TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

4SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
FRIDAY, APRIL 5

6:00pm 6th Grade Family Shabbat
Dinner
7:00pm 6th Grade Family Shabbat
Service
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From Rabbi Holtz’s Study

SATURDAY, APRIL 6

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
with Kiddush

FRIDAY, APRIL 12

Dear Friends,

7:30pm Shabbat Services with Torah
Reading

SATURDAY, APRIL 13

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
11:00am Sadie Barnett, daughter of
Richard and Jennifer Barnett, will be
called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

FRIDAY, APRIL 19

Erev Passover and First Seder,
no Friday night service

SATURDAY, APRIL 20

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
for Passover

FRIDAY, APRIL 26

7:30pm Reform Shabbat Services, 8th
night of Passover with Drummer and
Visual T’filah

SATURDAY, APRIL 27

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
for Passover with Yizkor

You’ll soon be receiving information about this year’s iteration of Every1Counts, our
reimagining of the ritual of counting the days between gaining our freedom at Passover
and receiving the Torah at Shavuot. I hope you’ll try it out, and I certainly hope you find
it meaningful.
One of the central ideas of this project is literally that everyone counts – each individual is
important in their own right, and everyone’s participation is important to the community as
a whole. You can count on the group, and the group can count on you.
This plays out in many ways. At Simchat Torah, we each have a chance to dance with a
Torah scroll, and people are often surprised at how heavy it is. But then we completely unroll
one of the scrolls around our kids in the social hall, with everyone holding on to a bit of the
parchment, and everyone is amazed at how light it is! What is heavy lifting for one person
is easily carried by everyone together.
The same is true of the Temple itself. I am extraordinarily proud of how you all embraced
our cutting edge voluntary contribution system. It started off incredibly well, because we did
a really good job explaining it and because you all stepped up, so that the shortfall that
everyone was worried about did not happen. A few years into the program, things are a little
tighter, so it’s worth remembering that this is a “donate as best you can” system, which
means we ask everyone to stretch just a bit if possible. Expenses go up each year, so we ask
that, if you can, you increase your donation a bit each year. Some can do more than the
sustaining number and some can do less, but Every1Counts. As long as we all do our best,
the heavy lifting of sustaining our spiritual home is done much more easily.
We will soon break ground on the final phase of making TBA fully physically accessible. A
new entrance with an elevator will make it possible for everyone to participate fully, no matter
their physical ability. Our voluntary contribution system has already made belonging to TBA
fully financially accessible, and I have no doubt that this will continue because I know the
importance of this Temple in your lives. You count on TBA, and the TBA community counts
on you.
Renée joins me in wishing you all a sweet and happy Passover.
L’shalom,
Rabbi David K. Holtz

Notes from
Cantor Margot E.B. Goldberg
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Shalom! Happy spring!
The crocuses are blooming and the supermarket shelves are filled with Easter candy
and Passover necessities (OK, Passover candy too!). For many, the onset of spring
means spring cleaning. For those of us kashering our home for Passover, this is
also a type of spring cleaning and it all leads to purging.
For the past year I have been cleaning my office (OK, if you walked in right now
you wouldn’t notice, but I really have been!). It all began because I was looking for
a piece of music I knew I had, but couldn’t find - and it branched out from there.
I’ve cleaned out two overflowing filing cabinets and started on my towering book
shelves. I have to admit I feel lighter and more productive, as I can now easily find
things. Soon I hope everything will have a place so there is more space for me and
my music. I haven’t watched any of the Marie Kondo episodes on Netflix called
“Tidying Up,” but it is dedicated to purging your life of unneeded stuff down to
that which “brings you joy.”
Do you have a spring cleaning routine? Do you have a Passover cleaning
ritual? If not, what are you waiting for?
Passover always seems to be a bit of a waiting game. Even though we are free from
Egyptian slavery, we still retell the story so that this type of anti-Semitic treatment
doesn’t happen again. And yet, part of the Seder ritual is to acknowledge that we
are waiting for Elijah. That waiting seems to indicate that we are not yet completely
free. So what is Elijah coming to tell us? What are we waiting for? What are we still
slaves to?
According to Simeon J. Maslin: “The custom of drinking multiple cups of wine is
derived from God’s promises to the enslaved Israelites. Four promises follow one
another in rapid succession (Exodus 6:6-7): “I will free you...”, “I will deliver you...”,
“I will redeem you...”, “and I will take you to be My people.” Then, after an intervening verse, a fifth promise appears: “I will bring you into the land....” Each cup
of wine is a symbol of the joy we feel as beneficiaries of God’s promises. But is the
fifth promise connected to the prior four, or is it a separate promise? On this the
rabbis could not agree. Some said there should be four cups in honor of four
promises; others said five cups for five promises.
The Talmud uses the Aramaic word teku to indicate that the rabbis could not reach
a decision on a matter under discussion. And so the decision as to the number of
cups was left teku, but the Passover haggadah prescribes four cups for us to
drink-possibly as a parallel to the four questions and the four sons. But just in case
there really should be five, the writers of the haggadah called for an additional
symbolic cup.” (Passover: The Mystery of the Fifth Cup by: Simeon J. Maslin,
https://Reformjudaism.Org/Passover-Mystery-Fifth-Cup) That cup is reserved for
Elijah who will someday arrive and answer the question of four or five cups.
As you are making your preparations for Passover, or spring, or both, I would
encourage you to think about these four, or five, promises that God made to the
Israelite people. How do these promises fit into your life? Do you feel delivered,
redeemed from whatever it is that you need to purge in your life? Are you waiting
for Elijah to bring you the answers or are there steps that you can take on your
own? What are you waiting for and what brings you joy?
L’shalom,
Cantor Margot E.B. Goldberg
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From the Interim
Director of Education4

TORAH READING

What would your TBA Religious School be like if you had the
power to make it what you wanted? How would you structure
the time? What things would you want to prioritize for your
children to learn? What skills or traditions would you want to
highlight? What is your vision for your children?
We are living in a time of intense anxiety. We’re worried about everything. Safety
and security, money, trying to give our kids everything we have been told they
need to grow into high achieving, successful adults. Where does Judaism fit? As a
Jewish educator for 18 years, I believe it will help us all, individual children and the
Jewish community as a whole, if we spend some time thinking about these
questions. If we want to sustain the Jewish community, what do our children need
to be able to make the choice to become Jewish adults?

