
       TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

MARCH NEWSLETTER

M A R C H  2 0 2 5                                                               V O L U M E  1 0 1 ,  I S S U E  7

Saturday, March 1
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service
11:00am Sophie Katz, child of Michael &
Stacy Katz, will be called to the Torah
as a B-Mitzvah

Friday, March 7
5:00pm Tot Shabbat
5:30pm Oneg/Pre-Neg
6:00pm Family Shabbat Service and
Sixth Grade Shabbat

Saturday, March 8
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service

Thursday, March 13
7:00pm Reform Purim Service and
Shpiel

Friday, March 14
9:00am Conservative Purim Service
with Megillah reading
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service &
Scout Shabbat

Saturday, March 15
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service

Friday, March 21
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service with
Torah Reading and Anita Lebedkin, our
shinshinit, will be called to the Torah as
a Bat Mitzvah 

Saturday, March 22
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service

Friday, March 28
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service

From Rabbi Holtz's Study
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Dear Friends,

For many of us, Purim is primarily a children’s
holiday. Costumes, carnivals, cookies, groggers
(noisemakers) – it has so many elements tailor-made
for kids. But when you actually read the entire
megillah  (Book  of   Esther),   you  realize  that   the

themes of the holiday are anything but childish. It deals with sexuality,
the roles of men and women in society, and the power that one angry
person has to affect, and potentially destroy, the lives of an entire
community. It highlights the existence of Jew-hatred, and reminds us
that there have been times in our history when Jews have felt the need
to conceal their religion to avoid being attacked. This rings painfully
true in our own time, when so many of you have told me that the rise in
antisemitism makes you afraid to wear jewelry or clothing identifying
yourself as Jewish.

Esther and Mordecai are heroes because, despite their fears, they
were willing to stand up against injustice and make their voices heard.
There was no guarantee that they would succeed, but they acted
anyway. And they did it by lobbying the King. 

Though we don’t usually use the word political to describe their
actions, that is what they are. In fact the Bible, especially the books of
the prophets, are filled with politics in general, and in particular with
the very Jewish act of speaking truth to power. Oxford defines politics
as “the activities associated with the governance of a country or other
area, especially the debate or conflict among individuals or parties
having or hoping to achieve power.” Jews have been participating in
politics as far back (at least) as the first millennium BCE, during the
reign of King David. 

When we at TBA speak of social justice projects, I sometimes hear folks
saying, “we shouldn’t get involved in politics.” That position  is utterly
antithetical to Jewish tradition. We should not get involved in choosing
politicians, but we have a moral obligation to bring Jewish values to
the public marketplace of ideas, for our own sakes and for the sake of
the land in which we live and thrive. 

We  are  living  in  a  moment   I  never  envisioned,  one  that  is  eerily 

Continued on page 5PLEASE NOTE:

The Torah Service will take
place on the third Friday

instead of the second Friday
this month



P A G E  2

Cantor's Notes

Trustees
Judith Balsan, Emily Chazen, Audrey Gelfand,
Steve Gosset,        Lee Lefkowitz,        Tracy Ostroff,
Bernice Rogowitz,      Marc Solomon,     Harry Stein,
Jon Strom,          Risa Swersey,         Sarah Winston

Honorary Trustees
Barry S. Agdern,          Herb Baer,          Ruth Biloon, 
                  Allison Fine,             Audrey Gelfand, 
Dr. Stephen Gerstman,  Robert Harris, Liza Karsten,          
Jennifer Povman,    Loren Ratner,      Farron Roboff, 
          Pearl Ann Schwartz,     Dr. Richard Weiner,
                       Jamie Schaefer Wilson                               

DIRECTORY

Clergy/Senior Staff
Rabbi                                                   David K. Holtz
rabbi@tba-ny.org                                           ext. 104

Cantor                                Lauren Phillips Fogelman
cantor@tba-ny.org                                         ext. 101 

Director                                      
director@tba-ny.org                                    

Director of Education and                     Stessa Peers
Youth Engagement                                        ext. 108
speers@tba-ny.org                                        

Director of Early Childhood              Melissa McHugh
cgcdirector@tba-ny.org                                 ext. 107

Office Staff

Facilities Supervisor                       Yakov Orentlikher
facility@tba-ny.org                                         ext. 110

Assistant Facilities Manager              Jaime Valencia

Clergy Coordinator                                    Irene Metz
clergyassistant@tba-ny.org                           ext. 106 

Bookkeeper                                           Maggie Lissy
bookkeeper@tba-ny.org                                ext. 113

Administrative Assistant                        Melissa Baer
TBAOffice@tba-ny.org                                  ext. 100

Hebrew School Assistant                            Kira Gleit 
hebrewschool@tba-ny.org                             ext. 111

Executive Committee
Co-Presidents                                            Herb Baer
                                                      & Brian Schneider 

First Vice President                                Amy Zerman

Second Vice President                                 Liz Ross

Recording Secretary                               Mark Polisar

Treasurer                                      David Greenspoon

Committee Chairs

Adult Education                                     Claire Zucker 

Board of Education                   Amy Shapiro-Kessler

Fundraising/Development                      Jenny Libien

House, Health & Security                      Neil Bruckner
                                           & Jamie Schaefer Wilson

Israel                                                       Marla Peers 

Member Services                               Loretta London
                                                     & Jennifer Povman

Nursery School                                      Cindy Collins
                                                      & Jamie Lefkowitz

Ritual                                                     Melissa Stein

Tikkun Olam                      Lisa Piedimonte Bergman
                                                         & Jennifer Lewin

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM
25 Leroy Avenue
Tarrytown, NY 10591

Tel: 914-631-1770
www.tba-ny.org

 Get ready for SuperPurim!

