TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

4SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6

6:00pm Family Shabbat Dinner
7:00pm Family Shabbat Service
with Light One Candle Kickoff

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
with Kiddush
11:00am Ava Rubin, daughter of
David Rubin and Beth Propper-Rubin,
will be called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13
7:30pm Shabbat Services with
Torah Reading

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
with Kiddush
11:00am Hannah Andrela, daughter of
Michael Andrela and Audra Schweitzer,
will be called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20

6:00pm Reform Shabbat Services
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Services

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
with Kiddush

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27

6:00pm Family Chanukah Dinner
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Services
for Chanukah

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service

See page 13 for details on our
trip to Israel!
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From Rabbi Holtz’s Study
Dear Friends,
A fanatical leader seeks to impose his religious beliefs on innocents
living in another country. In the process he causes the destruction of
property and the death of innocents. He is finally stopped through
military action. This is a story from the recent past – and it is also the
story of Chanukah.
That the battle for religious freedom waged by the Maccabees is one that must still be fought
might cause us to wonder how much civilization has really advanced in the intervening
two-thousand years. But we must not despair, and we must not allow the heinous acts of
fanatics to poison our view of religion. While it is true that much evil has been perpetuated by
those claiming a religious mantle, it is also true that the overwhelming majority of the most
profound and positive teachings upon which civilization is based come to us from religious
thinkers. In the “big picture,” religion has done far more good than harm.
This is also true of the “small picture,” the place of religion in individual lives. If we allow it to,
our faith can guide and sustain us. It helps us appreciate the joys of life, and gives us a
structure through which we can cope with agony as well. Life can certainly be lived without
religion, but I have no doubt that faith makes our lives richer, more fully textured - simply
better. The message of Chanukah, of the importance of religious freedom, and perhaps just of
the importance of religion, is one that remains important to us as a society and as individuals
all these years later.
What is true of Chanukah is true of all of our sacred days. We Jews celebrate our holidays not
simply because they were important to our ancestors, but much more importantly because
they retain a striking relevance to our lives today. The message of Sukkot – being grateful for
the bounty with which we are blessed; the message of Shavuot – that the Torah provides a
wonderful system of moral and ritual truths by which to order our lives and help improve the
world; the message of Yom Kippur - that despite our flaws we are not evil people, that we can
atone, that there is always hope - these messages are needed more now than ever. These
holidays and all the others are not archaic vestiges of a more religious past. They remain for us
periodic reminders of the truly important things in life. As we race through the calendar, the
Jewish holidays are the rest stops, the scenic overlooks which remind us to enjoy the journey,
and even more, remind us of why we are making the trip.
This year may the lights of Chanukah be reminders of the light that religion brings to
the world.
Chag Chanukah sameach!
L’shalom, Rabbi David K. Holtz
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Notes from
Cantor Margot E.B. Goldberg
Shalom!
This coming Chanukah, Barry, Tamir and I will be visiting the holy land. As you can
imagine we are all very excited! The last time Barry and I were in Israel was 22 years ago.
I remember this because our first trip together was the spring after our wedding, and
this November we celebrated our 22nd anniversary. Our first trip to Israel was with the
American Conference of Cantors (ACC) and I was “working,” meaning I was at sessions
and singing in concerts while Barry had a chance to explore. However, our trip this
December is purely a vacation.
We will be meeting up with my best friends, Barbara and Ron and their family to visit
their middle child who is in her first year at Hebrew Union College (HUC) as a Rabbinic
student. HUC in Jerusalem is also where I met Barbara and Ron, and happily they met
each other during their time studying at HUC, got married, and were ordained as Rabbis
– and are still my closest friends!
During my year at HUC I had returned home during December break and did not
experience Chanukah in Jerusalem, however this trip will be different.
Chanukah is a tricky holiday. It is celebrated for 8 days with candle lighting ceremonies,
prayers of thanks to God for the miracles, gifts, friends, and family. It is tricky because it
has become wrapped up in that other winter holiday filled with gifts and the trappings
of other Hallmark holidays. So what is Chanukah really all about?
Chanukah means dedication and refers to the rededication of The Temple in
Jerusalem after the Maccabees defeated the Syrian-Greeks and regained control of our
holiest site. Historically, Chanukah is about war, zealotry, anti-Semitism, and fighting for
what is right, and yet what most people recall is the story of the small cruse of oil that
lasted for 8 days. Rabbi Holtz is fond of teaching that the miracle was not that the oil
lasted for 8 days, but that the Israelites had so much faith that they lit it and believed
that God would provide. But the question is why 8 days? Why not 7 or 9 days?
The story of the cruse of oil lasting for 8 days refers to the Maccabees lighting the neir
tamid, the eternal light, once they finished restoring The Temple even though they only
found a small amount of oil. Without the ability to run out to Stop and Shop for more
oil, they had to press the olives themselves which probably took about 8 days.
According to myjewishlearning.com, “The second book of Maccabees quotes from a
letter sent circa 125 BCE from the Hasmoneans (the Maccabees’ descendants) to the
leaders of Egyptian Jewry, describing the holiday as “the festival of Sukkot celebrated in
the month of Kislev rather than Tishrei.” Since the Jews were still in caves fighting as
guerrillas during Tishrei, 164 BCE, they had been unable to honor the eight-day holiday
of Sukkot, which required visiting the Jerusalem Temple; hence it was postponed until
after the recapture of Jerusalem and the rededication of the Temple. Many scholars
believe it is this connection to Sukkot – and not the Talmudic account of the cruse of oil
that lasted eight days – that explains why Hanukkah is eight days long.”
No matter the story, Chanukah is a magical time of year filled with good food, family,
and friends. After thirty years since my time studying in Israel at HUC, I look forward to
spending Chanukah in Israel where it all happened so long ago and to sharing the
experience with Barry and Tamir.
May your menorah burn brightly, may your latkes be crispy on the outside and soft and
delicious on the inside, and may we be reminded of our commitment to rekindling the
eternal flame every day.
L’shalom, Cantor Margot E.B. Goldberg
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From the
Director of Education4

