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Friday, December 5
5:00pm Tot Shabbat Service
5:30pm Oneg/Pre-neg
6:00pm Reform Family Shabbat
Service/4  Grade Shabbat rd

Saturday, December 6
9:00am Conservative Shabbat
Service
11:00am Even Rhodes, son of Heidi
& Greg Rhodes, will be called to
the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Friday, December 12
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service
with Torah Reading

Saturday, December 13
9:00am Conservative Shabbat
Service

Friday, December 19
6:00pm Family Chanukah Sing
Along with Rabbi Joe Black
6:30pm Latkes and Schmooze
7:00pm Community Candle
Lighting
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service
featuring Rabbi Joe Black

Saturday, December 20
9:00am Conservative Shabbat
Service

Friday, December 26
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service 

Saturday, December 27
9:00am Conservative Shabbat
Service

From Rabbi Holtz's Study
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

This year the Winter solstice, which falls on the day of
the year with the least sunlight, will occur at 10:03am
on December 21. This year that date is also the 7  day
of Chanukah. That evening we will light all eight
candles! The coincidence of the shortest day of the
solar year also being the evening of the most light from

th

Continued on page 7

from our Chanukah menorahs (chanukiot) happens infrequently, but the
connection of Chanukah with the Winter solstice may not have been a
coincidence at all!

There are some who argue that the Maccabees’ decision to celebrate
Chanukah beginning on the 25  of Kislev is directly related to the fact
that the Winter solstice was an important pagan holiday in the Middle
East. As Arthur Waskow writes:

th

“It is a short leap to surmising that the Syrian Greeks may have chosen
the 25  of Kislev as a time to desecrate the Temple by making their own
sacrifices there precisely because it was a time of solar and lunar
darkness, the time of the winter solstice and the waning of the moon.
And it is a short leap to surmise that the Maccabees, when they took the
anniversary of that day as the day of rededication, were rededicating
not only the Temple but the day itself to Jewish holiness; were capturing
a pagan solstice festival that had won wide support among partially
Hellenized Jews, in order to make it a day of God’s victory over
paganism.”

th

 
Whether this is true or not, the fact that this year the solstice and the
end of Chanukah overlap strikes me as an apt metaphor for the
meaning of the holiday. Just as the days reach their longest, and we
begin to long for a return to the light, along comes the Festival of Lights
to reassure us that the darkness can be turned back.

There is plenty of symbolism to be read into the story of the tiny band of
Maccabees defeating the superior forces of a pagan enemy. However,
for me the most basic message of Chanukah comes not from the story
and its several miracles, but from the way that we celebrate it - we light
candles.

The TBA Office will be closed on Thurs. Dec. 25 
for the Christmas holiday.

There is no Religious School from 
Sun., Dec. 21 through  Wed., Dec. 31. 

School will resume on Sun., Jan. 4
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Cantor's Notes

Continued on Page 7

A Very Jewish Christmas: Three Beloved Christmas
Carols and their Jewish Origins
 
One of my fondest high school memories was right before

winter break each year when our choir would traverse the school hallways
with our director carting an electric keyboard on wheels. Our goal was to
spread holiday cheer to each and every classroom by singing Christmas
carols. You could even call it the original version of a flashmob. And you
might wonder how a bunch of suburban Jewish kids from Great Neck felt
about singing Christmas carols, but truth be told this experience had little to
do with the music itself. It was about the camaraderie, the silliness, and the
joy. Besides, our Methodist-raised choir director, of blessed memory,
introduced us to the Chanukah song “Ocho Kandelikas” to even out the
playing field. He also created a clever arrangement of a medley of beloved
holiday songs that ended with the basses leading a rousing rendition of “I
Had A Little Dreidel.”

In addition to making this caroling tradition as ecumenical as possible, my
teacher reminded us that almost all of the Christmas carols we performed had
their own special Jewish connection – they were written by Jewish composers. 
 
Many of the composers of what we lovingly call the American songbook were
either immigrants themselves or the children of immigrants. In order to make a
living, one needed to write material that was appealing to the commercial music
scene. In many cases, this meant writing Christmas songs.
 
Larry Weinstein, the creator of the documentary film, “Dreaming of a Jewish
Christmas,” notes the following in an interview with the Times of Israel:
 “To this day, these now classic Christmas songs capture the yearning to connect
and find the comfort within the community… Jews also wrote Christmas songs
out of necessity. Just as the banking or film industry had a heavy Jewish
presence in the early 20th century due to exclusion from other fields, so too was
songwriting seen as a profession that Jews could access.”