The month of March promises an abundance of
superpowered programming here at TBA. On Thursday,
March 13,  we will  present  our superhero-themed  Purim 

shpiel, entitled “SuperPurim!” Then, two weeks later during the weekend of
March 28-30, we will welcome our Scholar-In-Residence, Jordan B.
Gorfinkel (aka “Gorf”), a cartoonist and comic book creator who managed
the Batman franchise for DC comics. Gorf will regale us with in-depth
connections between Judaism and superheroes, including the connection
between The Dark Knight and the Exodus story, comparisons between our
Jewish heroes in the Torah and the superheroes in our comic books, and
the four different types of superheroes as they relate to the four children in
the Passover story: Super Hero, Super Villain, Mentor, and Sidekick. 

As a bit of a prequel to SuperPurim and our Scholar-In-Residence
weekend, here are three fun connections between Judaism and the
superhero universe: 

The latest cinematic Wonder Woman is played by an Israeli actress
The current face behind the live-action version of Wonder Woman is Israeli
actress Gal Gadot. Gadot rose to fame after winning the Miss Israel
pageant in 2004. After a series of supporting roles, she was first cast as
Wonder Woman in the 2016 movie “Batman vs. Superman.” The following
year, her role as the title character in the box office hit “Wonder Woman”
led her to international fame. She later reprised the role in “Justice
League” (2017) and “Wonder Woman 1984” (2020). 

Gadot was born in the Israeli city of Petach Tikvah. Her father, Michael, is a
sixth-generation sabra (Israeli native) while her mother, Irit, is a first
generation sabra and the daughter of Holocaust survivors. Before their
daughter was born, they changed their last name from “Greenstein” to
“Gadot” (Hebrew for “riverbank”) to make it sound more Israeli. This was a
very common practice amongst Israelis. Gal Gadot literally means “wave of
the riverbank.” When Jimmy Kimmel interviewed Gadot on his late-night
show, he joked that her name makes her better suited to play Aqua Girl
than Wonder Woman!  

Gadot became fluent in English out of a desire to watch the hit comedies
“Seinfeld”  and “Friends.” At the age of 20, she enlisted into the IDF and
served as a combat trainer, which involved teaching gymnastics and
calisthenics to soldiers. She practiced the Israeli marshal art form Krav
Maga, and became skilled in handling weapons and preparing for combat.
This, of course, later served her well as she wielded her lasso as Wonder
Woman! 

Gadot notes that over the course of her career, attitudes to her Israeli
identity have shifted. “When I look back 15 years, when I was starting out,
being Israeli was something that people admired and were excited about—
Israeli women, their strength, and all that. I’m not saying it’s no longer the
case, but now it’s complicated. The conversation has changed. It’s
different. And I find myself, time and again, having to engage in very
complex and often uncomfortable discussions with people who have
opinions about what’s happening, trying to give them the full picture of
what’s really going on,” she told All-Israel News in 2024. 
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Stessa Peers
Director of Education
and Youth Engagement

Purim is one of my favorite Jewish holidays. There are so many reasons for this, but the one I hold closest
to my heart is the story of Esther and its relationship with the story of the Converso, or Crypto, Jews of
Spain and Portugal.

Conversos were Jews in Spain and Portugal who converted to Christianity, often under duress, during the
late Middle Ages and early modern period (especially the late 13th, 14th and 15th centuries). Many
Conversos continued to practice Judaism in secret, despite publicly identifying as Christians, to avoid
persecution by the Spanish and Portuguese Inquisitions.

These Conversos who continued to observe,  practiced a secret form of Judaism, one that was centered
around the home, and primarily driven by fierce Jewish women. These Conversos were what we might call
“undercover Jews.” Because they pretended to be Christian and practiced their religion subversively,
under the radar, Christians felt threatened by them, and they were hunted for hundreds of years by the
authorities of the Catholic Church. After all, what could be more threatening than SECRET Jews?! These
families who kept their Judaism hidden to protect themselves were incredibly brave. To this day, there are
people discovering their Converso heritage.

Converso religion was actually an interesting mix of Judaism and Christianity, as Conversos needed to be
able to “pass” as Christians. One of the ways this mix manifested was through Saints and Sainthood. Here
is where we find an incredible connection between the Purim story and the history of Crypto-Jews. Many
Conversos anointed Esther as Saint Esther, and historians have found beautiful pieces of artwork
illustrating her as the Patron Saint of Conversos. She was their source of strength and a figure in whom
they could find solace. What could be more powerful for those struggling with a secret identity than a
woman who had hidden her own Judaism to save the Jewish people?

The connection between the stories of Esther and the Conversos is fascinating. Jews who needed to hide
their true selves to continue practicing Judaism and survive is a story of self-preservation and the ultimate
protection of the Jewish people. I am grateful to those who came before us and taught us the importance
of remaining Jewish and passing on our stories and heritage to our children.