TORAH READING
December 6-7
December 13-14
December 20-21
December 27-28

Religious School News
We have just finished the month of Cheshvan, a month in
the Jewish calendar that does not have any Jewish holidays.
While this does mean we have less interruption in the school
calendar, sometimes we can feel a bit of sadness or emptiness
because we are not celebrating something. It could even be
considered a little bit of a dark time in the Jewish calendar.
However, this does not necessarily mean that is a bad thing.
After all, without darkness we do not know the light. That is the reason why
Shabbat is set apart from the rest of the week – so we know what is mundane
and what is special.

Vayetzei: Genesis 28:10-32:3
Vayishlach: Genesis 32:4-36:43
Vayeishev: Genesis 37:1-40:23
Mikeitz: Genesis 41:1-44:17

CANDLE LIGHTING
Friday, December 6
Friday, December 13
Friday, December 20
Friday, December 27

4:08pm
4:09pm
4:11pm
4:15pm

Now we are starting the ninth month on the Jewish calendar, the month of Kislev.
It is getting darker earlier and for longer periods of time. Ironically, on the 25th of
Kislev, we will be celebrating Chanukah, a holiday during which we celebrate the
light even as we experience more darkness at this time of year. Chanukah is about
good over evil; the literal triumph of light over darkness. The darkness of the This	
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A reminder that on December 15 we will be having our Joyous Chanukah
celebration and the Book Fair at 11:00am! The Religious School will be closed
December 22 through January 1. Classes will resume on Sunday, January 5, 2020.
—Yanira Quinones, Director of Education

For information about how
to get involved or to make
a gift, send an email to
bridges@tba-ny.org or call
Stuart Skolnick at the Temple.

The TBA Office will
be closing early on
Tuesday, December 24 and
Tuesday, December 31 and
TBA will be closed on
Wednesday, December 25
and Wednesday, January 1.
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Tikkun Olam4

Tikkun Olam would not exist without u.
Thank you for your time, experience,
donations and ideas.

JOIN US!
Our next meeting is
Sunday December 15
at 9:15am in the
TBA Library.
Tikkun Olam would like to help you
Make your idea happen! Are you
passionate about a cause? Please plan
to attend our next meeting or reach us
with ideas and get on our mailing list
at TikkunOlam@tba-ny.org
– Julia Gosset and Tracy Ostroff
Tikkun Olam co-chairs

#SHOWUPFORSHABBAT

MIDNIGHT RUN

October 27 marked the one-year
anniversary of the Pittsburgh massacre
at the Tree of Life Synagogue.

A big thank you to everyone who
helped with a very successful run.

The AJC called on all people to
#ShowUpForShabbat. Once again, our
community came together during
Shabbat services that weekend to honor
the victims and raise our collective voice
for a world free of antisemitism, hate,
and bigotry. We continued in that spirit
on October 27, in a successful morning
of Tikkun Olam, or Repairing the World.

TBA FALL Mitzvah Day
Thank you families and individuals who participated in Fall Mitzvah Day
Together, we were able to:
• Sort 25 bags of clothes for Kids’ Kloset/ (914) Cares
• Braid more than 30 dog toys to donate to an animal shelter
•	Cut out hundreds of stars and write many letters for our troops both at home
and abroad to support the Major Stuart Adam Wolfer Institute

Thanks to the whole TBA community
for all the clothes… we are always in
need of blue jeans. Thanks to Marc F.,
Herb B., Melissa B., and Zac H., for all
the meal bags. We used every single
one of them. Also thanks to Zac for
coming over for a couple days to help
fold clothes and prepare toiletry kits.
Thanks to Rachel B. and Emily B. for
bringing clothes, AND for bringing meal
bags, AND for coming on the run!!
Thanks to Josh C. for helping me make
meal bags and navigate around Manhattan.
Thanks to Allison G. for handing out the
numbers and to Lexi W., and her friend
Melissa, for handing out food along
with a lot of conversation.

• Craft blankets for Elizabeth Seton Pediatric Center

It was a chilly night, but we brought
warmth, hot soup, and even jokes
courtesy of Lexi.

• Create memory mats for Alzheimer’s patients

– Steve Chang and Judith Barendse

• Write 60 cards to DOROT seniors
•	Assemble more than 85 soup-in-a-jar kits for the Community Food Pantry of
Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow.
It is exciting to see how much we can accomplish when we join together as the TBA community in Mitzvot!
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Complimentary support
services for TBA
members and families
Did you know your synagogue has its
own social worker?
Through the generosity of the UJA
Federation of New York and their
LIGHT ONE CANDLE gives the power to purchase gifts to parents.
Partners in Caring (PIC) grant, Temple
CANDLE
givesa the
power
toLa
purchase
gifts to parents.
YourLIGHT
$20.00 ONE
donation
becomes
coupon
that
Asociación
Your $20.00
donation
becomes
a coupon
that
La Asociación
Beth Abraham is able to offer free
parents purchase
for $5.00.
With
the $25.00,
parents
shop
for
With the
$25.00, parents shop for
giftsparents
at A Nupurchase
Toy Storefor
on$5.00.
Main Street
in Tarrytown.
mental health services to our members
gifts at A Nu Toy Store on Main Street in Tarrytown.
and employees.