Here is a brief exploration of the lives and works of three of these composers:
Johnny Marks, Mel Torme, and Irving Berlin.

Johnny Marks, “Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZc0YY8uDTo 
Local boy Johnny Marks grew up in nearby Mount Vernon, NY. He is credited with
several contributions to the Christmas canon, including “Rockin’ Around the
Christmas Tree,” “Holly, Jolly Christmas,” “Silver and Gold,” and, most beloved of
all, “Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer.”

The original story of Rudolph was written by Robert May in 1939. May created the
character Rudolph to be included in a holiday coloring book while he was
working as an advertising executive for the Montgomery Ward department store.
 May describes three key elements that shaped Rudolph’s existence: “I wondered
about what kind of animal it should be. Christmas. Santa. Reindeer? Of course!
It must be a reindeer – Barbara, my four-year old daughter, loved the deer down
at the zoo. But what could a little reindeer teach children? Suppose he were an
underdog – a loser, yet triumphant in the end. But what kind of underdog?
Certainly,  a reindeer’s  dream would be to pull Santa’s sleigh.  Outside, the fog
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If you love movies and Israeli food, please join me for a fun TBA Membership Meet-up to view a screening of
Hester Street on Thursday, December 18 at 1:00pm at the Jacob Burns Film Center and then for a bite to eat at
Falafel Taco in Pleasantville to discuss the film. I can't wait to see you soon! Please stop by my office when you
are in. My door is always open, and I would love to chat with you. 

Chanukah Sameach.

L'Shalom,
Sherry

Shabbat Torah Readings 

December 6                                                                               Vayishlach, Genesis 32:4-36:43

December 13                                                                               Vayeishevh Genesis 37:1-40:23

December 20                                                                                      Mikeitz Genesis 41:1-44:17

December 27                                                                                 Vaigash Genesis 44:18-47:27

Sherry Saturno
Director of Administration 

and Membership
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December unites us with delightful opportunities for connection and community as we
look forward to Chanukah, our Community Candle Lighting, a Concert with Rabbi Joe
Black, and enjoying the Latkes and Schmooze afterwards. I am so excited to celebrate
a time of light, hope, and faith with you. I look forward to welcoming you as we savor
this  season  together  and  focus on  engagement  as well  as making  joyful memories.

Shabbat Candle Lighting 
December, 2025

Friday, December 5, Kislev 15                                                                                                              4:09pm
Friday, December 12, Kislev 22                                                                                                            4:09pm
Friday, December 19 Kislev  29                                                                                                             4:11pm
Friday, December 26, Tevet 6                                                                                                              4:15pm
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Not because I didn’t care, and not because I didn’t want to support our URJ camps, but because I wasn’t
sure if I’d really fit in. I wasn’t sure if it was “my crowd,” or if heading into the city on a weeknight would end
up feeling like too much.

But something in me said, just go.  So I did.

The very first song of the night was Dan Nichols’ “Kehillah Kedosha.” And the moment he started singing, the
whole room shifted. It felt like everyone took the same deep breath. Before anything else happened, that
opening reminded me why we gather, why we sing, and why Jewish community really matters. 

Honestly, it was fun — and a little freeing — to be the one learning for a change. To sit in a room full of
people I admire — these giants in our field, these musicians and teachers whose work has shaped Jewish
music for decades and will continue to shape it — and just take it in. No facilitating, no planning, no
multitasking. Just being a student; I needed that more than I realized.

When I first walked in, I only recognized two faces: Cantor Lauren and our very own TBA-er, Pam Barkley. But
by the end of the night, I had reconnected with people I love, respect, and rarely get to see, and I’d met new
people who immediately felt familiar. That’s the magic of Jewish community — you walk in not knowing who
you’ll sit with and somehow leave feeling like you’ve known everyone for years.

Then Noah Aronson sang his Bar’chu, “Am I Awake,” asking “Am I awake? Am I prepared?” — and something
in me cracked open. Hearing that song — one we’ve sung so often and with so much heart at TBA — sung by
the person who wrote it, grounded me and brought me home, spiritually. 

