 
event. There were over 60 guests from 
at least four area churches and one 
mosque. 

Thank you to the organizing committee, 
the food, flower, and wine providers, 
and a great big thank you to all the 
volunteers who helped host our guests 
at the event!

You can reach us at anytime at 
TikkunOlam@tba-ny.org. Please 
email us to get on the mailing list  
(if you’re not already). We are 
looking forward to another great 
year filled with meaningful social 
action. We hope you’ll join us!

—Melissa Baer & Andrea White

SAVE the
DATE! 

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17
10:00AM

 

Temple Beth Abraham will be rocking when the Naomi 
Less Band presents “Any Way You Light It,” an interactive 

show that delivers the multiple stories of Chanukah.  
The 10:00am show, capturing the spirit of Chanukah,  
is a rocking celebration that kids and adults can enjoy 

together. This free show is being brought to TBA by the 
Fran Friedman Fund for the Enrichment of Children.

Cantor Margot 
Wants You!

4To join the High Holy Day volunteer choir 
Rehearsals are on Monday evenings from  

8:00-9:30pm starting on July 3!
No experience necessary!

For more information please call 
Cantor Margot at 631-1770 x11

Naomi Less Band
presents 

“Any Way You Light It”
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TUESDAY, JUNE 13  
AT 7:30 PM 

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM 

ANNUAL MEETING  
OF THE CONGREGATION 

You are warmly invited and encouraged to 
join your fellow congregants as we conduct 
the Annual Meeting of the  
Hebrew Congregation of North Tarrytown 
and Tarrytown (Temple Beth Abraham’s 
formal corporate name) on Tuesday,  
June 13, 2017 at 7:30pm to transact the  
following business: 
 
* President’s Report  
* Clergy Reports  
* Annual reports of standing  
   committees  
* Vote to Adopt TBA’s  
   operating budget for  
   fiscal year July, 2017 to June, 2018  
* Election of Officers and Trustees  
  Such other matters as may properly come   
before the Congregation according to 
TBA’s Constitution and Bylaws. 
 
Please note that only members who are 
current in their financial obligations to 
Temple Beth Abraham are permitted to 
vote at the Annual Meeting of the Congre-
gation. 

 

The meeting will be followed 
immediately by an Ice Cream 
social! 
 
 
If we have your email address on file,  
materials for the meeting will be emailed 
to you. If we do not have an email  
address on file, materials will be sent via 
US Postal Service.  
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Be Part of the 
Torah Reading! 

 

We’re looking for a few good men and women 
(over the age of Bar/Bat Mitzvah) to read a few 
lines of Torah or Haftarah during High Holyday 

Reform and Conservative Services. Basic Hebrew 
reading skills are all that’s required – we can teach 

you everything else!  

Please contact Clergy Assistant 
Irene Metz at 631-1770 or  

clergyassistant@tba-ny.org for  
more information.

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L 

Shabbat

JU

JULY 7 
BBQ AT 6:00PM 

Family Shabbat SERVICE 
at 7:00pm

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and all the fixin’s will be served.  
Dinners are by reservation only and will be accepted by mail along with  

your check. Your check will be your reservation. Please note that reservations 
will not be taken over the phone or after the deadline. Please make your 

check payable to TBA and return by Monday, June 30.

 

JULY 7
Family Shabbat Dinner

Adults $14.00; Children 2-12 $8.00

 number of dinners:           adult            child  

 

name 

phone

amount of check enclosed

Family BBQ

Camp Blessing

Are your kids 
going to camp?

Please join us for Family Shabbat Services 
on June 2 at 7:00pm! Whether your kids 

are heading off to day camp or sleep 
away Rabbi David and Cantor Margot 

would like to bless them as they head off 
for Summer Camp. If you would like to 

join us for dinner please make 
reservations with the Temple Office!
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Adult Education 4

Torah Study: Wednesdays at 10:00-11:00am  
Rabbi Holtz leads a class every Wednesday morning, which goes at its 
own pace through the Five Books of Moses in English. No previous 
knowledge is required and you can join in at any point in the cycle.
Saturdays at 9:00am join us for a discussion of this week’s Torah 
reading during Conservative Services.
 
Mah Jongg: Mondays at 1:00pm 
A friendly, non-competitive (no betting) gathering at Temple Beth 
Abraham.  All levels welcome. Interested in an evening game?  Let us know. 
Free for Temple members; $2.00 for guests.