April 5-6
Tazria Leviticus 12:1−13:59
April 12-13
M’tzora Leviticus 14:1-15:33
April 19-20 First Day of Passover
Exodus 12:21-51
Numbers 28:16-25
April 26-27 Eighth Day of Passover
Deuteronomy 14:22-16:17
Numbers 28:19-25

CANDLE LIGHTING
Friday, April 5
Friday, April 12
Friday, April 19
Saturday, April 20
Thursday, April 25
Friday, April 26

7:06pm
7:13pm
7:21pm
8:22pm
7:27pm
7:28pm

Visioning creates a common goal, hope, and encouragement; it offers the possibility for change; gives a sense of control and purpose. It encourages creative thinking and passion. It gives us goals and a map.
TBA is an amazing community! Smart, thoughtful children; a commitment to
equity and inclusion, dedicated and talented teachers and clergy who care deeply
about this community and your Jewish learning and connections.
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How about values? Spirituality? Tradition? Ritual? How can we nurture you and
	
  
your children’s Jewish Journey?
Crafting a vision is only the beginning. An old proverb says…
A vision without a plan is just a dream
A plan without a vision is just drudgery.
But a vision with a plan can change the world.
Let’s change the world!
With hope and joy,
Felice

Friday Night
Drumming Reform
Shabbat Service
7:30pm
APRIL 26
MAY 31
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This campaign will bring new life
to our building, expand the range
of programs and services, and
help to secure our financial future.
Together, we can renew the links
between our pride in our past, our
joy at what we have made real,
and our dreams of what
is possible.
For information about how to
get involved or to make a gift,
contact Campaign Chair
Gayle Aaron at
bridges@tba-ny.org or call
Stuart Skolnick at the Temple.

Now, there are twice as many options for readers at TBA…

…the Book Club and TBA@Night, the Evening
Book Group

7:30pm Tuesday
April 23, 2019

10:00am Friday
May 10, 2019

Seder
OPEN TO ALL WITCHES AND
WIZARDS IN JYG (6-8TH
GRADES) AND ZEETY (9-12TH
GRADES)
APRIL 27, 2019
5:00pm-7:00pm
$5.00
(and a box of matzoh!)
per participant
Each group will meet every other
month on alternate months

For more information and to RSVP email
our Director of Youth Engagement at
youthdirector@tba-ny.org

Jewish LGBTQ Teens & Allies in 8th-12th grade:

Join us for discussions and activities that
celebrate LGBTQ and Jewish identities!
Sundays 4-6pm
January 27 at Congregation Kol Ami in White Plains
March 24 at Woodlands Community Temple in White Plains
May 19 at Westchester Jewish Center in Mamaroneck
Plus...June 30 NYC Pride March
These programs are led by members of the Mosaic Advisory Council:
Abby Reiken, Education Director at Bet Am Shalom Synagogue
Jill Schreibman, Licensed Clinical Social Worker with experience serving
LGBTQ adolescents and Program Coordinator of UJA-Federation of
NY’s Career>Connect program at Westchester Jewish Community Services.

For more information and to RSVP, contact:
Abby Reiken at eddirector@betamshalom.org or (914) 946-8851

4 PAGE 4

Please join us as we celebrate

Cantor Margot Goldberg
for her 25 years of dedication, service and spirit
to our Temple Beth Abraham community.
Saturday, May 4, 2019
7:00pm - 11:00pm
Cocktail Reception and Dancing
Temple Beth Abraham
25 Leroy Avenue
Tarrytown, NY 10591
Kindly respond by April 15, 2019
Festive Attire
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Tikkun Olam4

Temple Beth Abraham’s Adult Ed.
Committee

presents: Movie Mavens

JOIN US!

-11:00am
Sundays 9:30
rary
in the TBA Lib
April 14
June 23

May 11
7:00pm

Crafts For A Cause
Temple Beth Abraham * 25 Leroy Avenue * Tarrytown, NY * (914) 631-1770 * www.tba-ny.org

Thanks to our knitters, Crafts for a Cause has so far donated
40 little red hats to the American Heart Association.
Our last meeting date was at Mitzvah Day. Watch for the
date of our next meeting.
We have supplies for you to use, but any donations of yarn
and knitting needles are always appreciated.
For further information, please email Joyce Licker:
craftsforacause@tba-ny.org

Elijah & Miriam Cups
Bring the family and create your own heirloom goblet with the help of local artist

Laura Blau Paul

Advance sign-up required to reserve your spot and materials!

Sunday, April 7
11:15am-1:00pm

For more information and to sign
up please visit:

http://bit.ly/GlassCup
Sponsored by the Fran
Friedman Fund for the
Enrichment of Children

Midnight Run
Our next run will be in May (date TBD). If you are interested
in preparing food, participating in the Run, or want more
information, please email Steven Chang at
midnightrun@tba-ny.org
Tikkun Olam would like to help you make your idea
happen! Are you passionate about a cause? Please plan
to attend our next meeting or reach us with ideas and
get on our mailing list at TikkunOlam@tba-ny.org. We
are looking forward to a great year filled with meaningful
social action. We hope you’ll join us.
– Melissa Baer, Andrea White

Tikkun Olam would not exist without u.
Thank you for your time, experience,
donations and ideas.
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The Living Museum® Program
Emma Friedman,
granddaughter of
Fran Friedman z’l,
exhibited her
family Kiddush
cup at the Living
Museum, 2018.