In the world we live in today, we can take inspiration from Esther, and the Conversos, to remain true to
ourselves and be proudly Jewish, even when it is not always easy to do so (and in fact, might be
downright dangerous). Their strength teaches us that resilience, courage, and identity matter; being
Jewish matters. 

There are many ways to instill love for Judaism in our children, and we set an example throughout the year
by teaching them and setting an example by living Jewish lives. But Purim is a time to celebrate how far
we have come, and it sets a beautiful example of how the Jewish people have survived.

In addition to this historical connection, we will be bringing joy to our community through our annual
Mishloach Manot fundraiser. As I mentioned in last month’s bulletin, Mishloach Manot (Purim baskets)
are gifts of food or drink that are sent to family, friends, and others on Purim. Sending Mishloach Manot is
a mitzvah! It  ensures that everyone has enough food for Purim and  fosters love and friendship among
Jews and their neighbors.

To help fulfill this mitzvah, I hope you will consider participating in our annual fundraiser, which also
supports Jewish education. This fundraiser benefits our Religious School through the Harry and Kate
Pincus Fund, which has helped countless Jewish children receive a Jewish education. Please read last
month’s bulletin for more details about the fundraiser and the 3rd grade mitzvah project, where our
students help deliver Mishloach Manot.

Interested in helping to pack bags on March 8th? Click here!
Continued on page 5

https://tinyurl.com/MishManot
https://tinyurl.com/MishManot
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4EACAB2AA6F85-55100349-boemishloach#/
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"Spring work is going on with joyful enthusiasm." – John Muir

We have been very busy at the Ian and Emily Cohen Children's Garden Center this winter exploring various
related themes as we spend our days learning and growing together. During February, we had many days
to play and engage in the snow. It tied in so beautifully to our study of our bodies and our five senses. A
highlight of the month was “Capabilities Day.” We learned the song, One Small Voice in sign language,
read a braille version of Goodnight Moon and had the opportunity to ride in a wheelchair. We learned
about our bodies and how they grow and we read about trees for Tu BiShvat ( the "Jewish New Year of the
Trees”) and we learned how, like trees, we grow when nourished. 

We began our Kandinsky tree canvases. Our CGC Friday gardening program commenced on February 21st
with the help of master gardener, Sara Seliti. Thank you to Rabbi David and Cantor Lauren for sharing
music and blessings with us each Friday as we welcome Shabbat. We look forward to Spring and the
opportunities for exploration that this wonderful season provides both outside and inside the classrooms. 

The Children’s Garden Center is currently enrolling for the 2025-2026 school year. Our classes are filling
quickly! We will have our Spring Open House on March 2nd from 1:00-2:30pm with sensory stations and
refreshments. Families will have the opportunity to tour, meet the teachers, and learn about our innovative
program. Please spread the word! Happy Spring! 

Melissa McHugh
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 Melissa McHugh
Director of Early Childhood Education

The Ian and Emily Cohen Children’s Garden Center 
at Temple Beth Abraham

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE CGC 
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reminiscent of the 1930’s. If the prophet Isaiah were alive today, he would be reminding us of our duty to
take care of the poor and the stranger and demanding that we do all we can to prevent the dismantling of
the social safety net. I think Mordecai and Esther would be joining the call. 
 
Peace and blessings,
Rabbi David Holtz

Rabbi’s Article Cont'd from Page 1
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Gadot is married to Jaron Varsano, a real estate developer turned film producer. Varsano is a Dutch Jew,
and the couple met while attending a yoga retreat in the Israeli desert. They have four daughters, who all
have quintessentially Israeli names: Alma, Maya, Daniella, and Ori. 
 
The Marvel universe has an Israeli superhero named Sabra, alter-ego of Ruth Bat-Seraph
Sabra, the first Israeli superheroine, made her debut in 1980 in “The Incredible Hulk.” The alter-ego of Ruth
Bat-Seraph, she serves as an agent to the Mossad, Israel’s Secret Service. She was born near Jerusalem, but
when her power manifested she was raised on a special kibbutz run by the Israeli government. Sabra’s
powers include mutant abilities like superhuman strength, speed, agility, reflexes, endurance, and stamina.
She has the ability to transfer powers and life energy to others. She also has a unique regenerative healing
factor.

Sabra became the subject of controversy in the post-October 7 world. In 2022, it was announced that
Israeli actress Shira Haas would play Sabra in the film “Captain America: Brave New World.” Marvel Studios,
which released the film in mid-February, received backlash from the Palestinian community who dubbed the
film #CaptainApartheid on social media.

The Institute for Middle East Understanding, a U.S.-based pro-Palestinian organization wrote, “By glorifying
the Israeli army & police, Marvel is promoting Israel’s violence against Palestinians and enabling the
continued oppression of millions of Palestinians living under Israel’s authoritarian military rule,” on X (Twitter).
As a result, Marvel changed Sabra’s backstory. She is now described as a “high-ranking US government
official.”