Book Club: Fridays every two months at 10:00am 
Discuss contemporary books on Jewish themes. 
Friday, July 7, 10:00am  
Linda Gerstman will lead us in a discussion of The Attack by Yasmina 
Khadra. Free for Temple members; $2.00 for guests. 
From the bestselling author of The Swallows of Kabul comes this 
timely and haunting novel that powerfully illuminates the 
devastating human costs of terrorism. Dr. Amin Jaafari is an Arab-
Israeli surgeon at a hospital in Tel Aviv. As an admired and respected 
member of his community, he has carved a space for himself and his 
wife, Sihem, at the crossroads of two troubled societies. Jaafari’s 
world is abruptly shattered when Sihem is killed in a suicide bombing.  
Light refreshments served. $2.00 suggested donation per guest.
RSVP (914) 631-1770 or email AdultEd@tba-ny.org
 
Women’s Circle: Fridays once a month at 5:45pm 
Friday June 23, Friday July 28 
Women’s Circle is a warm and welcoming event for Temple members 
and guests. For more information, contact Kimberly Marcus at  
tbawomenscircle@gmail.com. Meetings end in time for the 7:30pm 
Reform Shabbat Service.

Movie Mavens: Saturdays, once a month at 7:00 pm
Saturday, June 24 The Human Resources Manager – see additional 
details on Page 9. Join us for movies with Jewish themes or content. 
A moderated discussion immediately follows and light refreshments 
are served. Free for Temple members; Guests are asked to donate 
$5.00 for to help defray the cost of refreshments 
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Suggestions of  
topics you wish  

to learn about or 
teach are welcome!  
adulted@tba-ny.org 

Wednesday Art Workshop: First Wednesday of the month, 4:00pm 
Watercolor Painting, Drawing, Paper Cutting, etc! Join fellow 
congregants to create art in a relaxed, supportive environment. 
Whether you’re a seasoned artist or haven’t done an art project since 
elementary school, you are welcome. No admission charge. Just drop 
in. To register, send an e-mail to Laurie Forman, at TBAArtWorkshop@
tba-ny.org or call the office
 
Conversational Hebrew: Resumes in the fall Sundays at 9:30am 
Meets Sunday mornings during Religious school, taught by David 
Brandwein, who has lived in Israel for 8 years, and has taught Ulpan 
Hebrew. Our class follows the Ulpan method, which focuses on the 
spoken word. Please contact AdultEd@tba-ny.org to register.

 

 

 

Temple Beth Abraham * 25 Leroy Avenue * Tarrytown, NY * (914) 631-1770 * www.tba-ny.org 

 

Rescheduled Presentation* 
*Snow day make up 

 

Winner: Best Film & 4 other Israeli Film Academy Awards 

SUBTITLED 

2-Team Productions, 2010, 103 min. 

 

Members:  Free 

Guests: $5.00 to offset cost of refreshments 

 

Temple Beth Abraham’s Adult Ed. 
Committee  

presents:  Movie Mavens 

“The Human 

Resources Manager” 
June 17 

 

7:00pm 

June 24
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Conservative 
Services
Every Saturday

at 9:00 AM

Warm, friendly atmosphere, stimulating 
discussion/give and take with Rabbi 

David and Cantor Margot. Celebrate a 
Simcha or observe a Yahrtzeit with us.

Bagel and Lox Kiddush 
Sponsored by the 

Conservative Kiddush Fund.

Kiddush is scheduled: 

June 3

June 24

July 1

If you wish to sponsor any 
of the dates above or a date 

of your choice, please 
contact Neil Bruckner at 

nhb1955@aol.com

Joanie Leeds and the Nightlights 
Sunday, June 11 at 4:00pm
Joanie Leeds will be among the highlights of the 
Shames JCC on the Hudson’s Grand Opening. The 
outdoor concert, weather permitting, is being 
sponsored by Temple Beth Abraham’s Fran Friedman 
Fund for the Enrichment of Children in conjunction 
with the JCC. All are invited to enjoy the festivities.  