In our 10th Anniversary year of
The Living Museum we are offering
a number of different ways to celebrate.
The Living Museum Program has impacted hundreds of students and families.
6th grade students along with their
teachers Rabbi Justin Schwartz and
Cantor Mandi Beckenstein, who spearhead the program each year, have visited
the Museum of Jewish Heritage, Battery
Park City as the kickoff event. They have
discovered stories about heirlooms that
their families hold dear, as well as
making a deeper connection to the
person who owns it through interviewing them. The culmination is the
exhibition each year when they show
their artifact and share their stories with
their fellow students, parents, teachers,
and visitors to the live Living Museum.
This year’s Live Living Museum “Lit and
Legit” will be open on Friday April 5

after Family Services and on Sunday
morning April 7 during school hours
(9:00-11:00am) to show off both our
current 6th graders’ family heirlooms, as
well as any artifacts that were shown in
the past 9 years or that a family would
like to share with us. Extra tables will be
available to accommodate these exhibitors. Just let Cantor Mandi know that
you want to exhibit (cantormum@gmail.
com). We really want to encourage past

Lit&Legit

The Living Museum
10th Anniversary Exhibition
All previous exhibitors and new
exhibitors are invited to join in
sharing their heirlooms and stories
with us at Temple Beth Abraham
Friday April 5 (following services)
and Sunday April 7 (9:00-11:00am)
in the Cocktail Area

Sign up with Cantor Mandi at cantormum@gmail.com
by April 4 so we can save a space for you!
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exhibitors or their families to share their
extraordinary heirlooms with us again
this weekend.
Through the generosity of the Fran
Friedman Fund for the Enrichment of
Children we are offering a multi-generational workshop to provide heirloom
quality Judaica to TBA families via a
Miriam and/or Elijah cup for use at the
Passover Seder. This workshop will be
held at the Temple from 11:15am to
1:00pm on Sunday, April 7. Sign up will
be available through Eventbrite. Each
family may choose to etch either a
Miriam or an Elijah’s cup and take home
a beautiful piece of Judaica. Should you
wish to make a pair, the charge for the
2nd cup is $6.00; the first cup is underwritten by the Fran Friedman Fund. Sign
up is encouraged so that we can order
the correct amount of supplies.
We are honored to have artist Laura
Blau Paul of Laura Paul Designs from
Scarsdale lead the workshop. Cantor
Mandi and Rabbi Justin along with the
Fran Friedman Fund want as many
Temple families as possible to create
memories together by etching a glass
Elijah and/or Miriam’s cup for use at the
Passover Seder this year.
The Fran Friedman Fund for the
Enrichment of Children was created at
TBA in loving memory of Fran following
her death on May 10, 2014. Fran was all
about family, education, and making
learning fun.
The Living Museum is a project of The
Museum of Jewish Heritage – a Living
Memorial to the Holocaust and was
developed with a grant from the
Covenant Foundation.

Adult Education4
Tanakh Study: Wednesdays at 10:00-11:00am

Rabbi Holtz leads a class every Wednesday. The group is currently
exploring the Book of Samuel in English. No previous knowledge is
required and you can join in at any point in the cycle.
Saturdays at 9:00am during Conservative Services.

Mah Jongg: Mondays at 1:00pm
A friendly, non-competitive (no betting) gathering at Temple Beth
Abraham. All levels welcome. Interested in an evening game? Let us
know. Free for Temple members; $2.00 for guests.

Book Club: Discuss contemporary books on Jewish themes.

Free for TBA members; $2.00 for guests. RSVP (914) 631-1770 or
AdultEd@tba-ny.org
Friday, May 10 at 10:00am
To The End of The Land by David Grossman
Ora, a middle aged Israeli mother, is about to celebrate her son Ofra’s
release from army service. Instead he returns to the front for a major
offensive. Upset by her son’s decision, she sets out on a journey
through the Galilee, avoiding all news of the fighting, in the hopes of
also avoiding the dreaded knock on the door notifying her of the most
horrible news imaginable- her son’s death. If she is not at home, her
son’s death cannot happen. Ora is accompanied on her travels by
Avram, her son’s biological father, who has never met Ofra, and who is
the best friend of her divorced husband. As they travel, Ora describes
the realities of daily life in Israel, raising children amidst the background of continuous warfare and strife. Ora believes that Israel has no
future. “It dioesn’t really have a chance, this country. It just doesn’t.”
Will you agree with her when you finish reading this book?

Israeli dance: Wednesdays, April 3, 17, 24 (See page 9.)
Beginners 7:00-8:00pm; Open Dance and Instruction 8:00-9:45pm
TBA members $10.00, Visitors and Guests $15.00, Students $5.00

Women’s Circle is back! Next meeting is May 31 at 5:45pm.

For more information, please email tbawomenscircle@gmail.com.
Meetings end in time for the 7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service.
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Projected Friday night
Visual T’filah services
are easy to follow!
April 26 8th day of Passover
May 31 Broadway Shabbat, Chai Plus
June 14 Board Installation




SAVE THE DATE
Saturday June 22

Israeli Folk Dancing
with lessons by Leng

It was the 1970s and Israel had suffered a
crushing near-defeat in the Yom Kippur War.
Morale was low. What better way to renew
Israel’s self-esteem than by the success of
a fledgling basketball team, a team that
put Israel “on the map.”
Please join us for a sports-centric American-Israeli
dinner followed by the film, “On the Map.”
Sponsored by the TBA Israel Committee

April 3, 17, 24

May 15, 22, 29

June 5, 19, 26

Instruction: 7:00-8:00pm; Open Dance and Instruction: 8:00-9:45pm
•
•
•

$10.00 for Temple Beth Abraham Members
$15.00 for Visitors and Guests
$5.00 for Junior High, High School and University Students

For more information, contact adulted@tba-ny.org
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http://ctisraelidance.com
BER 3/2019

The Woman with Four Names

An Inspirational Holocaust Story of Survival & Bravery

TBA Yom
HaShoah
TBA Yom HaShoah Service includes
a presentation
of

Se

Wednesday, May 1
including
a presentation
of
7:30
p.m.

