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Dear Friends,

Passover is almost over; this can only mean that the High Holydays will be “early”

this year. But between now and then, we still have some important holidays to

mark in our annual cycle. I find both comfort and spiritual connection in the

ongoing rhythm of the Jewish calendar.

Less than two weeks after the first Seder we commemorate Yom HaShoah,

Holocaust Remembrance Day.  A time for grief and memory, but also for hope.

Our people survived.  We are still here, able to remember. We are gathering via

Zoom on Wednesday, April 7 at 7:30pm to mourn and to remember, and to bear

witness to the words of Sidney Zoltak, a survivor who was hidden by Righteous

Gentiles.  Kids over age 8 are welcome to attend! Please light the yellow yahrzeit

candles which you will soon be receiving, and then join your TBA family for this

powerful evening.

Just one week later, still haunted by echoes of the Holocaust, our spirits rise, much

as the State of Israel rose from the ashes of a people nearly consumed. Yom

HaAtzmaut - Israel Independence Day!  Freedom once again! It was an

altogether miraculous event, no less incredible than the splitting of the sea. This

year we celebrate Israel’s 73rd Independence Day. 73 years as a source of pride

and hope, a place of refuge and pilgrimage for Jews from around the world. We

are joining with synagogues all around Westchester for a virtual celebration on

April 15, 7:30-8:30pm. See details on Page 16. 

Judaism understands the importance of both commemorating sad moments and

celebrating joyous ones, and this is never clearer than in the link between these

two holydays each year. We also understand that our grief is lessened and our joy

heightened when we do this together. I’m looking forward to seeing you!

Peace and blessings,

Rabbi David Holtz
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Shalom and Chag Sameach!  I hope that your Seders were meaningful and that your holiday is going well.  The

2nd Seder kicked off the counting of the Omer.  On that night we began counting the 49 days from Passover to

Shavuot but what we are really counting is our journey from redemption from slavery to revelation of Torah.  This

year there has been a lot of conversation about moving out of Egypt, out of Mitzrayim, out of slavery, out of the

narrow place, hopefully out of COVID restrictions, and to a place where we are free.  Free to pray the way we

want, free to live the way we want, regardless of ethnicity or race, and free to move about in the world.  Our

Mitzrayim, our narrow place, for the last year has seen many losses and difficulties but has also seen amazing

acts of g’milut chasadim, acts of loving kindness.  This year as we count the Omer, the Tikkun Olam Committee

would like to suggest that we count our g’milut chasadim, our acts of loving kindness.

At the end of counting the Omer we will arrive at Shavuot and celebrate revelation, receiving the Torah at

Mount Sinai.  The Torah contains 613 mitzvot, commandments. The mitzvot are divided into positive and

negative categories.  The negative commandments number 365, which coincides with the number of days in the

solar year, and the positive commandments number 248, a number ascribed to the number of bones and main

organs in the human body.  Every day we strive to do the right thing.  Every day we use our bodies to make the

world a better place.

This year we are asking everyone to do one mitzvah for each day of the Omer.  It can be small or large, as an

individual, in a group, or as a family.  Once you perform your mitzvah, use this form: bit.ly/TBA_Mitzvah_Form 

 to enter it for our collective count and share your act of kindness on our Facebook page with the hashtag

#Every1Counts.  If you don’t already belong to our Facebook page, you can send a member request by clicking

here https://www.facebook.com/groups/TBA.Tarrytown/.  We will be sending you a daily email as a reminder

to count the Omer with your mitzvot!

We would love to have the whole family involved! We know that our kids have been doing amazing acts of

g’milut chasadim and we would like to hear about those as well.  Some of our kids are working on their b’nei

mitzvah projects, some are working on community service credit for school, and some are just doing amazing

things.  As we count the Omer we want to hear from them as well.

Barry, Tamir and I want to wish you a zissen Pesach, a sweet Passover!

L’shalom,

Cantor Margot E.B. Goldberg

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_body
http://bit.ly/TBA_Mitzvah_Form
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TBA.Tarrytown/?ref=share


V O L U M E  9 7 ,  I S S U E  7A P R I L ,  2 0 2 1

From Yanira Quinones,

Director of Education

P A G E  3

Counting the Omer is an opportunity to count toward something greater than ourselves. It is an opportunity

through which we are able to take account of ourselves and the world around us.  The Omer is the process of

counting the 49-day period between the second night of Passover (Pesach) and the holiday of Shavuot.  The

word count comes from the 1660s Latin word calculus.  The derivation of the word calculus is a mathematical

method of treating problems by the use of a system of algebraic notation or a "reckoning, account."  Originally

a pebble was used as a reckoning counter.