Cantor’s Article Cont'd from Page 2

Continued on page 6

This year, we are THRILLED to bring back a beloved tradition that we have not had since 2019: THE PURIM
CARNIVAL! Our Teen-led Purim Carnival Fundraiser is one of the most exciting and joyful events we hold at
TBA. It’s a time for our community to come together, celebrate, enjoy our TBA family, and just have fun!

One of our past presidents of the ZEETY Executive Board had this to say about the Purim Carnival: “I love
putting on the Purim Carnival because it is so much fun to plan and organize all the activities and think
about what everyone would enjoy. To then see everyone come together at the Carnival is so special for our
community and it’s a great opportunity to have fun together!” 

The carnival doesn’t just bring Purim joy; it also supports our Youth Group Fund! This fundraiser allows us to
provide exciting programming for our Youth Groups year-round.

We hope you will join us on Sunday, March 9, 2025, following Sunday School (11:00am-1:00pm) for our
carnival. I’m excited to bring this tradition back with energy, excitement, and Purim joy!

Registration information coming soon, keep an eye out! If you are an adult or teen who would like to
volunteer, click here!

I am so excited to celebrate all of these absolutely joyful moments with you this season, and I hope that you
will take time to create and experience Jewish joy during this special time.

L’Shalom, to Peace!
Morah Stessa

Stessa’s Article Cont'd from Page 3

https://twitter.com/theIMEU/status/1569457008964964353
https://twitter.com/theIMEU/status/1569457008964964353
https://bit.ly/carnivalvolunteer25
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“One iteration has her with full, bushy hair and a spandex suit mirroring the Israeli flag. In the movie, she is a
blazer-wearing security aide to the president of the United States. It is mentioned that she was born in
Israel but trained in the ‘red rooms,’ a reference to the Soviet-era Black Widow spy program in the Marvel
universe. She has no connection to the Israeli government and, at first, the audience is meant to distrust her,
but by the end she is revealed to be one of the good guys,” reports the Times of Israel.

The Forward offers a summary of the film as well as some dialogue that explains her revised origin story:
“Bat-Seraph is security advisor to Harrison Ford’s President Thaddeus ‘Thunderbolt’ Ross. Anthony Mackie’s
Captain America, Sam Wilson, is suspicious of her, and asks his comrade Joaquin Torres (Danny Ramirez) to
do some digging on her background.
‘Ross’ advisor, Ruth Bat-Seraph? She was born in Israel and trained in the Red Room,’ Torres tells him. ‘She’s
ex-widow,’ meaning she, like Scarlett Johansson’s Black Widow, is an elite assassin who, as a kid, learned to
field-strip guns in between ballet class as part of a government program. That means stay the hell out of her
way,’ Wilson says, unwittingly echoing the consensus of those calling to boycott the film.”

The film opened to mediocre reviews, with critics noting many visible rewrites and disconnections between
various plot points. 

Superman was created by two Jewish teenagers 
We know Superman most familiarly as the alter-ego of journalist Clark Kent. However, he was born on the
fictional planet Krypton where his Kryptonian surname was “Kal-El.” This can be translated into Hebrew as
meaning “voice of God.” 

Superman was created by two high school buddies from Cleveland, Ohio: Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, who
shared a love of adventure, science fiction, and movies. They began developing the Superman story in 1933.
Although their original dream was to sell their work as a syndicated newspaper comic strip, they agreed to
sell Superman as a comic book in 1938. Although DC comics now owned all the rights to the franchise, they
retained Siegel and Shuster as the principal writer and artist for the stories. 

Superman’s origin story parallels that of Moses. As a baby, his parents sent him to Earth on a spaceship
shortly before the planet of Krypton was destroyed. He landed in the American countryside, near a fictional
town called Smallville, Kansas, where he was adopted by Jonathan and Mark Kent and given the name
“Clark.”

Although it seems like Siegel and Shuster were likely inspired by Moses in their creation of this iconic
superhero, Siegel’s memoir references a different Biblical inspiration: Samson. Samson, who was the last of
the judges in ancient Israel, was famous for his super strength. In the early comics, Superman is touted as
“possessing the strength of a dozen Samsons.” 

Siegel and Shuster were also influenced by the story of the Golem of Prague, which was written by I.L.
Peretz in 1890. A clay golem comes to life to protect the Jewish ghetto of Prague against rising anti-
Semitism. He used his super strength to crush tyrants and save those who were good at heart – just like our
favorite man of steel. 

“He is Clark Kent and Superman; he is the ethnic guy with the Hebraic name Kal-El who came to America,
changed his mannerisms and appearance. He tucks his tallit down into his suit, and he goes around the
world like a gentile. So it’s sort of like the ultimate assimilation/assertion fantasy, the ability to decide which
part of you should interact with society at any given moment. What is more American than being an ethnic
immigrant, and bringing the gifts and uniqueness of your cultural heritage to the greater benefit of the
American society?” writes Roy Schwartz, author of “Is Superman Circumcised?”
 
Keep these characters and anecdotes in mind as we encounter our very own Jewish superheroes, Esther and
Mordechai, at SuperPurim! 
 