And at the very end of the night, when Elana Arian sang “I Have a Voice” — the same way we sing it with our
children and teens — I felt the ruach (spirit), move through me. It was like every ounce of energy rushed in,
lifted out, and echoed around the room through hundreds of voices. It was a powerful, emotional, rare
moment where I felt completely connected to everyone around me and to something much bigger than
myself.

On the drive home, in that quiet space you only get after a night like that, I realized something important:
What I felt at the Hootenanny is exactly what so many people tell me they feel when they leave our programs
at TBA.

Our school, our youth groups, our holiday celebrations — these moments may seem small on the calendar,
but they stay with people. They shape something inside us. They matter.

And that brings us to Chanukah. Chanukah isn’t only about light — it’s about rekindling. It’s about
remembering that even the smallest spark can change a whole room. It’s about rediscovering pieces of
ourselves we didn’t realize had dimmed. It’s about finding illumination in community, in music, in connection,
and in belonging.

The Hootenanny lit something in me that I didn’t realize needed rekindling.

As I pulled into my driveway, I texted someone, still riding the ruach of the night, still wishing we could bottle
that feeling and pass it around a world that needs it.  We said what so many of us have been feeling: that
spaces filled with Jewish song and joy and safety are too rare, that the divide in our world feels wide, that
healing is slow.

P A G E  4

Stessa Peers
Director of Education
and Youth Engagement

Dear TBA Families,

I want to start with a small confession, a vidui if you will: when Cantor Lauren asked
me to go to the URJ’s Hootenanny, I hesitated.

Continued on Page 8

https://urj.org/what-we-do/engaging-youth-families-young-children/camp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAfm59sm71E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAfm59sm71E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4evjPk_LoT0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4evjPk_LoT0
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/confession-vidui/
https://hootenannylive.org/
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Over the past month, our classrooms have been focused on the word “Gratitude.” From our glittery Letter G
for Gratitude to our Gratitude Walk — where we expressed thanks to our temple family — to creating
Gratitude T-shirts, learning the song and dance “I Have a Gratitude Attitude,” and concluding with a
Gratitude Feast, our children have truly embodied this special value.

In simple yet powerful ways, we teach our children that gratitude arises from appreciating the good that
persists even during challenges. As we embrace the light and joy of Chanukah, may this beautiful reminder of
gratitude continue to inspire us all.

Spread the Word!
Registration for the 2026–2027 school year at The Children’s Garden Center is now open!

Priority Registration: Opens December 1 for current CGC families and interested TBA families.
Community Open House: Sunday, January 2, 1:00–2:30pm.
Join us for classroom tours, meet our teachers, ask questions, and register! Your child can enjoy some fun
Winter-themed Yoga! Please encourage any prospective families to come visit—all are welcome!
Tours are already underway!

Call me at (914) 631-1770 ext. 107 or email cgcdirector@tba-ny.org.

Wishing everyone a beautiful festival of lights and a peaceful and happy start to 2026!

Melissa McHugh

 Melissa McHugh
Director of Early Childhood Education
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HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE CGC 
It’s hard to believe that December is already upon us at The Children’s Garden Center!
Time has gone by so quickly, and we have been so blessed to spend these past months
with such wonderful children. Children bring peace and hope to the often-chaotic
world around us. As educators, parents, and caregivers, we are reminded daily of the
gifts before us — the  joy of witnessing the  world  through the eyes  of young  learners.

mailto:cgcdirector@tba-ny.org
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we build here lasts long after any one of us.

Which brings me to where we are today. Back at the High Holy Days, I talked about our goal to raise three million
dollars by the time Rabbi David retires in June. This “Strengthen and Sustain” initiative is how we strengthen TBA
now and sustain it for the next generation. Every gift makes a real difference. It keeps our community strong today
by supporting clergy, programs, and the daily life of our congregation, and it strengthens our tomorrow by building
our endowment and completing the Chapel renovation so that we have the stability and space that sustain Jewish
life for decades ahead.

Giving to a synagogue is different. It's not transactional. It's transformational. It's how we say this place matters,
these people matter, this Jewish future matters.

And yes, it's year-end giving season. Gifts to TBA count for 2025 taxes, and if you're interested in QCDs, stock
donations, or other options, our office can help make that easy. If you've already made a gift, thank you for being
part of this. If you've been thinking about it, this is the moment.

As we're in Rabbi David's final year on the bima, it's impossible not to feel both gratitude and anticipation.
Gratitude for all he's built, and anticipation for the future we're shaping together. May this season remind us that
we don't just inherit community. We create it, one act of generosity and kindness at a time.