For those unfamiliar with Joanie, prepare yourselves 
and your children for a blast of fun. When Joanie 
grabbed a microphone at a party and belted out the 
entire song “Tomorrow” from Annie at the tender age 
of two, her parents knew that their daughter was 
destined for a musical career. As a musical theater 
major at Syracuse University, Joanie began composing 
her own songs. After graduation, she did the New 
York City thing, bartending at The Bitter End when not 
onstage performing. While making the rounds as a 
singer/songwriter in New York clubs (her favorites 
were The Bitter End, The Living Room, Arlene’s 
Grocery and CBGB’s), Joanie tried her hand at various 
day jobs until a friend suggested that she get a job 
where she could sing with kids during the day and 
perhaps sleep at night. The rest is history.

Joanie realized that when she was with children, they 
transformed themselves into amazing creatures of joy, 
forgetting how to hold back. Seeing kids in touch with 
their true selves gave Joanie a sense of fulfillment that 
far surpassed playing for adults on the club circuit.

The songs that Joanie began turning out reflected this 
sense that life is a joyful adventure. Entertaining at 
birthday parties and pre-schools progressed into 
concert performances nationwide and generated 
material for seven full-length CDs.

Joanie has received many awards and is currently 
touring the country performing at concerts and 
leading songwriter workshops while maintaining a 
busy teaching schedule.

Join us in welcoming Joanie to the Shames JCC in 
Tarrytown on June 11!

A free concert on Sunday, June 11 at 4:00pm at the 
opening of the Shames JCC.
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Temple Beth Abraham would like to 
congratulate our 2017 graduates:

High School

 

College
Amanda Cohen, University of Delaware with a Bachelor of Science in Education
Josh Grotenstein, Syracuse University with a Bachelor of Science in Sports Management
Arielle Gur, Muhlenberg College with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
Dylan Harrison, Magna Cum Laude from SUNY Buffalo State 
Michelle Hartog, University of Michigan with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
Austin Hrbek, University of Oregon with a degree in Business
Michelle Kornrich, University of Delaware with a degree in Education
Allison Maron, University of Delaware with a degree in Human Services. She will be working  
   in corporate HR in NYC.
Reuben Milan-Polisar, Hamilton University with a Bachelor of Arts in Economics
Arielle Misrok, Dickinson College with a major in Psychology and a minor in Educational Studies 
Abigail Osborn, University of Delaware with a Bachelor of Science with honors
Adam Parker, University of Rochester, Bachelor of Arts Political Science
Daniel Parker, University of Rochester with a Bachelor of Arts in History and a Stage  
   Management Certificate
Isabelle Rose, Muhlenberg College with a Bachelor of Arts in English. She accepted a  
   Masa Israel Teaching Fellowship and will be spending a year in Rishon LeZion teaching  
   English to elementary school children
Celia Schieffelin, University of Miami with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration
Remy Stern, University of Colorado/Boulder with a BS and MS in Engineering
Mitchell Zerman, University of Vermont with a Bachelor of Arts in American History
Jacob Zive, SUNY Oswego, he will be joining the ABM Management Training Program

Alissa Abramson
Matthew Abramson

Jaron Biolos
Sophia Closter
Daniel Cohen

Eliana DeLevie-Orey
Ethan Fishberger
David Friedman
Olivia Fullerton
Rachel Gideon

Alex Glehan
Zachary Gold
Zachary Gross
Tori Grossman

Daniel Gur
Yoni Holtz

Jacob Hrbek
Max Kahan

Shelby Kaplan
Halle Lerner
Jonah Malter

Clara Montgomery
Evan Naccarella
Robert Ostrower
Elliott Reichman

Ethan Ruoff
Steven Scott
Gabe Siegel
Jakob Smith

Jack Weitzner
Max Ziluck

COLLEGES THEY ARE ATTENDING:
Binghamton University, Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, Elon University,  

Goucher College, Harvard University, Indiana University, Ithaca College,  
Lafayette College, Lehigh University, Muhlenberg College, SUNY Buffalo,  

Syracuse University, Tufts University, Tulane University, Union College,  
University of Delaware, University of Florida, University of Hartford,  

University of Maryland, University of Tampa, University of Texas - Austin,  
University of Wisconsin - Madison, Villanova University, Wesleyan University, 

Westchester Community College, Yale University

EDUCATION, continued from page 3.