Imagine a large bowl or bucket filled to the brim with pebbles, ready to be counted.  Now take that bowl or

bucket and pour it out on a table or on the ground.  Notice how most of the pebbles congregate as a centered

pile.  However, there are always some pebbles that roll away, distancing themselves from the mass of the pile.

But those pebbles that rolled away are still part of the original pile and need to be counted.  Do not focus

solely on the large pile.  How do we bring those pebbles back and not allow them to remain separate?  How do

we make sure to count those who are rolling away?

The analogy of the rocks illustrates two questions I have been thinking deeply about over the past two years.

The first is “How do we count those that are not being counted?”  The second is “How do we bring in people

who are on the fringes?”  Being on the fringes is not a comfortable place of dwelling.  People on the outside

want to be seen, heard, acknowledged, and most importantly, counted.  In education, those on the fringes are

often learners who learn differently.

All of our children deserve a well-balanced Jewish education.  It is our duty and our obligation to provide

services to the best of our abilities so that they know that they are part of the larger group.  These types of

services are not an “advantage” for these learners - it is a way to keep them on the same educational plane.  It

is all about equity.

Some of these disabilities and differences are visible.  Other disabilities are hidden from plain sight.  Visible

disabilities are often dealt with in an open and expedient way.  Here at Temple Beth Abraham, we

accommodate those with visible disabilities by creating points of access: our Torah table in the main sanctuary

rises and lowers; we have a ramp to the Bimah to access the Torah, we have wired the Sanctuary for the

hearing impaired, and in the near future we will have an elevator in the building.

Many of these disabilities and differences are hidden.  You cannot tell if a learner has dyslexia by looking at

them.  Too many times, the learner’s learning challenges can go undiagnosed or without a label.  But never

forget that a child who has a learning disability will turn into an adult who has a learning disability.  We do not

grow out of it.  It does not go away with maturity.  There is no immunization shot we can take for it.  Some of us

compensate for it, but only if we were taught how to compensate, which (unfortunately) is too often not the

case.

Continued on Page 6

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/passover-pesach/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/shavuot/


Tanakh Study  
Wednesdays, 10:00-11:00am via Zoom

Rabbi Holtz leads a class every Wednesday morning, which goes at its own pace

through the Tanakh in English. No previous knowledge is required, and you can join in at

any point in the cycle.  

Saturdays, 9:00am 

Join us for a discussion of this week’s Torah reading during Conservative Services.

Books@Night
Tuesday, April 13 from 7:30-9:00pm via Zoom (Note day change)

Snow in August by Pete Hamill

Brooklyn, 1947. An eleven-year-old Irish Catholic boy named Michael Devlin has just

made friends with a lonely Rabbi from Prague. Snow in August is the story of that

unlikely friendship -- and of how the neighborhood reacts to it. 

Email TBAReads@gmail.com for the Zoom link.

Women’s Circle - Coffee Date
April 16 at 5:00pm via Zoom

Name someone you’d like to spend a few hours with. You can focus on a character

from the Bible, but let’s face it, we’ve all watched a lot of TV and movies this year, so

feel free to name someone from there. Share with us what you relate to and what you’d

like to discuss.

See page 7 for more information or you can email tbawomenscircle@gmail.com.

Movie Mavens
Saturday, April 24 at 7:00pm via Zoom

Mr. Kaplan

After fleeing Europe for Uruguay during WWII, Jacob Kaplan built a quiet life. Now 76,

he begins to question his worth. After learning of a mysterious German prowling the

shores of a nearby beach, he becomes convinced that he's found a Nazi in hiding and

plans to expose him. Expertly distilling a potent mixture of emotional depth and

deadpan comedy, Mr. Kaplan is a vivacious meditation on family, aging, and the drive

for significance. SUBTITLED. Boabab Films, 2014, 98 min

Morning Book Club
Friday, May 14, 2021 at 10:00am via Zoom

A Replacement Life by Boris Fishman

In this debut novel, the author tells a provocative, soulful, and sometimes hilarious story

of a failed journalist asked to do the unthinkable: Forge Holocaust restitution claims for

old Russian Jews in Brooklyn. As the "Forger of South Brooklyn" Slava, the journalist,

learns that "not every fact is the truth, and not every lie is a falsehood."  A Replacement

Life is a dark, moving, and beautifully written novel about family, honor, and justice.
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http://gmail.com/


Click here to RSVPCLICK HERE TO RSVP
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https://templebethabraham.shulcloud.com/form/gala.html
https://templebethabraham.shulcloud.com/form/gala.html


Temple Beth Abraham has become an ADL Signature Synagogue. We will now have access to the vast resources

of the ADL and have the ability to share best practices, program ideas, and participate in other congregations’

upcoming events. Information about ADL programing at TBA will be released shortly and details will be in the

enews and future Bulletins.