Chag Sameach,
Cantor Lauren Phillips Fogelman 
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Cantor’s Article Cont'd from Page 5

https://marvelcinematicuniverse.fandom.com/wiki/Red_Room
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March 8                                                             T'tzaveh  Exodus 27:20−30:10
March 14                                                                Ki Tisa  Exodus 30:11−34:35
March 21                                                           Vayak'heil  Exodus 35:1–38:20
March 28                                                             P'kudei  Exodus 38:21-40:38

Torah Readings

Half day: 9:00-noon

Full day: 9:00-3:00

Before and after care available 25 Leroy Ave, Tarrytown, NY 10591

CONTACT US TO SCHEDULE A TOUR
CGCdirector@tba-ny.org

(914) 631-1770

Children’s Garden CenterAT TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

Registration is open
for 2025-2026!

18 months- 5 years

Preschool

Candle Lighting 
March, 2025

Friday, March 7                                                                                  5:36 pm
Friday, March 14                                                                                 6:43pm
Friday, March 21                                                                                  6:51pm
Friday, March 28                                                                                6:58pm

P A G E  7

mailto:cgcdirector@tba-ny.org?subject=Enrollment%2025-26


It’s a FUNdraiser for TBA!

Sing your favorite song - over
1,000 to choose from!

Come as a group, a duet, or
solo.  Or just hang out with

friends and enjoy the
performances!  
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All are welcome!
at Temple Beth Abraham

$54 cover charge
bit.ly/TBA-Karaoke

https://bit.ly/TBA-Karaoke


Saturday, March 29:

TorahVision 
 9:00am During Conservative Shabbat Service

The Secret Origin of Super Heroes - Moses, Superman, Esther, Wonder
Woman - What Super Heroes Teach about Torah and What Torah teaches

about Super Heroes

12:00pm Luncheon - $10 couvert

The Four children: Super Hero, Super Villain, 
Mentor, and Sidekick

7:30pm Evening (following Havdallah)

Sunday, March 30:

Jewish Cartoon Workshop 
During Religious School - For Religious School Families

Friday, March 28:

Exodus - The Dark Knight and Being a Super Hero
7:30pm During Reform Kabbalat Shabbat (welcoming the Sabbath) Service

Oneg sponsorships available ($36)

March 28-30, 2025
Judaism is Your Superpower!With 

Jordan B. 
“Gorf” 
Gorfinkel

Temple Beth Abraham Presents:
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE WEEKEND

Graphic 
artist 

Veteran
 editor
 of DC’s 

“Batman”
comic                                

books  

All talks are appropriatefor teens and adults

Register for the luncheon or
sponsor the Oneg at:

bit.ly/TBA-SIR25
or scan the QR code:

Sponsored by the Fran Friedman Fund for the Enrichment of Children 
and the Harriet Verter Fund for Jewish Education
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https://bit.ly/TBA-SIR25
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WEDNESDAYS 1:00PM -3:00PM
AT TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

CANASTA LESSONS

F R E E  T O  M E M B E R S
$ 5 . 0 0  F O R  G U E S T S

L E A R N  T H E  R U L E S  -  P L A Y  T H E  G A M E

M E E T  N E W  F R I E N D S
S P E N D  F U N  T I M E  W I T H  O L D  F R I E N D S
T A K E  A  C O F F E E  B R E A K

I F  I N T E R E S T E D  E M A I L  A D U L T E D @ T B A - N Y . O R G

WE ARE ONCE AGAIN OFFERING

P A G E  1 0

mailto:adulted@tba-ny.org?subject=canasta%20lessons
https://bit.ly/TBAWomenMarch2025
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Torah Study
Wednesdays, 10:00-11:00am, in Person and via Zoom
Rabbi Holtz leads a class every Wednesday morning, which goes at its own pace through
the Tanakh in English. No previous knowledge is required, and you can join in at any point
in the cycle. 
On Saturdays, join us at 9:00am for a lively discussion of this week’s Torah reading during
Conservative Services.

Mah Jongg
Mondays, 1:00pm-4:00pm, in Person 
Wednesdays, 7:00pm-9:00pm, in Person 
Play Mah Jongg in a friendly, non-competitive (no betting) gathering at Temple Beth
Abraham on Monday afternoons and Wednesday evenings.  
Nominal charge for guests.

Canasta
Wednesdays, 1:00pm-3:00pm, in Person
Learn the rules. Play the game.
Meet new friends, spend fun time with old friends, or take a coffee break.
Learn how to play from a knowledgeable instructor or brush up on your playing skills. 
Free for temple members, $5.00 per session for guests.

Adult Education

P A G E  1 1

Fri., March 14 at 10:00am
Street Corner Dreams

By Florence Reiss Kraut

Books & More

Wed., March 19 at 7:00pm
Ways to Disappear

 by Idra Novey

Books@Night

TBA Book Clubs



W E  A R E  M O R E  T H A N  T B A  U N C O R K E D !  
W E ’ R E  P I C T U R E - P E R F E C T !

H o s t e d  b y
T h e  I s r a e l  C o m m i t t e e  T e m p l e  B e t h  A b r a h a m

We’re pulling out all the stops!
A great selections of wines and spirits presented by Aged Cork

Perfect for your Passover seders!

plus

Photography Exhibition by Gideon Vardi
whose astounding eucalyptus tree photographs 

will form the backdrop for our program

 S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  1 6 *
 f r o m  4 : 0 0 - 6 : 0 0 P M

f r e e  d e l i v e r y
E n j o y  h o r s  d ’ o e u v r e s  a n d  I s r a e l i  w i n e s  a n d  s p i r i t s .