It’s a wonderful way to share the spirit of the

Our PIC social worker is Jennifer
It’s a wonderful
way toinshare
holidays
with families
need.the spirit of the
Convissor, LCSW. Jennifer has extensive
holidays with families in need.
experience offering counseling to
DONATIONSHELPERSǨ
individuals of every age, and with
DONATIONSHELPERSǨ
• 
   ͳͻǤ
providing supportive referrals and
• 
 Ǥ ͳͻǤ
•  Ȁ
 
facilitating groups for all ages, from
• ǦǤȀǦǦ
Ǥ
• 
Ȁ  Ǥ
• ’
ͳͷǤ
• ǦǤȀǦǦ
Ǥ
preschoolers to senior citizens. She is
• 
ǡ

• ’
 ͳͷǤ
available to meet the mental health
Ǥǡ
ͳͷǤ 
•  ǡ

needs of our members and employees

ͳǡ ͳǡͳͷǤ
ͳͻǤ 
Ǥǡ
from her office at the Shames JCC in
• ǡ
 ͳǡ ͳǡ ͳͻǤ
 ǡǤ̷ǦǤǨ
Tarrytown.
• ǡ
The PIC grant allows for up to three
confidential sessions free of cost and
unlimited referrals. Please also consider
reaching out to Jennifer to help develop
therapeutic groups of any kind, including psycho-educational, wellness, or
specific lifestyle-related support groups.
Contact her via phone or email.
Jennifer Convissor, LCSW
914-366-7898 x 1162
jconvissor@shamesjcc.org
371 South Broadway, Tarrytown, NY

 ǡǤ̷ǦǤǨ
There are about 120 children that need gifts. Help us meet
our fundraising
of $2,500.00
to support
them
all.Help us meet
There aregoal
about
120 children
that need
gifts.
fundraising
goaland
of $2,500.00
support
Thank you our
for your
generosity
helping totomake
the them all.
holidays Thank
happy you
for many
families
in ourand
community.
for your
generosity
helping to make the
holidays happy for many families in our community.

“LIGHT
ONEONE
CANDLE”
“LIGHT
CANDLE”

Gathering for Mitzvah Day – an opportunity to come together as a community and to engage in Tikkun Olam.
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Adult Education4
Tanakh Study: Wednesdays at 10:00-11:00am
No class December 25.
Rabbi Holtz leads a class every Wednesday morning, which goes at its
own pace through the Tanakh in English. No previous knowledge is
required and you can join in at any point in the cycle.
Saturdays 9:00am during Conservative Services.

Mah Jongg: Mondays at 1:00pm
A friendly, non-competitive (no betting) gathering at TBA. Free for
Temple members; $2.00 for guests. Email adulted@tba-ny.org or call
the Temple Office at 914-631-1770 for more information.

TBA Books@Night: Wednesday, December 11, 7:30pm

Fleishman Is in Trouble by Taffy Brodesser-Akner
Toby Fleishman is a hepatologist in his forties who is undergoing a
bitter divorce from his wife, Rachel. One day she leaves their two
kids with Toby and vanishes, which complicates our hero’s foray into
online dating. As he desperately searches for her while juggling his
job and parenting their two unraveling children, Toby is forced to
reckon with the real reasons his marriage fell apart, and to ask if the
story he has been telling himself all this time is true.
Light refreshments served. $2.00 suggested donation per guest. RSVP
(914) 631-1770 adulted@tba-ny.org

Movie Mavens: Saturday, December 21, 7:00pm
Broken Wings (Knafayim Shvurot) Daphne and her four children try
to cope with the abrupt death of their husband/father. As the family
seems to fall apart, a sudden incident gives them a chance to heal
their “broken wings.”SUBTITLED Winner of 9 Awards of the Israeli
Film Academy including Best Film, Best Actress and Best Director.
Israel Film Fund, 2002, 87 min., Rated R. A moderated discussion
follows the film with coffee and dessert. Free for members, $5.00
for guests to offset the cost of refreshments.

Women’s Circle is back! Friday, December 13 at 5:45pm.
Celebrate, study and explore Jewish Women’s issues and history. You
do not have to read or prepare anything in advance. Life experience
is the only tool you’ll need. This program will have a Chanukah
theme. Members and Guests are welcome. There is no charge for
this program. Please email tbawomenscircle@gmail.com for more
information.
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It Takes a Village 10591
Living a long, vigorous life is a goal we all have. Often we
become less active in our later years than we would like but
the quality of those years is important. We want to be in
control of our lives and continue to be independent, but we’re
often dealing with diminished physical ability. In the 10591
zip code, there is a group of volunteers dedicated to helping
seniors meet this challenge.
ITAV, or It Takes A Village 10591, is tackling the problem
of senior independence by offering specific services to its
members. Free rides is one of these services. As ITAV members, seniors can get rides to anywhere in Westchester
County. Volunteer drivers are vetted and paired with ride
requests using software in use in some 70 communities.
ITAV members can also request help with some small chores
around the house. From changing a light bulb to getting your
computer up and running, ITAV can help. Some of the services
being offered are grocery shopping (for or with the member),
plant watering, gift wrapping, small repairs, picture hanging,
simple mending and sewing, and many others. Companion
services, such as reading or playing cards are also offered as is
a daily phone check.
In addition to services for seniors, ITAV holds a regular gathering called Second Tuesday. On the second Tuesday of every
month, ITAV members get together for snacks and socializing
and a program designed especially for seniors. Past programs
have dealt with balance and falling, pharmacies and medication, safety in the home, basic technology, and much more.
It Takes a Village 10591, a federal 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization, is now in its sixth year. ITAV is not assisted
living; it is living assistance. It is part of a nation-wide social
movement that is becoming more significant as baby boomers
age. Membership and services are only $25.00 a year and are
available to anyone 55 years or older who lives in the 10591
zip code.
As a completely volunteer organization, ITAV always welcomes
new volunteers. If you would like to volunteer or become a
member, email info@ITAV10591.org or call 914-222-5116.
Also visit the website at www.ITAV10591.org. ITAV is an idea
whose time has come, and volunteers in our community are
doing the most with that idea.