We thank Gordon Swartz and Deborah Doyle and Patti Potash and Howard Jacobowitz for their generous support

of our association with ADL!

 

It should be no surprise that parents cry at night hoping that their child’s situation will get better.  But we are

really crying for a more understanding world to love and embrace them.  We don't want those children to just

be handed things.  We want them to have an opportunity to learn things equitably as they struggle with their

hidden disability.

At the Religious School, we have been going through a process of evaluating our educational pedagogies in a

meaningful way.  Last year, we brought in Matan - an organization that helps institutions ensure that children

with special needs, such as learning disabilities and physical challenges, can access and be successful in

high-quality Jewish educational experiences.  One of their representatives observed classrooms and offered

feedback and suggestions to make improvements in our school. 

As part of the effort to count those who are often not counted, I spoke at length with Rabbi Lauren Tuchman

of the Rabbinical Assembly about educating those who have learning challenges.  As a blind rabbi, she does

everything using Braille.  Her informative conversation with me introduced me to some new technologies and

approaches to learning.

My meeting with Sonia Levy resulted in a training of our educators in the Orton Gillingham methodology of

learning Hebrew. Orton Gillingham is a widely accepted reading program for learners with language-based

learning issues, such as dyslexia. I am familiar with the program in terms of reading English, but it was

incredibly exciting to see how this can be implemented in learning how to read Hebrew.

Even though the pandemic slowed us down a little, it will not stop us. We will continue growing and developing

our support services by leaning on the wealth of knowledge from all neighboring communities. It is our

imperative to be prepared both for our own constituency and for constituencies who have not yet entered the

building.

L’shalom,

Yanira

Resouces

https://matankids.org

https://www.oghebrew.com

https://rabbituchman.com
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From Yanira Quinones, Director of Education (Con't.)

https://matankids.org/
https://www.oghebrew.com/
https://rabbituchman.com/


CANDLE LIGHTING

APRIL, 2021                              

FRIDAY, APRIL 2                    7:03PM

SATURDAY, APRIL 3              8:04PM

FRIDAY, APRIL 9                      7:11PM

FRIDAY, APRIL 16                    7:18PM

FRIDAY, APRIL 23                  7:26PM

FRIDAY, APRIL 30                  7:33PM

MAY, 2021

FRIDAY, MAY 7                     7:40PM

FRIDAY, MAY 14                    7:48PM

SUNDAY, MAY 16                  7:49PM

MONDAY, MAY 17                 8:50PM

FRIDAY, MAY 21                    7:54PM

FRIDAY, MAY 28                   8:00PM

JUNE, 2021

FRIDAY,  JUNE 4                   8:05PM

FRIDAY, JUNE 11                    8:09PM

FRIDAY, JUNE 18                    8:12PM

FRIDAY, JUNE 25                   8:13PM

April, 2021 Torah Readings

April 2-3        Yom Sh’vi-i shel Pesach: Exodus 14:30-15:21

April 9-10       Sh’mini: Leviticus. 9:1-11:47

                      Shabbat M'varkhim HaChodesh

April 16-17      Tazria/M’tzora: Leviticus 12:1-15:33

April 23-24   Acharei Mot/K’doshim: Leviticus 16:1-20:27
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May, 2021 Torah Readings

May 1            Emor: Leviticus 21:1-24:33

May 7-8        B’har/B’chukotai: Leviticus 25:1-27:34

  Shabbat M'varkhim HaChodesh

May 14-15     B’midbar: Numbers 1:1−4:20

May 21-22   Naso: Numbers 4:21–7:89

May 28-29   B’haalot’cha: Numbers 8:1-12:16

 

June, 2021 Torah Readings

June 5         Sh’lach L’cha: Numbers 13:1-15:41

Shabbat M'varkhim HaChodesh

June 12       Korach: Numbers 16:1-18:32

June 18       Chukat: Numbers 19:1-22:1

 June 25     Balak: Numbers 22:2-25:9

Women’s Circle Shabbat

April - May 2021
April 16 - Coffee Date

Name someone you’d like to spend a few hours with. You can focus on a character

from the Bible, but let’s face it, we’ve all watched a lot of TV and movies this year,

so feel free to name someone from there. Share with us what you relate to and

what you’d like to discuss. 