The Woman with Four Names

An Inspirational Holocaust
StoryWoman
of Survival &with
BraveryFour
The

N

Inspirational
Holocaust Story of Surviv
WEDNESDAY,An
MAY
1 AT 7:30PM
Ellen Kaidanow is the daughter-in-law of
two Holocaust survivors (Ellen & Jerry)

She tells the story of her mother-in-law’s life,
and her miraculous tale of becoming the sole
survivor of her family at age 6. Ellen
was
saved
She tells
the story
of her mother-in-law’s life, and her miraculous
of becoming the sole survivor of her family at age 6. Ellen
by a Christian woman, who riskedtale
her
life
by
was saved by a Christian woman, who risked her life by hiding
her for two years.
hiding her for two years.

Wednesday
7:30 p

Ellen feels that part of her purpose is to be witness to her
Ellen feels that part of her purpose
is to be
mother-in-law’s
inspirational story, thus allowing others to
have a personal connection to the Holocaust.
witness to her mother-in-law’s inspirational
story, thus allowing others to have a personal
connection to the Holocaust.

Ellen Kaidanow is the
two Holocaust survivo

Ellen Kaidanow is the daughter-in-law of two
Holocaust survivors (Ellen & Jerry)

Invest in Israeli companies!

She tells the story of her mother-in-law’s life, and her miraculous
tale of becoming the sole survivor of her family at age 6. Ellen
was saved by a Christian woman, who risked her life by hiding
her for two years.

The Adult Ed Committee at Temple

Ellen feels that
partAbraham
of her purpose
to be
to her
Beth
invitesisyou
towitness
a
mother-in-law’s inspirational story, thus allowing others to
Sunday Lecture and Reception
have a personal connection to the Holocaust.

Learn about Israeli innovation!

Our unique
investment club is
now 5 years old!

Bitcoin, Cryptocurrencies, and
the Evolution of Money
Computer Scientist David Frank will take us on a
journey from the earliest days of money to the
current phenomenon of digital cryptocurrencies.
No technology background required. Just bring
your curiosity.

Support Israel!
Forthcoming meeting is April 10.

Shekelvestors, our Israel Investment Club, meets
every 2nd Wednesday evening at 8:00pm in
Room 13. Interested in finding out about us?
Then join us for a meeting!
Email us at Shekelvestors@tba-ny.org.

Sunday,
April
2019 4:00pm
DATE TO
BE14,
ANNOUNCED
TBA Members: free ($5.00 at the door)
Guests: $10.00
Sign up on EventBrite: http://bit.ly/TBA-bitcoin
Or call the Temple Office: (914) 631-1770
Includes a wine
and cheese
reception
BER 3/2019
BER 2/2019

4 PAGE 10

Passover

Service Schedule

Passover begins with the first Seder on Friday, April 19 and
continues through Friday, April 26, in the Reform tradition
or Saturday, April 27, in the Conservative tradition.
1st day, Saturday, April 20 at 9:00 am join us for the
Conservative Passover service.
8th day, Saturday, April 27 at 9:00 am join us for the
Conservative Passover Service with Yizkor.

The Holiday with Four Names
Chag ha-Matzot
The Festival of Unleavened Bread
Chag ha-Pesach
The Festival of the Paschal Offering
Chag ha-Aviv
The Festival of Spring
Z’man Cherutenu
The Season of our Liberation

Never Fear! Last Minute Passover Basics are Here! by Rabbi Sally J. Priesand
Did you ever notice how Passover, our
festival of freedom, is the holiday on
which we are least free? So much
preparation, so little time, so many
restrictions, so few choices. The house
must be cleaned, the chametz removed,
the matzah bought, the charoset made,
the Haggadah read. Tradition clearly
states how to conduct our seder in its
proper order, what we may eat, both
that night and in the week to come very little freedom here, just discipline.
Every year on Erev Pesach I have a friend
who calls late in the afternoon to ask
me how to arrange the things that go
on the seder plate and why. By now,
she knows the answers, but the phone
call has become tradition, and every
year we review together the items on
the seder plate:
• a roasted lamb bone representing the
Passover sacrifice;
• sprigs of parsley symbolizing the
renewal of hope that comes with the
beginning of spring;
• bitter herbs (usually horseradish, but
some people prefer romaine lettuce), a
reminder of the bitterness of slavery;
• charoset, a special mixture of apples,
nuts, cinnamon and wine, symbolizing
the mortar used by our ancestors to
make bricks for Pharaoh;
• a hard-boiled egg, representing the
festival offering, a symbol of life itself.

Our checklist also includes holiday
candles, three matzot specially covered,
salt water, enough wine (or grape juice)
for everyone to drink four cups, a
Haggadah for everyone present and a
cup for Elijah. Some people also place a
pillow on each chair for reclining and
have available a cup, basin and towel
for washing.

Before drinking the fourth cup of wine,
pour a drop from Elijah’s cup into the
cup of every person present. Do this as
a reminder that we must be Elijah and
act in ways that will bring about the
Messianic Age.

Although the seder has its order, we are
encouraged to add something new
from year to year. Here are some
suggestions:

Helpful Information for
a Joyous Passover

• When you invite your seder guests,
ask each one to bring with them a brief
quotation about freedom. During the
seder, pause every now and then, and
ask people to share their quotes and
explain why they were chosen.
• Set aside a Matzah of Hope for those
who are hungry and homeless in your
community. Pass a tzedakah box among
your seder participants and decide
together where to contribute the funds.
• Remember the many contributions
made by Jewish women to the redemption of our people. Put a cup for
Miriam, Moses and Aaron’s sister, on
your seder table.
Fill it with water and reflect on the
miraculous well that accompanied our
ancestors as they wandered in the
wilderness. Assign one guest ahead of
time to research the meaning of
Miriam’s cup.

Now relax and have a wonderful
Passover!