Fo r T BA’s 6 t h, 7t h, a nd 8t h Gra ders:
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FREE Crafts for kids

Coffee, candles and
olive oil for sale

FREE Latkes for everyone *

Jewish Book Fair
for all ages

community party at Temple Beth Abraham
Sunday, December 15, 11:00am – 1:30pm
9

Live Music with The Sweet Vermouths

Gourmet Latke Demo and Tasting
with John from The Blue Olive

FREE! Your RSVP appreciated!
•
•

by phone at (914) 631-1770
on the web at http://tba-ny.org/chanukah

“The Real Story of Chanukah” with Rabbi Holtz
(for Temple members) 10:00-11:00am
Donations gratefully accepted!

* Thanks to Epstein’s of Hartsdale and Trader Joes for
the latkes!
BER 11/19
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Chanukah Candle Lighting Guide
Chanukah Lighting Guide
Chanukah
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בָּרוּ� אַתָּ ה יי אֱ�הֵינּוּ מֶלֶ ְך הָע ֹולָם
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Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam,
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Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world,

ֲאשֶׁר קִדְּ שָׁנּוּ ְבּמִצְֹותָ יו ְו ִצוָנּוּ ְלהַדְ לִיק נֵר שֶׁל חֲנּוכָּה

who sanctifies us with mitzvot, commanding us to kindle
הָע ֹולָםtheֶלֶ ְךChanukah
יי אֱ�הֵינּוּ מlights.
בָּרוּ� אַתָּ ה

שׁ ָעשָׂה נִסִּים ַלאֲב ֹותֵ ינּו ַבּיָמִים ָההֵם ַבּזְּמַן ַהזֶּה
ֶ

בָּרוּ� אַתָּ ה יי אֱ�הֵינּוּ מֶלֶ ְך הָע ֹולָם
שׁ ָעשָׂה נִסִּים ַלאֲב ֹותֵ ינּו ַבּיָמִים ָההֵם ַבּזְּמַן ַהזֶּה
ֶ

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam,
she-asah nisim laavoteinu v'imoteinu
bayamim hahaeim baz'man hazeh.
Blessed
are
You,
AdonaiEloheinu,
our God, Ruler
of the
world,
Baruch atah,
Adonai
Melech
haolam,
who performed wondrous deeds for our ancestors in days of old
she-asah nisim
laavoteinu v'imoteinu
at this season.

bayamim hahaeim baz'man hazeh.
Blessed are You, For
Adonai
our God,
first night
only: Ruler of the world,
who performed ָם
wondrous
deeds
for
 יי אֱ�הֵינּוּ מֶלֶ ְך הָע ֹולour
אַתָּ הancestors
� בָּרוּin days of old
at this season.

שׁ ֶה ֱחי ָנּו ְו ִקיְמָנּו ְו ִה ִגּעָנּו ַלזְּמַן ַהזֶּה
ֶ

Baruch atah,For
Adonai
Melech haolam,
firstEloheinu,
night only:
shehecheyanu v'kiy'manu v'higianu laz'man hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world,
for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us
to reach this season.

בָּרוּ� אַתָּ ה יי אֱ�הֵינּוּ מֶלֶ ְך הָע ֹולָם
שׁ ֶה ֱחי ָנּו ְו ִקיְמָנּו ְו ִה ִגּעָנּו ַלזְּמַן ַהזֶּה
ֶ

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam,
shehecheyanu v'kiy'manu v'higianu laz'man hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world,
for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us
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2018
HANUKKAH
Chanukah
2019
2018
Night 1

night 1
Sunday
Sunday
Dec. 2 Dec. 22

night 2 Night 2
Monday Monday
Dec. 3

Dec. 23

night 3
Tuesday Night 3
Dec. 4 Tuesday

Dec. 24

night 4
Wednesday
Dec. 5 Night 4

Wednesday
Dec. 25

night 5
Thursday
Dec. 6

night 6
Friday
Dec. 7

night 7
Saturday
Dec. 8

Night 5
Thursday
Dec. 26

Night 6
Friday
Dec. 27

Night 7

night 8 Saturday
Sunday Dec. 28
Dec. 9

Night 8
Sunday
Dec. 29

Happy Chanukah!