 

May 14 - Surprise! 

In lockdown there’s not a lot to surprise us, and certainly not a lot of good surprises. 

 This time let’s share something surprising about you that most of us don’t know and

then something surprising that happened in the past week, month, or year.
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Click here for form

http://bit.ly/TBA_Mitzvah_Form
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Click here 
to Register

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqdO-hrjkvHtcOrNqujn8mjOQBKzSa9B_r
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqdO-hrjkvHtcOrNqujn8mjOQBKzSa9B_r
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqdO-hrjkvHtcOrNqujn8mjOQBKzSa9B_r


Yom Ha'atzmaut Across North America is a live virtual concert experience hosted by "Hadar and

Sheldon" and featuring some of the most recognizable names in Jewish music and leadership around

the world.  In addition to a joyous celebration of Israeli music, proceeds from Yom Ha'atzmaut Across

America support Covid-19 relief.

Proceeds from the 2021 celebration benefit:

 
 

Click here for details

Sidney was a hidden child during the darkest years of the Holocaust.  He hid in forests, barns, and on a farm
in Poland for a year and a half.  They were forced to keep switching locations on the farms as the Nazis

kept coming to check.  The last 7 months or so, his small group was in a location where he could not even
stand up.  Sidney’s rescuers were recognized and awarded the honor as “Righteous Among Nations”

because their acts of bravery that saved Sidney and other lives were remarkable, courageous, and selfless.  
 

Watch your mail box for the Yellow Candle which has been sent to you.  We ask that on 
Wednesday, April 7, Erev Yom HaShoah, you light the candle in memory of the victims of the Holocaust.

Place it in your window as a reminder to yourself and your neighbors of the tragedy of the Holocaust, to
help insure that, through memory, it will never happen again. 

 
Click here for the Zoom Link. 

 

YOM HA'ATZMAUT 
ACROSS NORTH AMERICA

 
THE FOREMOST LIVE CONCERT & CELEBRATION

OF ISRAEL'S INDEPENDENCE DAY

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021 at 2:00pm
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7 at 7:30pm
 

This year's guest speaker: Sidney Zoltak

The Yellow Candle project serves as both an educational program and a means to reaffirm our commitment
to life and the improvement of the world. We believe that this is a particularly fitting response to the horrors

of the Holocaust. Therefore, all donations above the cost of the program this year will go to our Pincus
Scholarship Fund, which helps defray the cost of tuition for students in our Religious School.

 
Click here to donate

https://sheldonlow.com/yom-ha-atzmaut-across-america
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88414535428
https://templebethabraham.shulcloud.com/payment.php
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http://bit.ly/3bhuY1g

http://bit.ly/3bhuY1g


Click here 
to Register

V O L U M E  9 7 ,  I S S U E  7A P R I L ,  2 0 2 1

P A G E  1 3

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMscu2grTIqHdMvob_qpMLcZgBrdGV-ZgPA
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMscu2grTIqHdMvob_qpMLcZgBrdGV-ZgPA
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMscu2grTIqHdMvob_qpMLcZgBrdGV-ZgPA
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Click here to Register

https://www.wjcouncil.org/events/yom-haatzmaut-community-eent/
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The following events reflect the known sorrows

and simchas of our TBA Family.

           
MAZEL TOV  TO:

Farron and Gary Roboff on the birth of their

granddaughter, Chloe Leah Roboff

SPEEDY RECOVERY TO:

Peter Herzog

CONDOLENCES TO:

Scott, Matthew, and Alissa Abramson on the death of their

wife and mother, Carol Abramson

Pam Dolin on the death of her father, Dr. Bernard Dolin

Judith Eidenberg Rubinstein on the death of her father,

Norman Eidenberg 

Mira Fein on the death of her father, Stephen Kay

Kimberly Marcus on the death of her mother, Joan Marcus

Donna Misrok on the death of her uncle, Eli Abolafia

TBA FAMILY

Donations
 AWAY AT SCHOOL

Peter & Amy Herzog

Scott & Stacy Ziluck

Vivian Savitch

The Balsan Family

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In honor of

The wonderful Disney Purim celebration, from Stanley

& Harryette Helsel

In loving memory of

Harris Halperin, from Jennifer, David & Matthew

Halperin

Jack Stern, from Jill Harris

Peter Bermas, from Stuart & Arlene Kolbert

CONSERVATIVE KIDDUSH FUND

To celebrate

The engagement of Neil and Wendy Bruckner's son Ian,

from Diane and Richard Lane

FRAN FRIEDMAN FUND FOR THE ENRICHMENT

OF CHILDREN

In loving memory of

Mary Gordon, from Howard & Hannah Sackelman

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Benjamin & Audrey Gelfand

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In honor of

The wonderful Disney Purim celebration, from Stanley

& Harryette Helsel

In loving memory of

Sam and Sophie Fischberg, loving parents of the late

Dan Fischberg, from Carole Fischberg

Florence Alter, from Iris & Allan Graff

Harris Halperin, from Jennifer, David & Matthew

Halperin

Irving Klein, father of Rochelle Fenster and Teddi

Klein, from Marvin & Ruda Klein

TEMPLE FUND

In appreciation of

Drs. Audra Schweitzer, Neil Reich, and all the TBA

members who have been on the front lines of

fighting COVID-19, from David Rubin and Beth

Propper

The Mishebeirach Prayer offered for her recovery,

from Rochelle Kessler

In honor of

The Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter Mila Hannah

Angoff, from Walter & Eleanor Angoff

In loving memory of

Carlos Eidelman, from Bernardo & Ida Handszer

Hilda Glat, from Jay & Eleanor Glat

Sally Weinbaum, from Ira & Harriet Weinbaum

Nettie Singerman, from Martin & Geri Singerman

Bernie Braun, from Norman & Janet Braun

Irwin Thuor, from Carole Thuor

Paul Rothenberg, from Rochelle Kessler

Samuel Hirsch, from Pamela Drassinower

YOUTH GROUP FUND

Michael & Jennifer Povman
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David & Cheryl Brandwein

Jamie Cipriano & Kevin Miller

Missy & Steven Closter

Judy Cohen

April Daryanani

Allison Fine & Scott Freiman

Lisa Belkin Gelb & Bruce Gelb

Audrey & Ben Gelfand

James & Donna Goldsmith

Steve & Julia Gosset

Rebecca & Jonathan Greller

Susan Groppe

Carly Jacobs & Edward Schillinger

Norman & Melissa Jacobson

Marvin & Ruda Klein

Marjorie & David Lissy

Jen & Jared Lewin

Irene & Jonathan Metz

Andrea & Jerry Moskowitz

Larry & Helen Murray

Liza Karsten & Dan Nienaltow
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THANK YOU!!!
 

The TBA Religious School and Board of Education would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of

the people who participated in our Mishloach Manot Fundraiser. With your support we are able to offer

tuition assistance to our school families. A special thank you to Mr. Pincus and family for your kindness

and continued generous support of our TBA Religious School!

 Stacey & Cory Notrica

Chris O'Donnell & Alison Moskowitz

Lee & Pam Parker

Mark Polisar & Felise Milan

Stacy & Eric Poritzky

Jennifer & Michael Povman

Yanira Quinones & Gene Fein

Bernice Rogowitz & David Frank

Liz Ross & Bernie Tolpin

Steve & Roberta Rothkin

Judith Eidenberg Rubinstein & Craig Rubinstein

Brian & Nicole Schneider

Michael Andrela and Audra Schweitzer

Stuart & Anita Skolnick 

Marc & Nancy Solomon

Roy & Bunny Solomon

Sarah & Kenan Stern

Risa, Kevin & Brandon Swersey

Gordon Swartz & Deborah Doyle

The Zerman Family

 

WJCS is excited to announce a new UJA initiative, -
The COVID Relief Hub, (formerly known as Upward-
NY) designed to assist Westchester Residents and

New Yorkers across the 5 boroughs and Long
Island, with the far-reaching impact of the

pandemic.
 

Through the WJCS Hub, clients can access career
services, mental health counseling, kosher home

delivered meals and referrals to community
resources to assist with food insecurity, cash

assistance, financial counseling and more.
 

For More information click here.
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http://www.wjcs.com/news/2020/05/21/feature/covid-19-wjcs-programs-for-the-whole-family/
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Deadline for upcoming issues: 
May 1 for June, 2021

August 1 for September, 2021