M e e t  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r .   M a k e  y o u r  s e l e c t i o n s .
P r e o r d e r  o p t i o n  a v a i l a b l e .  

Register here: https://bit.ly/tbawine25

Wine and spirits list available 
upon registration

 *Snow date: March 23
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https://bit.ly/tbawine25
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SPOTLIGHT ON 
ISRAEL-RELATED WEBCASTS

AND IN-PERSON EVENTS

Looking to stay informed
and engaged with 

Israeli current events,
culture, and business?

Stay connected and discover more!

Visit the TBA Israel Committee's
webpage to explore the current lineup

and register for upcoming events.

Check out our curated list of webcasts and 
in-person events from a diverse range of

organizations. From expert insights on the
latest developments to explorations of Israeli
innovation and culture, there’s something for

everyone.

Please join our
 Temple Beth Abraham Family 

as our shinshinit
אניטה לבדקין
Anita Lebedkin 

is called to the Torah 
as a Bat Mitzvah

Please join our
 Temple Beth Abraham Family 

as our shinshinit
אניטה לבדקין
Anita Lebedkin 

is called to the Torah 
as a Bat Mitzvah

Friday, March 21, 2025 

7:30PM

Friday, March 21, 2025 

7:30PM
כ״א אדר 5785

https://tba-ny.org/about-tba/temple-committees/israel-committee/
https://tba-ny.org/about-tba/temple-committees/israel-committee/


Once every five years, we have the right and civic
duty as Diaspora Jews to cast our votes and make our
voices heard in the World Zionist Congress (WZC)
election.

By choosing the Vote Reform slate, you are voting for your values. 
The representatives you send to the WZC will help set policies and a

$1 billion annual budget that affect Jews around the world.

When you Vote Reform, you are:
taking a stand for a secure and democratic Israel
protecting the rights of your children and your children’s
children to be recognized as Jewish in Israel – a right that our
ultra-orthodox opponents in this election are trying to take away
choosing the representatives who will champion Reform values

Here at TBA, we will be speaking a lot about the election and provide
opportunities to vote, though you can vote online from anywhere. 

Voting takes place from March 10 - May 4.

Questions?  Contact the Israel Committee at
israelcommittee@tba-ny.org

For more information:  https://vote4reform.org

Your Vote Matters!
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mailto:IsraelCommittee@tba-ny.org?subject=Voting
https://vote4reform.org/
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Movie Mavens
Saturday, March 15, 7:00pm in person

This month’s movie: Batman and Bill
Everyone thinks that Bob Kane created Batman, but that's not the
whole truth. One author makes it his crusade to make it known that
Bill Finger, a struggling writer, actually helped invent the iconic
superhero, from concept to costume to the very character we all
know and love. Bruce Wayne may be Batman's secret identity, but his
creator was always a true mystery.

9.14 Pictures, 2017, 100 mins., TV-14
Free to members, guests $5.00.  Guests please register with the temple office

P A G E  1 5

S C O U T  S H A B B A T

It is always a pleasure to welcome the Girl Scouts and Boy
Scouts to the bima in celebration of Scout Shabbat. 

 
These dedicated children, along with their leaders, join us

in prayer and community each year in celebration of
tradition, leadership, and inspiration. They arrive in uniform

and are honored by Rabbi Holtz and Cantor Fogelman
during services. 

If you are a Scout Leader with a local troop or have a scout
and would like to join us, please contact Cantor Fogelman

at 914-631-1770 or cantor@tba-ny.org to make
arrangements.

Friday, March 14 at 7:30pm

T E M P L E  B E T H  A B R A H A M ’ S  
A N N U A L  Y O U T H  G R O U P  F U N D R A I S E R

PURIM

CARNIVAL

IS BACK!

M A R C H  9 ,  2 0 2 5  |    1 1 : 0 0 A M - 1 : 0 0 P M

F O L L O W I N G  S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

G A M E S  |  S P I N  A R T  |  S N A C K S  |  R A F F L E

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  TO VOLUNTEER OR TO DONATE,  EMAIL:

SPEERS@TBA-NY.ORG
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mailto:cantor@tba-ny.org?subject=Scout%20Shabbat


PURIM DINNER
Thursday, March 13, 6:00pm 

$18 each person
$54 maximum per family

Please RSVP by Tuesday, March 11, 
so we know how much food to order. 

bit.ly/TBAPurimDinner25

REFORM SERVICE & SHPIEL 
Thursday, March 13, 7:00pm

CONSERVATIVE SERVICE 
WITH MEGILLAH READING

Friday, March 14,  9:00am

MISHLOACH MANOT
Pick up your Purim Baskets at 
Services on Thursday or Friday!

PURIM CARNIVAL 
Sunday, March 9, 11:00am - 1:00pm
TBA's Teen-led Purim celebration!
Games!  Spin art!  Snacks! Raffle

Please bring a box of rice or dried pasta
to serve as a grogger which will be donated to the 

Community Food Pantry of Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown 
following services. 
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https://bit.ly/TBAPurimDinner25
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It’s a Purim Tradition to send sweet treats and warm
wishes (Mishloach Manot) to family and friends!