Wishing you a happy Chanukah filled with light, and a happy and healthy New Year.
 
Brian

A Letter From The President
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As the year winds down, I keep thinking about how full this fall has been at TBA. The High
Holydays, Sukkot, Simchat Torah, Family Shabbats, comedy night, and all the smaller
moments in between. The laughter and the learning, and the warmth of being together —
it's what makes this place so special.

Back in October, I wrote about our Ner Tamid, the Eternal Light that doesn't depend on a
bulb. It depends on us. That feels truer than ever. You can see it in the volunteers who
show up early and stay late, in our teachers and staff who make TBA hum, and in the
members who keep showing up for one another every day.

Last month I shared how our plaques, bricks, and leaves tell our collective story. Each one
is a memory,  a simcha,  a piece of our shared  history. Together  they remind us that what

To gift appreciated stock,
you may send assets directly

to our new Broker, Truist

We’ve partnered with 
Every.org

to accept donations from 
PayPal, Venmo,

and Cryptocurrency 
as well as

stock and mutual funds

Contact the office for instructions! 

W E ’ V E  M A DE  Y E A R-E N D  G I V I NG  E V E N  E A S I E R !
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Cantor's Article Cont'd from Page 2
swirled in from Lake Michigan, dimming the street lights. Light. Something to help Santa find his way on a
night like this…Suddenly, I had it! A nose! A bright red nose that would shine through the fog like a flood
light.” The musical version of Rudolph came nearly a decade later, when Johnny Marks married May’s sister
Margaret. The song was slow to gain steam, and Marks struggled to find an artist who would record the
song. Country singer Gene Autry finally agreed to include it as a secondary track on a Christmas album –
side B, if you will. His beloved setting of “Rudolph” went on to become the second highest grossing
Christmas song of all time.
 
Mel Torme, “The Christmas Song”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RiT1lZ6pkK4
According to Mel Torme’s son, James, “The Christmas Song” was not originally intended to be a Christmas
hit. Instead, its iconic opening phrase, “Chestnuts roasting on an open fire/Jack Frost nipping at your nose”
were penned by Torme’s writing partner, Bob Wells, to help him cool down on a hot day. Wells said, “I
thought that maybe if I could just write down a few lines of wintry verse, I could physiologically get an edge
over this heat.”
 
Forty-five minutes later, Torme took his pen to paper and the phrase begat the song we now all know as
“The Christmas Song.”
 
Although Torme’s compositions as a whole are not centered around Christmas music in the way that Johnny
Marks’ were, he did compose another Christmas song that was discovered by his son James as he was
creating symphonic arrangements of his father’s musical legacy. As James recounted in a 2017 interview
with WBUR, Boston Public Radio:
 
“We had magical Christmases as kids, my sister Daisy and I. ‘Mr. Christmas,’ we used to call Dad - an
accomplishment for a Jew.”
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The candles, we are told, commemorate the miracle of the tiny cruet of oil that lasted for eight days. It's a
wonderful story, "discovered" by the rabbis living under Roman occupation, several hundred years after the
Maccabees, as a way of downplaying the idea of Jews rebelling against their oppressor. But even without
that story, the kindling of Chanukah lights remains a powerful symbol, whose meaning transcends the event
it is meant to recreate. The candle lighting reminds us that it is precisely at the moment of greatest darkness
that a tiny beacon of light does the most good. This is a crucial idea to keep in mind when we look around
at the darkness, the evil in the world around us. We could so easily feel overwhelmed. What can I do? What
can one person's contribution matter? Remember: it is at the moment of greatest darkness that a tiny
beacon of light does the most good. When things all around are bright and cheery, one more candle has
little impact. But when life seems unbearably gloomy, one flame of hope can appear as a roaring bonfire.
Chanukah's tiny candles come to remind us, at the year's greatest darkness, what a difference we can each
make.

L'shalom,
Rabbi David K. Holtz

Rabbi’s Article Cont'd from Page 1

Continued on page 23

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RiT1lZ6pkK4


D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5                                                        V O L U M E  1 0 2 ,  I S S U E  4

2026-2027
Registration opens

January 2nd !
18 months-5 years 

Half Day: 9:00am-Noon
Full Day: 9:00am-3:00pm

Extended Day options available
Email cgcdirector@tba-ny.org 

to schedule a tour! 
www.tba-ny.org

The Children’s Garden Center Preschool
at Temple Beth Abraham
25 Leroy Ave, Tarrytown
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But even in that, I found something else… hope.