In the girls group, through discussion,  
arts & crafts, creative ritual, games, and 
drama, the girls and their leader will draw 
on Jewish values and a gender lens to 
explore the issues the girls care about  
most such as body image, friendship, 
relationships, family, competition,  
and stress.

In the boys group, our method balances 
play with engaging debate in a safe 
environment that teen boys enjoy. Teen 
boys tell us they enjoy spending time in  
a “guy space” where they can explore  
the most challenging issues in the lives of 
teen boys: competition, aggression, power, 
academic stress, pursuit of pleasure, and 
risk-taking along with what masculinity 
and being Jewish means to them.  
Research tells us that the experience  
offers them a more “honest,” “relevant,” 
and “cool” way to participate in the  
Jewish community. 

These groups are in addition to our regular 
Religious School program not in place of it 
and will meet one (1) Sunday a month 
after Religious School classes. The cost for 
this program is $180.00 for the year. The 
fee includes all supplies and lunch.  We will 
begin with lunch before going into our 
groups. Registration for these groups will 
be included on the school registration 
form. I will be leading the girls’ group and I 
am currently still interviewing candidates 
for the boys’ group leader. 

I am in the process of scheduling parent 
information sessions regarding these new 
groups, so stay tuned for these sessions. In 
the meantime, if you have any questions 
regarding this program, please feel free to 
be in touch with me. 

I hope you all have a wonderful, relaxing, 
and enjoyable summer and if you are 
around please do stop by to say hello and 
get a piece of candy!

Kayitz Tov – A good summer to you all! 

Rabbi Allison
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TBA Family 4
The following Lifecycle 
Events reflect the known 
sorrows and simchas of 
our TBA Family.

Speedy Recovery to:
Eva Fischer
Don White, father of Hillari Boritz

Condolences to:
Norman Parton on the death of his  
father David
Mark Polisar and Judith Polisar on the 
death of their father and husband Leonard

Donations 4
Annual Appeal 2017-18
Gordon Swartz and Deborah Doyle 

Annual Appeal 2016-17
Irene Schwartz
Yetta Schwartz 

ARZA
Lee and Pam Parker
Steven Haber and Sharon DeLevie

Bimah Flowers
Dyane Kreisler in loving memory of her 
parents, Max and Shirley Silverman, and 
husband, Mel
Harris Bank and Roger Bank in loving 
memory of Anne Brody
Pearl Ann Schwartz in loving memory of 
Robert “Bob” Schwartz

Bridges
Barbara Barak in loving memory of her 
father, Benjamin Levine
Myra Frankel in loving memory of her 
parents, Joseph and Regina Davis and 
husband, Murray Frankel

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Gordon Swartz and Deborah Doyle
Jeffrey Spar and Wendy Jeshion in 
honor of Isabella’s Bat Mitzvah
Craig and Ellen Rosenberg in loving 
memory of Tyler Rosenberg
Jacqueline Egelman in loving memory of 
Joseph Egelman
Peter and Lin Bermas in loving memory 
of Leonard Polisar

Conservative Kiddush Fund
Gordon Swartz and Deborah Doyle
Jonathan and Susan Cember in honor of 
our Clergy

David and Beth Rubin
Pearl Ann Schwartz in loving memory of 
Robert “Bob” Schwartz

Fran Friedman Fund for the 
Enrichment of Children
Jeremy Swerling and Amy Helsel in 
honor of our beloved parents, Stanley and 
Harryette Helsel
Jeremy Swerling and Amy Helsel in 
loving memory of Fran Friedman
Stanley and Harryette Helsel in loving 
memory of their dear friend Fran Friedman

Gala
Stephen and Linda Gerstman
Barry and Cantor Margot Goldberg in 
honor of our Past Presidents 

Bruce Lager in honor of Bob Zinman

David Korn and Shara Aranoff in honor 
of Bob Zinman
Harold and Danna Davis in honor of  
Bob Zinman
Jonathan and Rebecca Greller in honor 
of our Past Presidents
Lee and Pam Parker in honor of our Past 
Presidents
Lisa Mann and Rocci Marotta in honor 
of Liza Karsten
Michael and Gladys Baer in honor of our 
Past Presidents
Martin Deutsch in honor of our Past 
Presidents
Michael Sonkin and Jill Axelrod in 
honor of our Presidents
Neil and Amy Weiss in honor of  
Bob Zinman

“First Wednesday” Art Workshop!   