For Purim on March 13, TBA will be giving Mishloach Manot to each
member family, along with a scroll listing the names of all the families

who are participating in this fundraiser benefitting the Religious
School’s Pincus Scholarship Fund.

Two levels of participation are available this year:
Sponsor Level: $180.  All Sponsors will be listed in the Sponsor

section of the scroll.  In addition, sponsors will receive an
additional treat in their mishloach manot bag!

Member Level: $72.  All members who pay  $72 will have their
names included on the scroll which is distributed with each

basket.

Additional baskets may be purchased for $18 each.

You may also make a contribution to the Pincus Fund (in an amount of
your choosing) using the link or QR code above.

MISHLOACH MANOTMISHLOACH MANOT

please order by March 7

It's easy to order
and pay online!

Click HERE or scan
the QR code to

participate!
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https://tinyurl.com/MishManot


ZEETYKatan (Kindergarteners-2nd Graders)
March 2, 2025: 11:00am-12:30pm

ZEETYTeeny (3rd-5th Graders)
March 30, 2025: 11:00am-12:30pm

ZEETY678 (6th-8th Graders)
March 30, 2025: 1:00-2:30pm

TBA TEENS (7th-12th Graders)
March 2, 2025: 1:00-2:30pm 

AT TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM 

March
Youth Group

Events

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  PLEASE CONTACT OUR
 DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND YOUTH ENGAGEMENT, 

STESSA PEERS, 
AT SPEERS@TBA-NY.ORG 

To Register: https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
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https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
mailto:speers@tba-ny.org
mailto:speers@tba-ny.org
https://bit.ly/ygmarch25
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Family
Shabbat

Temple Beth Abraham‘s March 

Family Shabbat is a service geared towards children and families. 
6th Graders will participate in the service by leading us in prayer

Join us for 
6th Grade Family Shabbat!

What is Family Shabbat?

Friday, March 7th, 2025

For more information,
email SPeers@tba-ny.org 

5:00pm Tot Shabbat
5:30pm Oneg: Snack and Schmooze 

6:00pm Family Services - 6th Grade Family Shabbat Service
After Services: 6th Grade Shul In

What is a Shul In?
Shul ins are a sleeover at TBA!

After services, 6th graders will meet for a sleep over 
that will end at 8:00am the following morning.

To register: https://bit.ly/6gshulin25

https://bit.ly/6gshulin25
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CGC’S FIRST THURSDAY 
COFFEE TALKS 

FOR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS 
from 9:15-10:15am

 in the coffee bar lobby at TBA

March 6th - Stephanie Rosenthal, owner of Prepared for Life CPR  will
lead a CPR course covering child and adult CPR.  Invite your friends and
family.
 
March 6th - Awilda Young from Cozy in the Crib, a Pediatric Sleep
Specialist, will teach you proven strategies to get your baby, toddler, or
older child to sleep.
 
April 3rd - Claire Zucker, TBA member and Speech/Language expert,
will address, “Speech, Language, and Phonemic Awareness: The
Readiness Tools for Reading.”
 
May 1st -  Stephanie Patsiner, mother and SEPTA (Special Education
Parent Teacher Association) representative, will share her experience
raising a neurodivergent child. She will provide information on support
systems in the community, and discuss the triumphs and tribulations of
“twice-exceptional” individuals. 

 
June 5th - Information to follow

Please RSVP to Melissa McHugh 
at cgcdirector@tba-ny.org

https://m.facebook.com/PittsfordSEPTA/photos/neurodiversity-is-a-natural-and-valuable-form-of-human-diversity-similar-to-the-/421294093749179/
https://m.facebook.com/PittsfordSEPTA/photos/neurodiversity-is-a-natural-and-valuable-form-of-human-diversity-similar-to-the-/421294093749179/
mailto:cgcdirector@tba-ny.org?subject=coffee%20talk
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Save the Date!
May 3, 2025

Appetizers
6:30-7:30pm

Everyone
starts out

together at
one location

Main Course
8:00-9:30pm

We break up
into smaller

groups

Dessert
10:00-11:00pm

Everyone
comes

together again
at one location

Enjoy an evening of appetizers, dinner and dessert at the homes of
your fellow congregants.  A great way to make new TBA friends!

Let us know If you can host the main course!   
You provide the home and the meal.

email fundraising@tba-ny.org

P A G E  1 5P A G E  2 1

mailto:fundraising@tba-ny.org?subject=Progressive%20Dinner%20Host
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THE FOLLOWING EVENTS REFLECT THE KNOWN
SORROWS AND SIMCHAS OF OUR TBA FAMILY
SINCE OUR FEBRUARY BULLETIN:

CONDOLENCES TO:
Janet Braun and her family on the death of her
husband, Norman Braun
Lori and Mark Cohen and family on the death
of Lori's father Gerald Siegel.
Rick Misrok and Lisanne Biolos and their
families on the death of their father, Larry Misrok

Refuah Shleimah to:
Eva Fischer
Stephen Gerstman
Jen Greenspoon
Ruda Klein
Risa Swersey

MAZEL TOV TO:
Amy and Jared Zerman on the engagement of
their son Adam to Emma Bartlett