All About the Dreidel
The word dreidel derives from a German word meaning
“spinning top,” and is the toy used in a Chanukah game
adapted from an old German gambling game. (Historically,
Chanukah was one of the few times of the year when rabbis
permitted games of chance.)
The four sides of the top bear four Hebrew letters: nun,
gimel, hei, and shin. Players begin by putting into a central
pot or “kitty” a certain number of coins, foil-wrapped
chocolate disks known as gelt (Yiddish term for money), nuts,
buttons, or other small objects. Each player in turn spins the
dreidel and proceeds as follows:

Ner Shel Tzedakah:
Candle of Righteousness
Chanukah has traditionally been a time of giving gifts and/or
gelt (money) to children. In Eastern Europe, children were
dismissed from school early to enjoy their small bit of pocket
money and have some time off during the holiday. This
tradition of gift giving and receiving has magnified over the
years. Nowadays, it is not uncommon for families to give ever
larger presents each night of the holiday.
Just as Jews in the time of the Maccabees wrestled with the
extent to which they should allow Greek culture to influence
their lives, so, too, do North American Jews wrestle with the
extent to which we should allow secular culture to influence
our lives. This culture of commercialism undermines the true
meaning of our celebration.
Ner Shel Tzedakah ("Candle of Righteousness") is a project
in which families and individuals devote the sixth night of
Chanukah to learning about the problem of poverty. They
donate the value of the gifts (or the gifts themselves) that
otherwise would be exchanged on that night to organizations
that assist the poor, locally or globally. By making donations
on the sixth night of Chanukah, families help the Jewish
candle of righteousness glow brightly for those in need. Don’t
let the light go out!

A Blessing for the Sixth
Night of Chanukah
Baruch Ata Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Haolam,
Asher Kidshanu B'mitzvotav, V'limdeinu L'Hadlik
Ner Shel Tzedakah
Blessed are You, Eternal, our God, who makes us holy
through the performance of Mitzvot, and inspires us
to light the Candle of Righteousness.

נ
ג
ה
ש

NUN – TAKE NOTHING
GIMEL – TAKE EVERYTHING
HEI – TAKE HALF
SHIN – PUT ONE IN

Over time, the letters on the dreidel were reinterpreted to
stand for the first letter of each word in the Hebrew statement “Neis gadol hayah sham,” which means “A great
miracle happened there” and refers to the defeat of the
Syrian army and the re-dedication of the Temple. In Israel, one
letter on the dreidel differs from those used in the rest of the
world. The shin has been replaced with a pei, transforming
the Hebrew statement into “Neis gadol hayah po,” which
means “A great miracle happened here.”

Traditional Foods for Chanukah
Latkes (potato pancakes) and sufganiyot (jelly doughnuts) –
foods cooked in oil – are customarily eaten during Chanukah
and serve as a symbol of the legend of the jar of oil that
lasted for eight days. In Israel, pastry shops specialize in
creating delicious and creative sufganiyot. Also popular are
bimuelos (fried dough puffs), sfenj (North African yeast
doughnuts), and keftes de prasas (fried leek patties).

As we light this "Ner Shel Tzedakah" tonight, we pray
that its light will shine into the dark corners of our world,
bringing relief to those suffering from the indignity and
pain that accompany poverty. May our act of giving inspire
others to join with us in the fight against the scourge of
hunger, homelessness, need and want. Together, let us raise
our voices to cry out for justice, and may that clarion call
burst through the night's silence and declare that change
must come.
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December 15, 2019
Make Your Own Menorah Contest
Big, small, pretty, silly, metal, wood, clay, recycled bottles
and cans – any material you wish. Unleash your creativity!

All temple members and Religious School
families are invited to submit their original
creation of a Chanukah menorah.
Menorahs may be made from any material. The only
requirement is that it be a true chanukiah, with a place for
eight candles and one shamash
Enter on your own or as a group!
All menorahs will be displayed at our Joyous Chanukah event!

Winners will be announced at 1:30pm
Winners need not be present.
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Celebrated our 6th year!
Membership open now!

Our one-of-a-kind and innovative Israel Investment Club
 Establish unique connections between our TBA community & Israel
 We research and invest only in Israeli companies
 Grow our portfolio of stocks and make profits for our club members
 Sample Israeli style food and wines

Shekelvestors membership benefits





A membership in BetterInvesting, an organization that guides our way
Monthly contribution and membership just $47.00
Our accounting system keeps track of members’ contributions and earnings
Meetings: 2nd Wednesday evening of each month

Shekelvestors Facts

Chanukah
dinner

 Israel has the most start-up companies in the world after Silicon Valley
 More Israeli companies are traded on US stock exchanges than any other
country, after the USA and China
Find out how to become a member. Send an email to Shekelvestors@tba-ny.org
Erica Newman (President) or Steve Wilson (Secretary) will contact you.

Friday, December 27
AT 6:00pm
Shabbat Chanukah
Reform Service at 7:30pm

Become a Shekelvestor today!
Next meeting:
November 13 11
at 8:00pm
NEXT MEETING
DECEMBER
AT 8:00PM

The main course is chicken. You may have pasta instead if requested at
the time reservations are made. Dinners are by reservation only and will be
accepted by mail along with your check. Your check will be your reservation.
Please note that reservations will not be taken over the phone or after the
deadline. Please make your check payable to TBA and return by
Monday, December 23.