On the eve of the fourteenth of Nissan,
the first Seder night, Jews all over the
world assemble with family members
and friends in homes or public places to
commemorate the deliverance of the
Israelites from Egyptian bondage over
thirty-two hundred years ago.
The Seder ceremony is comprised of
many elements of historical narration
and ritual, special foods and hymns.
They follow one another in a certain
order - in fact, the word Seder means
order - just as they have for hundreds of
years. It’s easy for one or more members
of the household to conduct the Seder,
and for everyone at the table to participate, because everything to be done
and to be said is compiled in one book,
the Haggadah. With a little preparation,
anyone can lead a Seder!

A Passover Thought from
Our LGBTQ+ Taskforce
“This year we are slaves; next year may we be free.” In every
generation, we find ourselves in narrow places (Mitzrayim
– Egypt) — political oppression, environmental crisis, personal
struggles to live up to our own best selves. The seder ritual is
a brilliant orchestration of an extended conversation around
the central themes of memory and justice and liberation. To
which, let us add, whoever expands the doing of the work of
tikkun, “healing”—of myself and of society—is even more
praiseworthy. As another rabbinic statement puts it, lo ha
midrash ha-ikkar, ela ha-ma’aseh: the telling alone is not
enough; it must lead us to act in the world. (“The Telling is
Not Enough,” an essay published in the Torah Queeries
series.)
Every year, Jews gather at seder tables around the world to
remember, retell, and reconnect with the story of our collective redemption. Passover compels us to ask ourselves how
we are moving out of Mitzrayim, the narrow straits of
oppression and brokenness that still mar our world, and
toward liberation in our lives today.
At Passover, it is the family’s responsibility to retell the story,
to inspire each new generation to accept the task of living
out our values, of remembering that we were once strangers,
and therein find an obligation to those on the margins of our
own societies.
The LGBTQ+ Taskforce would like to suggest that at your
seder table this year when asking the traditional 4 questions
you also ask these:
WHO ARE THE FOUR ALLIES? WHICH ONE ARE YOU?
1. The ally who asks what “LGBTQ” means: The first step
to taking bold action and advocating on behalf of others is to
approach with curiosity, humility, and openness. An ally is
open to learning new things and challenging their own
assumptions.
2. The ally who stands up for a friend: The lives of people
we care about, our friends, family, and colleagues can be
powerful catalysts for action.

3. The ally who speaks up about equality: When we speak
out against injustice because it’s the right thing to do,
regardless if someone we know and care about is affected,
we act on behalf of our core values.
4. The ally who comes out as an advocate to move
equality forward: As allies, we are often insulated from the
vulnerabilities that LGBTQ people face in the world. However,
coming out publicly as an ally can also mean taking a risk on
behalf of the values and people we care about.

Passover Vocabulary
Hametz is dough that has not been prepared according to
the rules of Passover, or any food that has come in contact
with Hametz. Dishes and utensils that have touched Hametz
become hametzdik and should not be used during Passover.
Hametz is also known as “leavened bread.”
Bedikat Hametz (Removal of Leaven) On the night before
Passover, the family does a “formal search” to find any stray
crumbs hidden in corners or cabinets, some of which will be
deposited deliberately so that they may be found. Kids love
this! Traditionally, we use a candle for light, but you might
substitute a flashlight. The crumbs are swept with a feather
into a little bundle, and on the next morning all is burnt. The
short prayers, which are to be recited as part of these rituals,
may be found at the beginning of any Haggadah.
Mechirat Hametz (Selling One’s Hametz) Observance of
Passover is more than avoiding the eating of bread. Full
observance also includes, the removal from our homes of all
leavened food (Hametz) as well as all dishes and utensils that
have been ‘connected’ with Hametz during the rest of the
year. That’s a big job! In order to lessen the hardship, the
Rabbis decreed that all non-Passover items may remain in
one isolated spot in your home (e.g. a closet, the basement),
as long as it passes out of your ownership. From this arises
the custom of “selling Hametz.” To avoid having hametz in
your possession during Passover, please fill out the “Sale of
Hametz” form below and return it to the office so that
Rabbi Holtz can arrange this for you.

Mechirat Hametz (Selling One’s Hametz)
I 					
herby authorize Rabbi David Holtz to dispose of all hametz that may be in my
possession wherever it may be—at home, place of business, or elsewhere—in accordance with the requirements of Jewish Law
as incorporated in this special contract for the “Sale of Hametz”.
home address, city, state, zip

business address, city, state, zip

signature

date
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REMEMBER.

together.
Join us for community education and
a special project to remember the Holocaust
All TBA students will have the opportunity to decorate a butterfly during school
(grades K-6 on Sunday, April 28; grades 7-12 on Monday, April 29).
Members of the community are welcome; younger children must be accompanied by an adult.

One butterfly painted for each child lost in the Holocaust.
As we recognize the importance of remembering what was lost,
we also create opportunities for learning and hope. Be part of a community
of honor and memory by joining people of all faiths across the globe
to take action against injustice, wherever we see it.

SUNDAY, APRIL 28
10:00-11:00am
at Temple Beth Abraham
“The Butterfly Project” is a call to action through education, the arts and memorial making. Inspired
by a child’s poem written in the ghetto, this project seeks to use the lessons of the Holocaust to
educate about the dangers of hatred and bigotry, and cultivates empathy and social responsibility.
Participants paint ceramic butterflies that are permanently displayed as symbols of resilience and
hope, with the goal of creating 1.5 million butterflies around the world ~ one for each child who
perished in the Holocaust ~ and honoring the survivors.
To learn more, please visit www.thebutterflyprojectnow.org

Questions? Please call Felice Miller Baritz,
Interim Religious School Director
at 914-631-1770x22

We are excited to announce a unique opportunity to dedicate our new
Mishkan HaNefesh prayer books. The prayer books come as a set (one each
for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur), and your dedication will appear on a
beautiful bookplate on each book’s inside front cover.
Dedications may be purchased for a $50.00 minimum donation for each set,
and may be used to honor someone special, commemorate a life cycle event,
remember a loved one, or to show your support for our congregation.
Our congregation needs 1,000 sets, so we are asking all families to dedicate
multiple sets to meet our goal of having a dedication in every copy.
DEDICATION FORM
I/We
wish to dedicate