I said that, “… (I am) always hopeful. A different tikvah but hatikvah none the less.”

My tikvah (hope), for this season is that we keep creating moments — big and small — that help all of us feel
that same sense of joy, warmth, and Jewish connection.

I hope you feel it at Latkapalooza (Sunday, December 7 after Religious School).
I hope our youth feel it in their Chanukah celebrations.
I hope our students feel it in their classrooms.
I hope we all feel it when we light the Chanukiyot (plural for Chanukiah, which is a menorah specifically for
Chanukah), sing together, or share a moment with people who feel like home.

And I hope we feel it even more deeply when Rabbi Joe Black (another giant in Jewish music) joins us for our
Chanukah celebration on December 19, filling our spaces with song, helping us to create a Shabbat that I
hope will wrap around us like light.

I hope we feel it in our 4th grade Chanukah mitzvah project on Sunday, December 14 at 9:30am, as our
students welcome older folks from our TBA community (older than their parents!) for breakfast, games, a
craft, and intergenerational connection. **If you’d like to join, email me at SPeers@tba-ny.org**

I truly, from the deepest part of me, hope that this Chanukah brings light — and with it, the feeling of being
lit up inside: connected, held, and part of something beautiful together at TBA.

L’Shalom,
Morah Stessa

Stessa Peers’ Article Cont'd from Page 4

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-hanukkiyah-menorah/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-menorah
https://rabbijoeblack.com/
mailto:sppers@tba-ny.org?subject=4th%20Grade%20Mitzvah%20Project
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“Light One Candle” on your menorah to help
bring joy to local families this holiday season! 

The “Light One Candle” program gives the power to purchase 
gifts to parents of La Asociación de Familias Hispanas 

de los Tarrytowns (AFHT). 

Each $30.00 donation becomes a coupon that they purchase for 
$10.00. With that combined $40.00, AFHT parents shop for a gift
for their child at “All Together Now,” the small local business/toy
store on Main Street in Tarrytown. Support a local business and

this amazing program! 

“Light One Candle” is a great way to make an important 
impact on the lives of local families and share the spirit of 

the holidays! 

We’ve partnered with Every.org to accept donations 
via credit card, PayPal, Venmo and more!

Scan the QR Code or go to bit.ly/2025-LOC
to make a donation online 

AFHT is a Kids’ Club and Tarrytown school district-sponsored Family Literacy Program to
help develop vital literacy skills in underserved youth and their parents in our community. 

The program runs three times a week at John Paulding school, and provides opportunities
for parents and children, working together, to become exposed to developmentally

appropriate educational activities, as well as enriching social and cultural experiences. 
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https://www.alltogethernowkids.com/
https://bit.ly/2025-LOC


D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5                                                        V O L U M E  1 0 2 ,  I S S U E  4

P A G E  1 0

1 Dozen Original Glazed    Donuts
1 Dozen Chocolate Iced Donuts
1 Dozen Glazed, Kreme    filled 
1 Dozen Glazed, Raspberry filled 
1 Dozen Glazed, Lemon filled 
1 12-oz bag of Krispy Kreme coffee available in the
following flavors: Classic Coffee, Classic Decaf Coffee,
Bold 1937 Coffee and Original Glazed    Coffee

$18
$20
$20
$20
$20
$10

Price List

Donut Fundraiser

Purchase your Sufganiyot in advance 
and pick them up at Latkepalooza on December 7

 OR at Reform Services on December 19*

Purchase Krispy Kreme donuts and/or coffee for
your Chanukah celebrations and raise funds for TBA!

order by December 3 at bit.ly/TBA-Doughnuts
or scan the QR Code

*each pickup will feature a fresh batch, so be sure to place
your order for your preferred date!

Do Nut miss your chance to share a 
DONUT with Rabbi David before he retires! 

https://bit.ly/TBA-Doughnuts
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FEATURING:

Baked by Jane
baked goods for sale

benefitting
Tikkun Olam

December 7,  11:00am-1:30pm 

Latkes!

Featured Vendor Spotlight:
Tallit by Ina Bearak Helfand

Tallit by Ina Bearak Helfand has a beautiful
selection of handmade tallit available for
purchase, many featuring unique designs

and heirloom-quality fabrics.