Join us for TBA’s Annual Purim Shpeil:

Chanukah Dinner
Friday, December 27
Adults $15.00; Children 2-12 $10.00

number of chicken dinners:

adult

child

Purim is Monday night, March 9, 2020
Calling all singers, actors, musicians and comedians!
Open Casting Calls for this year’s Purim Shpeil are on:

number of pasta dinners:

adult

child

Sunday, December 8 for kids grades 3-6 from 11:15-11:45am
Monday, December 9 for adults and teens from 8:30-9:30pm
No previous experience necessary!

name
phone
amount of check enclosed

If you are interested in participating please contact Cantor
Margot at 63I-I770 x11 or email: cantor@tba-ny.org Save
the Date: Monday, March 9, 2020
6:00pm Dinner (Reservations are required)
7:00pm services and Shpiel
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Join Temple Beth Abraham’s
Multi-Generational Family Israel Trip
Led by Rabbi David Holtz
February 12 -23, 2020

Optional Eilat – Petra extension February 22- 25, 2020
View and download itinerary and application at www.israeltour.com/rholtz

DISCOUNTED PRICE FOR CHECK PAYMENT

FULL PRICE FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENT

REDUCTIONS

Land Only Package – $3995

Land Only Package – $4155

Land and Air Package – *$5405

Land and Air Package – *$5622

Single Room Supplement – $1220

Single Room Supplement – $1269

Third in a Room: -$495
Child, ages 2-12, as 3rd in room: -$570
Bar/Bat Mitzvah child 3rd in room: -$650
Child 3rd and 4th child sharing room: -$200

per person in a double room
Round trip air

per person in a double room
Round trip air

(in a quad)

The Secret is Out: Israel is #trending
Join Temple Beth Abraham’s family Israel trip where you will become part of the daily life in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.
Shehekhiyanu/Welcome ceremony on top of ancient Tel Jaffa, Palmach Museum in Ramat Aviv, Walking tour of historic
Little Tel Aviv, Discover City of Sand and Sea and the quaint Neve Tzedek neighborhood, Founders’ Monument,
Nachalat Binyamin, Israeli Innovation Center located in the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange, Shabbat evening services at Beit
Samueli Reform Congregation in Ranaana, Guided tour of David Ben Gurion’s house, “Aliyah Bet” Memorial in London
Square, Ruins of Caesarea, Mystical city of Tzfat, Tel Dan Nature Reserve, Jeep tour of the Golan Heights,
Barbeque dinner with young Israeli soldiers, De Karina Chocolate Factory, Bio-Bee on Kibbutz Sde Eliahu,
Jordan Valley, Judean Desert and Masada, Swim in the Dead Sea, Ein Gedi Nature Reserve, Abraham’s Tent for a
Camel ride, Explore the City of David, Western Wall and Tunnels, Night Spectacular, Yad Vashem, Herzl Museum,
Machane Yehuda Market. Welcome Shabbat in Jerusalem, Havdallah with Rabbi Holtz. Your senses will be filled with the
life, smells, sounds and textures of modern Israel, along with an appreciation of our connections to our Jewish roots
and biblical history. Your experience will be an exciting fantastic, fun-filled spiritual adventure! Come join us!
For additional information please contact: Rabbi David Holtz by email
at rabbi@tba-ny.org or call Rabbi at 914-631-1770 x17
Tours arranged by ITC Tours. Contact Janine by email at janine@israeltour.com or call 800-247-7235

“One does not travel to Jerusalem, one returns.”
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TBA Family 4

The following events reflect
the known sorrows and
simchas of our TBA Family.

SPEEDY RECOVERY TO:
Ronna Horowitz-Bard
Beth Propper-Rubin’s father

CONDOLENCES TO:
Peter Blass on the death of his mother
Jaclyn Blass
Lucille Rosen on the death of her mother
Connie Gikowski
Glenn Rosenblatt on the death of his mother
Rose Reede

Donations 4
ANNUAL APPEAL 19-20

In honor of
Sharing the High Holydays with our
children and grandchildren, Marci, Andrew,
Matthew and Sarah Allen,
from Arnold & Jacqueline Ecker
In loving memory of
Dr. Milton Hyman, from Leonard &
Judith Hyman
Isaac Yorkowitz, from Martin &
Geri Singerman

BRIDGES

In loving memory of
David Adenbaum, from Ann Adenbaum and
Alan Schramm
David Cember, from Jonathan &
Susan Cember
Jerome Wank, from Joseph Kessler
Shirley Cooper, a beloved friend and mentor,
from Carole Eagle
Evelyn Holtz, from Rabbi David &
Dr. Renee Holtz

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY
FUND

In appreciation of
Cantor Margot’s guidance in choosing a
Hebrew name for Rishi Samuel, from Irv &
Melissa Weissman
Cantor Margot, from Pearl Ann Schwartz
In honor of
Their granddaughter Naomi,
from Richard & Donna Fleming
The Bat Mitzvah of Annelia Ritter, from
Victoria Ritter

In loving memory of
Lorraine Rogowitz Black and with gratitude
for Cantor’s loving support, from David Frank
& Bernice Rogowitz
Ralph Mac Goldsmith, from Bruce &
Deena Goldsmith

CONSERVATIVE KIDDUSH
FUND
In honor of
Their granddaughter Naomi from,
Richard & Donna Fleming

Temple Beth Abraham’s Adult Education Committee
presents:

Movie Mavens
M*:
ays at 7:00P on
rd
tu
a
S
t
c
le
e
S
ent
l “Kick Off” Ev
ia
With a Spec
. 15
Sunday, Sep
Oct. 12
Nov. 9
Dec. 21
Jan. 11

Feb. 15
Mar. 14
Apr. 11
May 9

Films with Jewish themes
or content.
Moderated discussion im
mediately following the
movie.
Light refreshments prov
ided.