Mishkan HaNefesh prayer book sets ☐in honor of

☐in memory of

(Please print exactly as you wish text to appear on book plate)
$50.00 each set [Discount of $5.00 off each group of 5 sets ordered
(e.g., 5 books = $225.00)]
Total: __________Book(s) $_____________
Return this form with your contribution to:
Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Avenue, Tarrytown, NY 10591
Or visit: http://tba-ny.org/donate/machzor-dedications/
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Hal’luhu b’tof umachol
Praise God with drum and dance

Family Shabbat
and Dinner
Friday, May 3

Kindergarten & 1st Grade
Dinner at 6:00pm
Family Shabbat Service at 7:00pm

Join Cantor Margot &
Nadav Snir-Zelniker for
Friday night DRUMMING
Reform Shabbat Services

The main course is chicken. You may have pasta instead if requested at
the time reservations are made. Dinners are by reservation only and will be
accepted by mail along with your check. Your check will be your reservation.
Please note that reservations will not be taken over the phone or after the
deadline. Please make your check payable to TBA and return by
Monday, April 29.

April 26, May 31, June 21
at 7:30pm

MAY 3
FAMILY SHABBAT DINNER

Westchester Jewish Film Festival

Adults $15.00; Children 2-12 $10.00
number of chicken dinners:

adult

child

number of pasta dinners:

adult

child

name
phone
amount of check enclosed

The Westchester Jewish Film Festival will be held at the
Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville from April 2-17.
If you are interested in going to any of the movies, please
let the TBA Office know which ones and whether you will
drive or are looking to ride with someone else. Member
Services will try to coordinate rides.
You must purchase your own movie tickets. Tickets are
available at burnsfilmcenter.org and at the box office which
opens at noon on weekdays and 11:00 am on weekends.
For additional information please call the Temple Office or
Abby Popper of the Film Festival at 914.773.7663, ext. 424
or apopper@burnsfilmcenter.org.
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What’s happening in Adult Ed
The goal of the Adult Ed program is to
provide learning experiences that bring
together Temple members, guests, and
prospective members. Over the past
year, over 200 people have participated.
There are now two reading groups that
discuss books on Jewish themes, Mah
Jongg every Monday, Tanakh study every
Wednesday morning, and Movie
Mavens one Saturday night each month.
Women’s Circle started up again on
Friday, March 29 with a special Passover
program. Did you know that we now
offer Israeli dancing with a professional
teacher three out of four Wednesday
nights almost every month? Whether
you danced in camp or college, or have
never danced in your life, come join us.
There’s a special rate for TBA members.
In addition to these regular activities,
there are special programs. In February,
John Canavari from the Blue Olive was
the star of ”Olives and Grapes” which
featured a presentation about olive oils
and balsamic vinegars, and an interactive cooking demonstration. The Temple
filled with the heady aroma of shallots
simmering in Tuscan olive oil for the
pasta sauce and mission fig balsamic
vinegar simmering into a reduction to
pour over apples and cheese for dessert.
We chatted and ate and learned, and
interacted with new friends over a glass
of wine. We hope to bring this program
back next year, so stay tuned.
In early March, we hosted a brunch and
panel discussion on Reproductive
Rights and Judaism. Allison Fine,

National Chair of NARAL
Pro-Choice America, Rabbi
Julie Danan, the Rabbi for the
Pleasantville Conservative
Synagogue, and Rabbi David
Holtz were the panelists, and
Bernice Rogowitz moderated.
The conversation was
wide-ranging, covering social
and political issues, Jewish
teaching and commentary on Reproductive Rights and Judaism
these issues, and differences
between Jewish and Christian
Bulletin, and the Lobby TV. If you are
perspectives. For example, in Judaism,
missing programs because these chanthe health of the mother takes precnels are not reaching you, please let us
edence over the life she is carrying,
know how we can do a better job of
which has strong implications for
getting the word out. Our goal is to
abortion rights. Audience participation
create interesting and engaging proand involvement took the program well
grams in order to build connections
beyond the time originally planned, and
between our members and to attract
probably into future discussions during
new members. So please check out our
the week. We plan to host more events
programs, attend, bring your friends,
centered on social justice issues, and are and invite anyone who might be looking
keen to hear your ideas for topics.
to join our Temple.
In April, we look forward to hosting a
Sunday afternoon reception and lecture.
David Frank will be teaching us about
“Bitcoin, Cybercurrencies, and the
Evolution of Money.” Come hear
about a Biblical foreshadowing of
blockchain, an Israeli cybersecurity
superstar, and of course, what bitcoin is
and what it means for the future of
money. No technology background
required. Easy date to remember – April
14 – the day before taxes are due.
We have some ideas cooking for May so
please check the weekly e-blast, the

Olives and Grapes
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The Adult Ed committee includes our
leaders, Melissa Baer, Risa Swersey,
Marla Peers (Movie Mavens), Sheila
Buitekant (Mah Jongg), Kimberly
Marcus, Sharon DeLevie, Jen Povman
(Books@Night), Linda Gerstman (Friday
Book Club), Sharon Kirschner and Risa
(Women’s Circle), plus many volunteers.
Please send an email to adulted@tba-ny.
org if you’d like to help bring exciting
educational programs to TBA.
Thanks to everyone – your Adult Ed
Chair, Bernice Rogowitz.

TBA Family 4

The following events reflect
the known sorrows and
simchas of our TBA Family.