Ina is a congregant and generously donates
a portion of every sale to 

Temple Beth Abraham!

Email her at sewcool39@aol.com 

Featured Vendor Spotlight:
Ariane’s Jewel Box

Ariane’s Jewel Box, is your jewelry and
accessories obsession!

Trendsetters, fashionistas and lovers of all
things accessories will find plenty to adorn

themselves with at AJB! 
Shop from a curated assortment of the

best jewelry & accessories from emerging
designers around the globe!

www.arianesjewelbox.com

Temple Beth Abraham  I 25 Leroy Ave  I Tarrytown, NY 10591  I (914) 631-1770  I  TBA-NY.ORG 
 tbatarrytown/            templebethabrahamny  

Children’s 
Activities

Book Fair
benefitting the

Religious School

Gifts for sale
Clothing
Jewelry
Tallit
Teacher gifts
Home goods
Accessories

mailto:sewcool39@aol.com
mailto:sewcool39@aol.com
mailto:sewcool39@aol.com
mailto:sewcool39@aol.com
https://www.arianesjewelbox.com/
http://www.arianesjewelbox.com/
https://www.arianesjewelbox.com/
http://tba-ny.org/
https://www.facebook.com/tbatarrytown
https://www.instagram.com/templebethabrahamny/
https://www.instagram.com/templebethabrahamny/


Light the first candle on Sunday evening, December 14, 2025
The lights of Chanukah are a symbol of our joy. In time of darkness, our ancestors had the
courage to struggle for freedom: freedom to be themselves, freedom to worship in their own
way. Theirs was a victory of the weak over the strong, the few over the many, and the
righteous over the arrogant. It was a victory for all ages and all peoples. 

The candles are placed in the Chanukiah from right to left, and kindled from left to right. Always
light the newest candle first.

נֻכָּה ל חֲ שֶׁ יק נֵר  לִ דְ הַ וָּנוּ לְ  יו וְצִ וֹתָ צְ מִ נוּ בְּ שָׁ  דְּ ר קִ שֶׁ  ם, אֲ עוֹלָ ךְ הָ לֶ ינוּ, מֶ לֹהֵ  יָ אֱ ה, יְ תָּ  רוּךְ אַ בָּ
Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech haolam asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu l'hadlik ner

shel Chanukah.
Praised are You, Eternal our God, Ruler of the universe, who makes us holy through Your mitzvot,

and who commands us to kindle the Chanukah lights.

זֶּה  ן הַ זְּמַ  ם בַּ הֵ ים הָ יָּמִ  ינוּ בַּ בוֹתֵ אֲ ים לַ סִּ ה נִ שָׂ עָ שֶׁ ם,  עוֹלָ ךְ הָ לֶ ינוּ, מֶ לֹהֵ  יָ אֱ ה, יְ תָּ  רוּךְ אַ בָּ
Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech haolam she-asah nissim la'avoteinu bayamim hahem 

bazman hazeh.
Praised are You, Eternal our God, Ruler of the universe, who performed wondrous deeds for our

ancestors in days of old, at this season. 

This prayer is said on the first night only.
זֶּה  ן הַ זְּמַ  נוּ לַ יעָ גִּ נוּ וְהִ יְּמָ  יָנוּ וְקִ חֱ הֶ שֶׁ ם,  עוֹלָ ךְ הָ לֶ ינוּ, מֶ לֹהֵ  יָ אֱ ה, יְ תָּ  רוּךְ אַ בָּ

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech haolam shehecheyanu v'kiy'manu v'higiyanu lazman hazeh.
Praised are You, Eternal our God, Ruler of the universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for

enabling us to reach this joyous season. 

Ner Shel Tzedakah (Candle of Righteousness) Blessing
A Blessing to recite on the 6th night of Chanukah, December 19, 2025

As we light this "Ner Shel Tzedakah" tonight, we pray that its light will shine into the dark corners of
our world, bringing relief to those suffering from the indignity and pain that accompany poverty. May
our act of giving inspire others to join with us in the fight against the scourge of hunger, homelessness,

need and want. Together, let us raise our voices to cry out for justice, and may that clarion call burst
through the night's silence and declare that change must come.