P A G E  2 2

TBA FAMILY DONATIONS

DONATIONS
BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHESED FUND

Herb & Melissa Baer in loving memory of
Gladys Baer & Donald Simms

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Herb, Melissa, Emma & Ethan Baer in
loving memory of Gladys Baer

CARING COMMITTEE (TBA CARES)
Herb & Melissa Baer in loving memory of
Gladys Baer & Donald Simms
Linda Shulman in loving memory of Helen
Silver
Maggie & David Lissy in loving memory of
Donald Simms
Jonathan & Rebecca Greller in loving
memory of Donald Simms

CONSERVATIVE KIDDUSH FUND
Barry & Jane Agdern in loving memory of
Emil Propper
Barry & Jane Agdern in loving memory of
Gladys Baer
Bob & Marilyn Harris in loving memory of
Donald Simms
Bob & Marilyn Harris in loving memory of
Gladys Baer
Diane & Richard Lane 

HANNAH T. LEVY FUND
  In loving memory of Gladys Baer: 

Steven & Judith Balsan 
Barbara & Susan Barak 
Peter & Beth Blass 
Adam & Suzy Bloom 
TBA’s Board of Trustees  
Emily & Michael Chazen 
Sharon DeLevie & Steven Haber
Saara Gallin 
David & Rochelle Greenspan 
Jonathan & Rebecca Greller 
Hanan & Julie Gur 
David Helfand & Ina Bearak Helfand
Peter & Amy Herzog 
Howard Jacobowitz & Patti Potash
Sharon Kirschner   
Donald Kumka & Jane Silverman
Maggie & David Lissy 
Miriam Margoshes   
Jerry & Marla Peers 
Gary & Farron Roboff 
Liz Ross and Bernie Tolpin
Pearl Ann Schwartz  
Linda Shulman   
Richard & Leslie Stern 
Dorothy Strauss   
Risa & Kevin Swersey 
Kamel Tarazi & Michele Roque
Ira & Harriet Weinbaum 
Jared & Amy Zerman 
Steven & Claire Zucker 

  In Loving Memory of Donald Simms:
Emily & Michael Chazen 
Julie & Hanan Gur 
Sharon Kirschner
Steven & Claire Zucker 
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DONATIONS Reliable,
Responsive,
Respectful
Rosenthal Memorial Chapel 
is independently-owned and
operated. 
With care and compassion, 
we offer a full range of Jewish
funeral services. 

Michael L. Rosenthal
914.773.0030 
491 Mamaroneck Avenue
White Plains, NY 10605
www.rosenthalmemorial.com

P A G E  2 3

NURSERY SCHOOL FUND
Robert & Erica Newman

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Herb, Melissa, Emma & Ethan Baer in
loving memory of Gladys Baer

TEMPLE FUND 
Eva Fischer in loving memory of Henry
Fischer
Rochelle Kessler with gratitude for Mi
Shebeirach prayers
Sharon Kirschner in loving memory of

     Helen Silver
Sharon Kirschner in response to the TBA
Presidents’ letter of February 12
David Lippmann & Laura Young 
Harry & Linda Lubell in loving memory of
Frances Lubell 
Richard & Linda Okrasinski in loving
memory of Rose Berkowitz
Jerald & Gayle Seti in loving memory of
Gerald Siegel
Jared & Amy Zerman in loving memory of
Miriam Zerman on her yahrzeit

TIKKUN OLAM FUND 
Ronna Horwitz-Bard & Mitchell Bard in
loving memory of Harold Ettinger

Don't Forget To Change Your Clock

Spring ForwardSpring Forward

+1 hour

March 9March 9
Daylight Savings Time BeginsDaylight Savings Time Begins

http://www.rosenthalmemorial.com/
http://www.rosenthalmemorial.com/


LEAVES FOR LIFE CYCLE EVENTS ON OUR TREE OF LIFE
Our synagogue is proud to possess the Etz Chaim, our Tree of Life. This original sculpture by the noted synagogue artist, Sanford Werfel, is
permanently displayed Inthe Temple Beth Abraham lobby. The branches of the tree contaInleaves that may be inscribed to highlight or
commemorate such joyous events as births, weddings, anniversaries, b-mitzvot, graduations or simply to honor parents, family, or friends.
Share your happy occasions by inscribing your family simchas on our synagogue’s Tree of Life as a permanent dedication to the meaningful
and happy events that touch the lives of our community. Please note that the creation of a leaf may take up to 8 weeks. 

The price per leaf is $360.00 for members and $450.00 for non-members.  
For more information, please call the Temple office at (914) 631-1770

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE PRINT THE INSCRIPTION EXACTLY AS YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR 
Maximum of 5 lines of text (24 characters per line, including spaces)

Contributed by: ___________________________________________                   Phone Number ________________________

 Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Temple Beth Abraham
25 Leroy Avenue, Tarrytown, NY 10591

Amount Enclosed:  $____________________

Deadlines for upcoming issues:
March 7, 2025 for April 2025         
April 4, 2025 for May 2025

https://images.shulcloud.com/1415/uploads/PDFs/TreeofLifeOrderForm.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/1415/uploads/PDFs/TreeofLifeOrderForm.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/1415/uploads/PDFs/TreeofLifeOrderForm.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/1415/uploads/PDFs/TreeofLifeOrderForm.pdf