Mazel Tov to:
Janet and Jeffrey Chester on the birth of their
grandson Sy Adrian Chester
Sue and Charles Groppe on the birth of their
grandson Tyler Logan Kishpaugh
Larry and Nancy Lonky on the marriage of
their daughter Hannah

Speedy Recovery to:
Joel Zive

Condolences to:
Raj Daryanani on the death of his mother
Saroj Daryanani
Daniel and Richard Kreisler on the death of
their mother Diane Kreisler
Kenan Stern on the death of his father
Henry Stern
David Warshowsky on the death of his
mother Joyce Warshowsky

Donations 4

In honor of
Ina Bearak Helfand, for the most wonderful
Disney princess costumes, from
Debra Drattell and Sharon DeLevie

Dr. Gunter Lorenz, father of Linda Gerstman,
from Jane Silverman and Donald Kumka
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, father of Linda Gerstman,
from Michael Friedman

In loving memory of
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Donna and
James Goldsmith
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Linda and
Stephen Gerstman
Arthur Zinman, from Marion and
Robert Zinman
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Ruda and
Marvin Klein
Edith Cohen, Susan’s mother, from
Susan Weinstein and James Fowler

GALA
In honor of
Cantor Margot, from Phyllis and Steve
Schwartz

FRAN FRIEDMAN FUND
FOR THE ENRICHMENT OF
CHILDREN
In loving memory of
Mary Gordon, from Honey and
Howard Sackelman

To celebrate
Cantor Margot, from Ann Adenbaum and
Alan Schramm
Cantor Margot, from Karen Filler and
Michael Gyory
Cantor Margot, from Sheryl and
Arthur Rosenberg

PINCUS FUND
In appreciation of
The importance of religious education,
from Marcia and Michael Lechner
In loving memory of
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Eva Jane Fischer
Bess Silverman, from Roberta and
Steve Rothkin

Temple Beth Abraham’s Israel Committee presents:

African Judaism Movements

ADULT ED

A Conversation with Dr. George Keteku

In loving memory of
Gunter Lorenz, father of Linda Gerstman
from Linda Shulman

There are tribes and social groups in several
African countries that make claims to their
Jewish roots and have formed Jewish
communities. Scholars have different
explanations as to whether their claims are
true or false. Dr. George Keteku will be
speaking about these African Judaism
Movements. His talk is comprehensive and
touches on the position of Israel's Chief
Rabbinate.

BRIDGES
In loving memory of
Jack Barak, from Barbara Barak, Susan, Beth
and Sander
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Bunny and Roy
Solomon
Diane Kreisler, from Eva Jane Fischer
Diane Kreisler, from Harryette and Stan Helsel
Diane Kreisler, from Janeth Rosenthal
Diane Kreisler, from Joyce and Marvin Jeshiva
Gilbert and Ruth Gold, from Leah and
Douglas Bloom
Harry Schneiderman, father of Marcia Klein,
from Marcia and Robert Klein
Diane Kreisler, from Marla and Jerry Peers
Diane Kreisler, from Rochelle Kessler
Her father, Paul Rothenberg, from
Rochelle Kessler
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Saara Gallin
Diane Kreisler, from Saara Gallin

Dr. George Keteku teaches Political Science
at Westchester Community College, is an
adjunct Professor at SUNY Purchase, and is
active in many professional societies,
including the Association for the Study of
Middle East and Africa (ASMEA), the African
Studies Association (ASU) and the American
Political Science Association.
Please join as at noon for brunch, followed by
Dr. Keteku's engaging discussion.

Sunday: April 7, 2019
1200pm-2:00pm

RSVP: ketekubrunch.eventbrite.com
Free for members, $10.00 for guests and
donations are gratefully accepted

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY
FUND
In appreciation of
Cantor Margot, from Pearl Ann Schwartz

4 PAGE 16

PRAYERBOOK FUND

In loving memory of
Joel Markowitz, from Judi and Glen Markowitz
Bessie Moskowitz, from Judi and Glen Markowitz

Conservative
Services

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In loving memory of
Dan’s beloved parents, Sam and Sophie Fischberg, from
Carole and Dan Fischberg
Carl Messler, from Honey and Howard Sackelman
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Linda and Stephen Gerstman
Bess Silverman, from Marla and Jerry Peers
Ronnie Riefberg, from Phyllis Riefberg
Irving Klein, from Ruda and Marvin Klein

TEMPLE FUND

Every Saturday
at 9:00 AM

In loving memory of
Rita Geiger, mother of Carol Wank, from Carol and Bradley Wank
Diane Kreisler, from Carole Eagle
Their beloved son Irwin Thuor, from Carole and George Thuor
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Ellen Greenberg
Diane Kreisler, from Ellen Greenberg
Hilda Glat, from Elly and Jay Glat
Diane Kreisler, from Gail Mendell
Bess Silverman, from Gayle and Jerald Seti
Nettie Singerman, from Geri and Martin Singerman
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Ida Doctor
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Ina Bearak Helfand and David Helfand
Elsie Hyman, from, Judith and Len Hyman
Bess Silverman, from Liza Karsten and Dan Nienaltow
Saroj Daryanani, mother of Raj Daryanani, from Martin Deutsch and
Laurie Bauer
Bess Silverman, from Melissa and Herb Baer
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Melissa and Herb Baer
Marion’s uncle, Louis Kotick, from Marion and Robert Zinman
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Phyllis and Joseph Mandel
Diane Kreisler, from Phyllis and Joseph Mandel
Jerry Breslin, husband of Harriet and father of Glen, Jane,
Nina and Peter, from Sondra Gold
Bess Silverman, from Stephanie and Howard Paul

Warm, friendly atmosphere, stimulating
discussion/give and take with Rabbi
David and Cantor Margot. Celebrate a
Simcha or observe a Yahrtzeit with us.
Bagel and Lox Kiddush
Sponsored by the
Conservative Kiddush Fund.