The first Wednesday of every month 
4:00 – 6:00pm 

 
Join fellow congregants to create art in a relaxed, supportive 
environment.  Whether you’re a seasoned artist or haven’t 
done an art project since elementary school, this is the 
workshop for you!   All  non-smelly, quiet, and easy-to-clean 
media are welcome, so bring in your watercolors, pencils, 
pastels and paper cutting tools!  Our workshop leader,  Laurie 
Forman, will provide guidance on watercolor technique. 
 

No admission charge.   
 

To register for the workshop, or for more information, please 
contact adulted@tba-ny.org.   

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM  25 LEROY AVE, TARRYTOWN NY 10591  (914) 631-1770  TBA-NY.ORG 

Watercolor Painting          Drawing  and Pastels    Paper Cutting  
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Shirley Cooper in honor of Past President 
Stanley Helsel
Stephen and Arlene Simms in honor of 
Herb Baer

Israel Committee
Pearl Ann Schwartz in honor of  
Marla Peers

Library Fund
Stanley and Marcia Bell in loving 
memory of Gertrude and Al Tapper, and 
Elaine Geller

Light One Candle
Rochelle Kessler 

Pincus Fund
Joseph and Deborah Ades in loving 
memory of Stephen Isaiah Ades

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Gordon Swartz and Deborah Doyle 
Craig and Ellen Rosenberg in loving 
memory of Tyler Rosenberg
Gilbert and Thelma Bergsman in loving 
memory of Gilbert’s father, Jacob
Malcolm and Marilyn Miller in loving 
memory of Dorothy Reisner and Nathan 
Miller

Temple Fund
Barbara Barak in appreciation of the TBA 
Gala Committee, Rabbi Holtz, Cantor Margot, 
and President Michael Karnes for an 
enjoyable and memorable evening
Marc and Nancy Solomon in honor of 
Herb Baer’s special birthday!
Michael Friedman in honor of TBA’s 
Present and Past Presidents

Barbara Barak in loving memory of Jack 
Barak, DDS from Barbara Barak, Susan, Beth, 
and Sander
David and Ina Helfand in loving memory 
of Scott Reichman
Donald Kumka and Jane Silverman in 
loving memory of Morris Silverman
Harlan Matthews in loving memory of 
Belle Geminder
Harry and Linda Lubell in loving memory 
of Irving Cohen
Jacqueline Egelman in loving memory of 
Abe Egelman
Judith Lee in loving memory of Herbert 
Handelman
Len and Judith Hyman in loving memory 
of Judy’s father, Morris Siegel
Lester and Lynda Solomon in loving 
memory of Joseph Vandroff
Martin and Geri Singerman in loving 
memory of David Mottel and Meyer  
Singerman
Marvin and Joyce Jeshiva in loving 
memory of Robert Pomerantz
Morry and Naomi Silbiger in loving 
memory of Emil Silbiger
Mrs Estelle Seittelman in loving memory 
of her father
Phyllis Simpson in loving memory of her 
grandmother, Tillie Kleinman
Sidonia Singer in loving memory of Gizzy 
Strelinger
Susan Bannon in loving memory of Billie 
Epstein
Vicki Savitch in loving memory of Leonard 
Lifton and Anne Savitch

Tikkun Olam
Mark and Cynthia Mishler 

Yellow Candle
Abraham and Sonia Cohen
Adam Cott and Elizabeth Brackis Cott
Ari DeLevie and Judie Biderman
Barry and Jane Agdern
Barry Kasoff and Carrie Burns
Benjamin Gross and Diane Gross
Bradley and Carol Wank
David and Michele Kaufmann
Donald Kumka and Jane Silverman
Dorothy Litwin
Gideon Rabino
Ida Doctor
Jacqueline Gould
James Fowler and Susan Weinstein
Jeffrey and Janet Chester
Jerry and Andrea Moskowitz
Jonathan and Susan Cember
Lee and Pam Parker 
Lester Jacobs and Jane Herbert
Malcolm and Marilyn Miller
Mark and Cynthia Mishler
Mark and Judith Pomerantz
Marvin and Ruda Klein
Miranda Beckenstein
Mitch Weitzner and Judy Tygard
Morry and Naomi Silbiger
Pearl Ann Schwartz
Peter and Anne Schaeffer
Rochelle Kessler
Sheldon and Susan Manspeizer
Stephen and Geri Borkan
Steven and Laura Finkel 
Steven Haber and Sharon DeLevie

Tribute correction:

Pincus Fund
Stephen and Linda Gerstman in memory 
of Linda’s mother Anna Stella Lorenz to 
support our speaker for Yom HaShoah 
(We apologize for an incorrect listing in the 
April Bulletin and are showing the correct 
Tribute here.)

