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A place of Jewish learning, living and
exploration for all 7th-12th graders
at Temple Beth Abraham
Join us. You already belong.

M’komech...it’s YOUR place.
TBA IS FOR ALL CONGREGANTS, ALL AGES
Many of our teens have been at Temple Beth Abraham since
they were little. We have taught them that they count, that their
voice matters and that our community values their involvement.

HaMakom…
the place for TBA Teens.


COMMUNITY



JEWISH LEARNING



JEWISH VALUES



JEWISH LIVING



SOCIAL JUSTICE

At this age, they are in between so many transitions - from
middle school to high school, high school to college - where they
are told to make choices, make decisions, choose what they
want to learn and do.
In our Hebrew High program, we want to provide them with
that space. A place that is for them, where they can choose and
design what they want to learn, where they can be nurtured
and mentored in making those choices and decisions.

M’komcha...it’s YOUR place.
WHERE EVERYONE COUNTS
For this purpose, we designed a new model for Hebrew
High at TBA, developed with the following goals in mind:







Build community
Provide high quality curricular content in an informal,
engaging environment
Provide students the ability to make choices about
their own education
Select curriculum that is relevant, age appropriate
and of interest to our students
Increase post B’nei mitzvah retention

Each student* will have two classes: one core class and one
elective that will change throughout the year. In addition to
Monday nights, there will be a travel component for each
core curriculum.
*with the exception of Confirmation students who will not have electives.

M’komenu...it’s OUR place

OUR VISION
We strive to create a
sacred space - a makom where all our high school
students in grades 7-12 are
welcome to gather,
explore, learn and work

together in Jewish study,
dialogue and social action.
Through grade-specific
core classes, electives, trips
and alternate day
opportunities for

MONDAY NIGHTS ~ YOUR NIGHT AT TBA

engagement, we hope to
nurture the next generation

6:15-6:40pm

6:45-7:30pm

7:35-8:15pm

7th Grade

Holocaust and the Birth
of the State of Israel

Elective

8th & 9th
Grades

Speaking Truth to Power: Elective
Lessons from the
Prophets

of learners and leaders in
our Jewish community.

10th Grade

Dinner
b’yachad
together

Confirmation
Class

Confirmation
Class

11th Grade

From the Shtetl to
Seinfeld: Jewish New
York

Elective

12th Grade

Israel on Campus:
Finding YOUR Voice

Elective

M’komech...it’s YOUR place.

CORE-FOUNDATION
Jewish life doesn’t
conclude when you are
called to the Torah as a Bar
or Bat Mitzvah. It’s just the
beginning! From the
moment of your first aliyah,

you count like never before
and we need you.

7th GRADE
A Window Into Jewish History ~ We will attempt to
answer the question of why do Jewish people live where
they live these days? We will cover a significant era of
Jewish history & life, spanning the last one hundred and
fifty years. There will be a special emphasis on world
events and their influence on Jewish life and an
exploration of cultural influences on Jewish lifestyle. Our
focus of study will be on the Holocaust, the birth of
Zionism, and the creation of a Jewish homeland. We will
be offering a 7th grade-only trip to compliment this
curriculum. More details to come.

8th and 9th GRADES
Speaking Truth to Power: Lessons from the Prophets ~
We will study the lives of seven prophets and the Jewish
values they exemplify. Our exploration will bring us to
understand the historical context for considering the
challenges faced by the prophets in their own day. In
this course students will explore connections to modernday events and people while discovering the relevance
for today in the ancient messages of our biblical
ancestors. Questions throughout the class address
students directly, to get them thinking and to draw out
their views.
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CORE-FOUNDATION
What will you stand for?
Choosing to be part of the
Jewish people, claiming
your place and knowing
your history are all pieces
of the mosaic that make-

up who you are and who

10th GRADE

you are becoming.

Confirmation ~ It has been said “that what the
confirmands and the rabbi discuss in the library stays in
the library”. These words are a sacred vow for those who
attend Confirmation Class. Using the Ten
Commandments as the springboard for discussion,
students study for the year with Rabbi Holtz. Engaging in
dialogue, appropriate disagreement, and challenging
themselves to think more deeply, students develop
connections to Rabbi Holtz, TBA, and to their peers in a
unique and profound way.