Members:
Guests:

Free
t cost of
$5.00 to offse
refreshments

ffice
to Temple O
Please RSVP
70
(914) 631-17
*Please note: Dates are subject to change.
Please refer to the website for up-to-date
information.

Temple Beth Abraham * 25 Leroy Avenue * Tarrytown, NY * (914) 631-1770 * www.tba-ny.org
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FRAN FRIEDMAN FUND
FOR THE ENRICHMENT
OF CHILDREN

In honor of
Emma Friedman’s Bat Mitzvah, from
Norman & Susan Wellen
In loving memory of
Ralph Mac Goldsmith, father of Bruce
Goldsmith, from Michael Friedman

In honor of
Ava Rubin’s Bat Mitzvah, from David &
Beth Rubin
Their granddaughter Naomi,
from Richard & Donna Fleming
The Bat Mitzvah of Annelia Ritter,
from Victoria Ritter
In loving memory of
Lorraine Rogowitz Black,
from David Frank & Bernice Rogowitz

HANNAH T. LEVY FUND

TEMPLE FUND

In honor of
The Bat Mitzvah of Annelia Ritter, from
Victoria Ritter

ONEG

In honor of
Donna Goldsmith reading Torah,
from Raj & April Daryanani

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY
FUND

In appreciation of
Rabbi Holtz’ blessings at Eric and Lindsay’s
aufruf, from Jerald & Gayle Seti

Her husband Robby Fischer to commemorate
his third Yahrzeit, from Eva Fischer
Sylvia Levine, from Roz Schechter

TIKKUN OLAM

In loving memory of
Jaclyn Blass, from Cantor Miranda
Beckenstein
To wish a speedy recovery to
Michael Karnes, from Robert & Marilyn Harris

In appreciation of
Stuart Skolnick, the biggest MENSCH out
there! from Jolie Levy
In honor of
Bobbi and Ivan Goldberg, from Ivan &
Barbara Goldberg
Our grandsons’ weddings − Eric Seti to
Lindsay and Max Jeshiva to Ashley,
from Marvin & Joyce Jeshiva
In loving memory of
Kenneth Einsohn, from Martin & Geri
Singerman
Janet Daniels, from Alexander Daniels
His wife, Barbara, from Larry Schwartz

Thank you to everyone who placed a
dedication in the new Mishkan HaNefesh
prayer books. We were able to place
dedications in 406 sets of books that we
used at Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Thank you to the team who helped place the dedications
into the books in time for the High Holy Days. And a special thank you to Roy and Bunny Solomon for
their contributions to the design of the book plates. Bunny photographed the ark doors that were
formerly in the Reform sanctuary and that now hang in the Conservative chapel. We used these
photographs as the border of the new book plates.
While this year’s High Holy Days have passed, fear not. There are still plenty of dedication
opportunities available, and it’s not too late (or too early) to think about dedicating a set of prayer
books to be used at the next High Holy Day services. Visit http://tba-ny.org/donate/machzordedications/ to place orders and to view additional dedication options.
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Projected Friday night
Visual T’filah services
are easy to follow!
Chanukah December 27
January 24
Shabbat Shirah February 7

family
shabbat dinner
Friday, January 3
Dinner at 6:00pm
Family Shabbat Service at 7:00pm
The main course is chicken. You may have pasta instead if requested at
the time reservations are made. Dinners are by reservation only and will be
accepted by mail along with your check. Your check will be your reservation.
Please note that reservations will not be taken over the phone or after the
deadline. Please make your check payable to TBA and return by
Friday, December 27.

JANUARY 3
Family Shabbat Dinner
Adults $15.00; Children 2-12 $10.00

number of chicken dinners:

adult

child

number of pasta dinners:

adult

child

name
phone
amount of check enclosed
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Conservative
Services

Host Families Needed

Every Saturday
at 9:00 AM
Warm, friendly atmosphere, stimulating
discussion/give and take with Rabbi David
and Cantor Margot. Celebrate a Simcha or
observe a Yahrtzeit with us.

We are looking for a warm and loving family to
host, for one semester, a young Israeli,
who is volunteering in the
Westchester Jewish community.

For applying click on the link below:
Host Families Online Form

Bagel and Lox Kiddush
Sponsored by the
Conservative Kiddush Fund.

For additional information:
BettyZ@jafi.org
Betty Zilberstein
Program coordinator

Save the date for an
engaging conversation with
Tal Heinrich i24NEWS Anchor!

December 7

Sunday, January 12 2:00-4:00pm

December 14

An insider’s view of the editorial process
and discussion of major key events in
the Middle East and their vastly different
coverage across the globe.

A light bagel and
shmear lunch is available
each week after the
service.

Sponsored by TBA Israel Committee. Please RSVP:
https://conversation-with-tal-heinrich.eventbrite.com
or call the Temple Office: 914.631.1770
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CELEBRATE

Go to the next level.

Des
ign
stud
io fo
r bu
sine
ss a
nd p
ubli
cati
ons.

LIFE’S IMPORTANT MOMENTS WITH A MAZEL TOV BOND

smARTstudio.us

SMART
STUDIO

Reliable,
Responsive,
Respectful
Rosenthal Memorial
Chapel is independentlyowned and operated.
With care and compassion,
we offer a full range of
Jewish funeral services.