    	  

FREE JEWISH BOOKS AND MUSIC 
Each month for children ages 6 months 
through 8 years. 

SIGN UP TODAY!   To begin your monthly 

subscription, visit www.pjlibrary.org/ny/TBA  

No affiliation required to sign up! 

PJ Library is a gift from Temple Beth Abraham’s Harriet Verter Jewish 
Education Fund in partnership with the Harold Grinspoon Foundation 

If you know of other families who would enjoy participating, please contact us at pjlibrary@tba-ny.org 



Michael L. Rosenthal

914.773.0030  

491 Mamaroneck Avenue
White Plains, NY 10605
www.rosenthalmemorial.com

Reliable, 
Responsive,
Respectful
Rosenthal Memorial 
Chapel is independently-
owned and operated. 
With care and compassion, 
we offer a full range of 
Jewish funeral services. 

PUZZLED BY 
HOW TO CARE 
FOR AN ELDERLY 
RELATIVE
Geriatric Care Manager can help 
put the pieces together.
•  Evaluate clients level of function and make  

recommendation for home modifications,  
nursing home placement and  
home care services.

• Medicaid applications.

• Assist in cleanouts and moves.

• And much more.

Call Sue Stone-Groppe OTR/MS 
at 914-779-0031

or e-mail ssgotr@aol.com
website: www.elderservicesny.com

CELEBRATE
LIFE’S IMPORTANT MOMENTS WITH A MAZEL TOV BOND

MAZEL TOV BOND

INVEST IN ISRAEL BONDS ∙ ISRAELBONDS.COM

A Gift of Mazel Tov Bonds Helps Support Every Aspect 
of Israel’s Economy, Allowing for Advances in High-Tech, 

Biotechnology and Communications

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the 
prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated 
with investing in Israel bonds. Issues subject to availability. Member FINRA 
Photos: Aleksandr Kutsayev, Corbis, Comstock, istockphoto.com

Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds
Cynthia Blustein, Regestered Representative
999 Wilmot Road, 2nd Fl · Scarsdale, NY 10583
cynthia.blustein@israelbonds.com · 914.713.9003

404 Irvington St  Pleasantville, NY
 (914) 214-4800 / www.PartyInfinity.com

In�nity is a most unique private party venue speci�cally
designed  for Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s, Sweet 16’s, Weddings,

Corporate Functions & other Private A�airs.
A “one stop” 8,000 square foot Event Space with a capacity of 400 guests!

  We give you complete �exibility and control over every aspect of your function,
 while making it  simple to plan your party with our “all inclusive” philosophy. 

· A “Night Club" experience with  5,000 watts of Sound  &  Lighting!
· A High Tech HD Video System  with Remote Action Cameras!
· MCs, Dancers and Entertainers of every kind!
· All leather VIP Lounge to relax and check out the action!
· Arcade Hall / Casino / Gameroom / Photo Studio / Digital Sign-In 
· Custom Coney Island Photobooth with  Photos & Video!
· Zapshot Photos / Air Brush Tattoos / Morph Photos /   Blacklight 
· T-Shirt & Confetti Cannons / Lightup Staging /  Step & Repeat
· Digital Gra�ti Wall /  “Fat” Laser Show /  CO2 Cannons  & More!

The ultimate “nyc nightclub style” private event space!
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Deadline for upcoming issues:

August 1 for September, 2017

Meet RiverSpring Health™

For nearly a century, the Hebrew Home at Riverdale has 

been helping older adults live the fullest lives they can. 

Today, we’ve grown from our award-winning nursing 

home into RiverSpring Health, a new brand offering 

a full range of care solutions including managed 

long-term care, independent living, assisted living, 

rehabilitation, skilled nursing, and much more.

Learn more about how we can help you live forward at 

1.800.56.SENIOR or by visiting riverspringhealth.org.

Helping Older Adults 
Live Forward Since 1917