11th GRADE
Jews of New York ~ For many of us, our common
immigrant experience brought our ancestors through Ellis
Island and New York City. Students will delve deep into
the lives of Jewish immigrants (the good, the bad, and
the ugly) and learn how much of that experience has
influenced our Jewish lives today. We will conclude with
what life is like for ALL Jews of New York.

12th GRADE
Preparing Your Voice for College ~ students will learn
about how to engage in dialogue about Israel when
they are no longer living in a familiar community. Today’s
Jewish students, regardless of their position on Israel, are
often faced with aggressive interactions that they do not
know how to navigate. Together we will help students
find their comfort zone and how to communicate their
opinions.

M’komech...it’s YOUR place.

ELECTIVES
We value student-driven
learning and recognize that this
involvement deepens a
student’s commitment and
immersion into a subject that
reaches beyond the four walls
of a classroom. Based on
feedback from students, we are

offering the following choices
for elective learning.
Elective classes are made up of
students from all grades, except
10th Grade/Confirmation.

IN SEARCH OF ISRAELI CUISINE
Have you ever wondered about the origins of some of
your favorite Israeli foods? In this elective participants will
discuss the origins of food as they prepare each dish and
maybe even learn about the people who make up Israel
through their food.

ART & SPIRITUALITY
“Shiviti Hashem l’negdi tamid - I will keep God at the
forefront of my mind at all times.” (Psalm 16:8) The shiviti
are meditative representations of God’s name and are
meant to help a person create a more mindful prayer
practice or space. They are like Kabbalistic mandalas. In
this class students will explore the meaning of the quote
and gather materials in order to represent its ideas
through designing and creating personalized shivitis.

JUDAISM THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY
What’s the difference between objective and subjective
photography? How can we see God through
photography? What’s not in the photo? What’s outside
the photo? Together we will learn about Jewish culture
through your cell phone pictures and how you capture
the world around you.

M’komi...it’s MY place.

ELECTIVES

THE STAR, THE CRESCENT AND THE CROSS
In this elective, students will explore the relationship
between Judaism, Christianity and Islam. We will touch
on topics including understanding different sects of
Judaism, the origins of Christianity & Islam, and what it
was like for Jews living as minorities in majority (Christian
Europe or Muslim Ottoman Empire) lands. We will learn
about how each religion influenced the other and will
uncover some truths and misconceptions about life for
Jews in Christian- and Muslim-dominated lands. We will
then try to understand the effects these past
relationships have on today’s world.

TUNES & TEXT
Students will share their favorite tunes, explain the stories
behind the songs, and then learn how Torah text is
related to the messages in current favorite songs. Join us
on this musical exploration!

M’komech...it’s YOUR place.

TRIPS
One may participate in a trip
without being enrolled in our
Hebrew High Program, with the
exception of 10th Grade. Both
participation in the
Confirmation class and
attending the trip are core
requirements.

Please note that each trip

7TH GRADE

requires an additional cost. Our

We are still in the planning stages for an exciting and engaging 7th
Grade trip. Details to come!

goal is keep expenses at a
minimum, and these are often
based on the number of
participants. As always, we do
not want finances to prevent
any of our teens from
participating, and we will work
together to come to an
arrangement that is
comfortable for your family.

8TH & 9TH GRADES
Trip to the Jewish South (February 8-11, 2019) ~ 8th and 9th Graders
are invited to participate on Etgar 36: A Southeast Civil Rights
Journey. The theme of the trip is “for we were once strangers in a
strange land”. Students will learn about the struggles of African
Americans to gain equality in the ‘50s and ‘60s, as well as discover
how Jews were involved in the Civil Rights struggle. Participants will
walk away understanding why Jews, as a people who have known
oppression, must care and act when others are oppressed. The
journey can include Atlanta, Montgomery, Selma and Birmingham.
Visits include the site where Leo Frank was lynched, the Rosa Parks
Museum, the Martin Luther King Center/Auburn Ave. district,
Ebenezer Church, the Edmund Pettus Bridge, the Equal Justice
Initiative, Freedom Park and Birmingham Civil Rights Institute and the
Names Project–AIDS Quilt.