Michael L. Rosenthal
914.773.0030
491 Mamaroneck Avenue
White Plains, NY 10605
www.rosenthalmemorial.com

MAZEL TOV BOND
A Gift of Mazel Tov Bonds Helps Support Every Aspect
of Israel’s Economy, Allowing for Advances in High-Tech,
Biotechnology and Communications

INVEST IN ISRAEL BONDS ∙ ISRAELBONDS.COM
Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds
Cynthia Blustein, Regestered Representative
999 Wilmot Road, 2nd Fl · Scarsdale, NY 10583
cynthia.blustein@israelbonds.com · 914.713.9003
This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the
prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated
with investing in Israel bonds. Issues subject to availability. Member FINRA
Photos: Aleksandr Kutsayev, Corbis, Comstock, istockphoto.com

PUZZLED BY
HOW TO CARE
FOR AN ELDERLY
RELATIVE

Geriatric Care Manager can help
put the pieces together.
• Evaluate clients level of function and make
recommendation for home modifications,
nursing home placement and
home care services.
• Medicaid applications.
• Assist in cleanouts and moves.
• And much more.
Call Sue Stone-Groppe OTR/MS
at 914-779-0031
or e-mail ssgotr@aol.com
website: www.elderservicesny.com

Chanukah

Chanukah

1:00pm Mah Jongg

No Religious School - Winter Break

30

No Religious School - Winter Break

29
Office closes early

No Religious School - Winter Break

31

Chanukah with Visual Tefillah

6:00pm Family Chanukah Dinner

Chanukah

No Religious School - Winter Break

27

Meeting

TBA Office closed

Chanukah

No Religious School - Winter Break

26

6:00pm Reform Shabbat Service
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service

20

7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service for

Office closes early

1:00pm Mah Jongg

Chanukah

No Religious School - Winter Break

25

19

7:30pm Finance Committee

Chanukah

No Religious School - Winter Break

Chanukah - 1st Candle

No Religious School - Winter Break

Chanukah

No Religious School - Winter Break

23

8:30pm Purim Rehearsal

24

6:15-8:15pm Religious School

10:00am Sunday Funday
11:00am Joyous Chanukah Event
11:15am Purim Shpiel Rehearsal

22

4:30-6:30pm Religious School (6th/7th)

4:30-6:30pm Religious School (4th/5th)

9:00-11:00am Religious School (K-6)

(7th-12th)

10:00am Tanakh Study

18

4:00pm Madregot

17

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service

Chanukah

No Religious School - Winter Break

28

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service

21

Torah Reading

7:30pm Books@Night

16

11:00am Hannah Andrela's Bat Mitzvah

7:30pm Refoirm Shabbat Service with

7:00pm Israel Committee Meeting

6:15-8:15pm Religious School (7th8:00pm Shekelvestors

9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service

5:45pm Women's Circle

URJ Biennial - Chicago (through 12/15)

14

11:00am Ava Rubin's Bat Mitzvah

4:30-6:30pm Religious School (6th/7th)

Irene out through 12/15

13

Saturday
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
with Kiddush

7

4:30-6:30pm Religious School (4th/5th)

URJ Biennial - Chicago (through 12/15)

12

Friday
6:00pm Family Shabbat Dinner
7:00pm Family Shabbat
Service

6

URJ Biennial - Chicago (through 12/15)

URJ Biennial - Chicago (through 12/15)

11

Thursday

10:00am Tanakh Study

7:30 pm Board of Education Meeting

4:30-6:30pm Religious School (6th/7th)

10:00am Tanakh Study

TBA Calendar - October, 2019
Wednesday
4
5

4:00pm Madregot

1:00pm Mah Jongg

9

6:15-8:15pm Religious School (7th-

10

7:30pm Board of Trustees Meeting

4:30-6:30pm Religious School (4th/5th)

6:30pm Committee Chairs Meeting

4:00pm Madregot

3

Tuesday

1:00pm Mah Jongg

2

Monday

URJ Biennial - Chicago (through 12/15)

15

9:15am Tikkun Olam Meeting

9:00-11:00am Religious School (K-6)
w/5th Grade Family Ed

8

No Religious School - Thanksgiving
Break

Dec 1

Sunday

TBA Calendar December 2019

Temple Beth Abraham Bulletin
25 Leroy Avenue
Tarrytown, New York 10591
Deadlines for upcoming issues:
October 1, 2013 for November
November 1, 2013 for December
Deadline for upcoming issues:
January 1, 2020 for February, 2020
February 1 for March, 2020

PHOTOgrAPH By nATHAn gEnDZiEr

LEAvES FOr LiFE CyCLE EvEnTS On Our TrEE OF LiFE
Our synagogue is proud to possess

anniversaries, bar and bat mitzvahs, graduations or simply

the Eytz Chaim, our “Tree of Life”.

to honor parents, family or friends. Share your happy

This original sculpture by the noted

occasions by inscribing your family “Simchas” on our

synagogue artist, Sanford Werfel, is

synagogue’s “Tree of Life”. This will be a permanent

permanently displayed in the Temple

dedication to the meaningful, and happy events that

Beth Abraham lobby. The branches of

touch our lives. The price per leaf is $360.00 for members

the tree contain leaves which can be inscribed to highlight

and $450.00 for non-members. For more information,

or commemorate such joyous events as births, weddings,

please call the Temple off ce at 631-1770.

“TrEE OF LiFE” order form
Occasion

Date of Occasion

name of Honoree
(PLEASE SPELL nAmE ExACTLy AS yOu WiSH iT TO BE EngrAvED)

Contributed By

Phone number

Address
Amount Enclosed $
make checks payable and send to TEmPLE BETH ABrAHAm, 25 Leroy Avenue, Tarrytown, NY 10591
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