TIKKUN OLAM

In loving memory of
Dr. Gunter Lorenz, from Arlene and Stuart Kolbert
Bess Silverman, from Arlene and Stuart Kolbert
Joseph Doctor, from Ida and Leah Doctor, and Barrie and
Eric Hammer
Diane Kreisler, from Pearl Ann Schwartz
Bess Silverman, from Rochelle Kessler

April 6
A light bagel and
shmear lunch is available
each week after the service.
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CELEBRATE

Go to the next level.
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LIFE’S IMPORTANT MOMENTS WITH A MAZEL TOV BOND

MAZEL TOV BOND
A Gift of Mazel Tov Bonds Helps Support Every Aspect
of Israel’s Economy, Allowing for Advances in High-Tech,
Biotechnology and Communications

INVEST IN ISRAEL BONDS ∙ ISRAELBONDS.COM

smARTstudio.us

SMART
STUDIO

Reliable,
Responsive,
Respectful
Rosenthal Memorial
Chapel is independentlyowned and operated.
With care and compassion,
we offer a full range of
Jewish funeral services.

Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds
Cynthia Blustein, Regestered Representative
999 Wilmot Road, 2nd Fl · Scarsdale, NY 10583
cynthia.blustein@israelbonds.com · 914.713.9003
This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the
prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated
with investing in Israel bonds. Issues subject to availability. Member FINRA
Photos: Aleksandr Kutsayev, Corbis, Comstock, istockphoto.com

PUZZLED BY
HOW TO CARE
FOR AN ELDERLY
RELATIVE

Geriatric Care Manager can help
put the pieces together.
• Evaluate clients level of function and make
recommendation for home modifications,
nursing home placement and
home care services.
• Medicaid applications.
• Assist in cleanouts and moves.
• And much more.

Michael L. Rosenthal

Call Sue Stone-Groppe OTR/MS
at 914-779-0031
or e-mail ssgotr@aol.com
website: www.elderservicesny.com

914.773.0030
491 Mamaroneck Avenue
White Plains, NY 10605
www.rosenthalmemorial.com
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4:00pm Madrigot

9:00am Religious School (K-6)

6:15pm Religious School High School (7th
-12th)

4:30pm Religious School (4th/5th)

1:00pm Mah Jongg

30

7:30pm Finance Committee Meeting

1:00pm Mah Jongg

29

7:00pm Books@Night

23

7:30pm Security Task Force Meeting

No Religious School

Yom HaShoah Commemoration

28

21

and Bitcoin

4:00pm Adult Ed Program-Currencies

22

1:00pm Mah Jongg

9:00am Religious School (K-6)

9:30-11:00am Tikkun Olam Meeting

No Religious School

NFTY Spring Kallah (Eisner Camp)

14

Mountain

4:00-6:00pm Flowers Behind the

16

7:00-9:45pm Israeli Dance

10:00am Tanakh Study Group

No Religious School

24

7:00-9:45pm Israeli Dance

10:00am Tanakh Study Group

No Religious School

17

8:00-10:00pm Shekelvestors

6:15pm Religious School High School (7th
-12th)

12:00-2:00pm Israel Committee

15

6:45pm Israel Committee Meeting

4:30pm Religious School (4th/5th)

11:15am-12:15pm ZEEBO Meeting

Speaker

4:00pm Madrigot

4:00pm Madrigot

10:00am Tanakh Study Group

10

10:00am Sunday Funday

7:30pm Board of Education Meeting

1:00pm Mah Jongg

9

7:00-9:45pm Israeli Dance

8

4:30pm Religious School (6th/7th)

4:00pm Madrigot

6:15pm Religious School High School (7th
-12th)

7:30pm Board of Trustees Meeting

4:00pm Madrigot

10:00am Tanakh Study Group

3

Wednesday

4:30pm Religious School (4th/5th)

6:30pm Committee Chair Meeting

2

Tuesday

1:00pm Mah Jongg

Apr 1

Monday

9:00am Religious School (K-6)

7

Sunday

25

18

11

4

Thursday

TBA Calendar April 2019

TBA Calendar APRIL 2019

11:00am Sadie Barnett's Bat Mitzvah

7:30pm Reform Shabbat Services, 8th
night of Passover with Drummer and
Visual T'filah

Pesach 7th Day - TBA Office Closed

26

Erev Pesach

19

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service

Torah Reading

5:00-7:00pm ZEETY/JYG Harry Potter
Seder

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service for
Passover with Yizkor

27

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service

20

7:00pm Movie Mavens

5:30pm Israeli Wine Tasting

NFTY Spring Kallah (Eisner Camp)

7:30pm Shabbat Services with

13

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
w/Kiddush

6

Saturday

NFTY Spring Kallah (Eisner Camp)

12

7:00pm Family Shabbat Service

6:00pm Family Shabbat Dinner

5

Friday

Temple Beth Abraham Bulletin
25 Leroy Avenue
Tarrytown, New York 10591
Deadlines for upcoming issues:
October 1, 2013 for November
November 1, 2013 for December
Deadline for upcoming issue:
May 1 for June, 2019

PHOTOgrAPH By nATHAn gEnDZiEr

LEAvES FOr LiFE CyCLE EvEnTS On Our TrEE OF LiFE
Our synagogue is proud to possess

anniversaries, bar and bat mitzvahs, graduations or simply

the Eytz Chaim, our “Tree of Life”.

to honor parents, family or friends. Share your happy

This original sculpture by the noted

occasions by inscribing your family “Simchas” on our

synagogue artist, Sanford Werfel, is

synagogue’s “Tree of Life”. This will be a permanent

permanently displayed in the Temple

dedication to the meaningful, and happy events that

Beth Abraham lobby. The branches of

touch our lives. The price per leaf is $360.00 for members

the tree contain leaves which can be inscribed to highlight

and $450.00 for non-members. For more information,

or commemorate such joyous events as births, weddings,

please call the Temple off ce at 631-1770.

“TrEE OF LiFE” order form
Occasion

Date of Occasion

name of Honoree
(PLEASE SPELL nAmE ExACTLy AS yOu WiSH iT TO BE EngrAvED)

Contributed By

Phone number

Address
Amount Enclosed $
make checks payable and send to TEmPLE BETH ABrAHAm, 25 Leroy Avenue, Tarrytown, NY 10591
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