10TH GRADE CONFIRMATION
The Confirmation Class attends the Religious Action Center’s (RAC)
L’Taken Social Justice conference in Washington, DC (February 8-11,
2019). Along with students from across the country, TBA teens have
the opportunity to share their views on social justice topics with the
decision-makers on Capitol Hill. Students are exposed to a variety of
current public policy issues, and will explore the Jewish values that
inform the Reform Movement’s advocacy around those issues.
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TRIPS

11TH GRADE
I want to be a part of it, New York, New York! We’ll celebrate
Havdalah along the Hudson River, have dinner and catch a
Broadway show. We’ll stay the night and have breakfast at a local
diner before taking the train back home. (January 20-21, 2019)

12TH GRADE
AIPAC Policy Conference in Washington, DC (March 24-26, 2019)
* This trip is not yet confirmed and may be changed.
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ENGAGEMENT
Our teens are busier than
ever and we want to help
them see the beauty in
creating “Jewish time”.
With this in mind, we are
offering more entry ways
for our teens . We want our
teens to know that
however they choose to
engage in Jewish living
and learning, the important
thing is to be engaged.

ZEETY (SENIOR YOUTH GROUP)
Temple Beth Abraham’s Senior Youth Group (ZEETY) is for
our 9th-12th graders. ZEETY provides opportunities for
teens to participate in fun activities, volunteer, form
lasting friendships, and develop leadership skills...all
through a Jewish lens.
Interested in a leadership role? You can join our ZEEBO
(ZEETY Board) as a Standing Board Member! Our Board
meets once a month.
ZEETY is affiliated with NFTY (North American Federation
of Temple Youth), and NFTY-NAR (New York Area
Region). NFTY events (like Fall, Winter and Spring Kallah
weekend retreats) are part of the ZEETY calendar.

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP
Temple Beth Abraham’s Junior Youth Group (JYG) is for
our 6th-8th graders! JYG provides opportunities for 6th,
7th and 8th graders with fun, Jewish centered, activities
throughout the school year.
JYG is affiliated with NFTY, the North American
Federation of Temple Youth, and NFTY-NAR. We
participate in events with other synagogues for our 678
(NFTYs Junior Group for 6th, 7th and 8th graders)
programming, as well as the 678 retreat!

M’komi...it’s MY place.

ENGAGEMENT

SOCIAL ACTION/MITZVAH CORPS
Help lead, plan and coordinate along with TBA’s Tikkun
Olam committee our all new Mitzvah Day initiatives. If
you are that teen who seeks to make a difference in this
world and in the lives of others then you are a Mitzvah
Corps Teen. All levels of volunteerism and leadership
welcomed.

MADRICHIM (Guides)
7th-12th graders are invited to be role models for our
Sunday Funday-5th grade students. Madrichim serve a
vital role by connecting with younger students and
forming strong relationships with them. In the classroom,
madrichim are provided the opportunity to work side-byside with a teacher as well as serve as a one-to-one
resource for students. Madrichim may facilitate
discussion groups or small activity groups. They may even
earn the responsibility of teaching a lesson. In the office,
our madrichim help ensure the smooth operations of the
Religious School during school hours. He/She may assist
with photography and recording our school in action,
collections, preparation of materials or other necessary
tasks.

ALL-TEEN SHABBATON
Teens who want to help create and design the first ever
All-Teen Shabbaton should sign up for this group. Make
your voice part of the conversation! We will meet on
Mondays before Hebrew High dinner in order to plan for
this awesome inaugural event.

M’komcha...it’s YOUR place.
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For more information or questions about how
YOU can be part of HaMakom, please call
Rabbi Allison Berlinger directly at
914.631.1770 x22

For more information about our Youth Groups,
please email Stessa Peers, Director of Youth
Engagement at youthdirector@tba-ny.org

Register NOW at www.tba-ny.org!

Join us. You already belong.

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM
25 Leroy Avenue
Tarrytown, NY 10591
914.631.1770
www.tba-ny.org