ה קָ דָ ל צְ שֶׁ יק נֵר  לִ דְ הַ וָּנוּ לְ  יו וְצִ וֹתָ צְ מִ נוּ בְּ שָׁ  דְּ ר קִ שֶׁ  ם, אֲ עוֹלָ ךְ הָ לֶ ינוּ, מֶ לֹהֵ  יָ אֱ ה, יְ תָּ  רוּךְ אַ בָּ
Baruch Ata Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Haolam, Asher Kidshanu B’mitzvotav, V’lamdeinu L’Hadlik 

Ner Shel Tzedakah.
Blessed are You, Eternal, our God, who makes us holy through the performance of Mitzvot, and

inspires us to light the Candle of Righteousness.

Chanukah Candle Lighting

P A G E  1 2
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"Hanerot Halalu" (These Candles)
אוֹת לָ פְ נִּ ל הַ ים וְעַ סִּ נִּ ל הַ ין עַ יקִ לִ דְ וּ מַ נ נַחְ וּ אֲ ל לָּ נֵּרוֹת הַ  הַ

Hanerot halalu, anu madlikin Al hanisim ve'al hanifla'ot
We kindle these lights because of the wondrous deliverance You performed for our ancestors.

During these eight days of Hanukkah, these lights are sacred; we are not to use them but only to
behold them, so that their glow may rouse us to give thanks for Your wondrous acts of deliverance.

Maoz Tzur (Rock of Ages)
Ma-oz tzur y’shu-a-ti,                                                                                       י תִ עוֹז צוּר יְשׁוּעָ מָ
l'cha na-eh l’sha-bey-ach.                                                                                     ַח בֵּ שַׁ  ה לְ ךָ נָאֶ לְ
Ti-kon beyt t’fi-la-ti,                                                                                          י תִ לָּ פִ ית תְּ כּוֹן בֵּ תִּ
v’-sham to-dah n’za-bey-ach.                                                                            ַח זָבֵּ ה נְ ם תּוֹדָ שַׁ וְ
L’eyt ta-chin mat-bey-ach,                                                                                ַח בֵּ טְ ין מַ כִ תָּ ת  עֵ לְ
mi-tzar ha-m’na-bey-ach.                                                                                          ַח נַבֵּ מְ ר הַ צָ מִ

Az eg-mor b’shir miz-mor,                                                                    זְמוֹר יר מִ שִׁ  מוֹר בְּ גְ ז אֶ אָ
cha-nu-kat ha-miz-bey-ach.                                                                                    ַח בֵּ זְ מִּ נֻכּת הַ חַ

Rock of ages, let our song                                                           Children of the Maccabees,
Praise thy saving power;                                                              Whether free or fettered,

You, amid the raging foes,                                                          Wake the echoes of the songs,
Were our sheltering tower.                                                          Where you may be scattered.
Furious, they assailed us,                                                             Yours the message cheering,

But your arm availed us,                                                              That the time is nearing,
And your word broke their sword,                                              Which will see all men free,
When our own strength failed us.                                                       Tyrants disappearing.

Chanukah Candle Lighting
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Torah Study
Wednesdays, 10:00-11:00am, in Person and via Zoom
Rabbi Holtz leads a class every Wednesday morning, which goes at its own pace through
the Tanakh in English. No previous knowledge is required, and you can join in at any point
in the cycle. 
On Saturdays, join us at 9:00am for a lively discussion of this week’s Torah reading during
Conservative Services.

Mah Jongg
Mondays, 1:00pm-4:00pm, in Person 
Wednesdays, 7:00pm-9:00pm, in Person 
Mah Jongg will NOT meet on Wednesday, December 24 or 31
Play Mah Jongg in a friendly, non-competitive (no betting) gathering at Temple Beth
Abraham on Monday afternoons and Wednesday evenings.  
Nominal charge for guests.

Canasta
Wednesdays, 1:00pm-3:00pm, in Person
Canasta will NOT meet on Wednesday, December 24 or 31
Learn the rules. Play the Game.
Meet new friends, spend fun time with old friends, or take a coffee break.
Learn how to play from a knowledgeable instructor or brush up on your playing skills. 
Free for temple members, $5.00 per session for guests.

Women’s Circle
Friday, December 12, 5:45pm, in Person and on Zoom
Chanukah Dance Party with free dance performance and lessons by Leng
(beginners welcome!) and Raffles!
Bring a bag supper to enjoy after Women’s Circle and before Shabbat Services.
No charge.  To register: bit.ly/TBAWomenDec12

Books & More
Friday, January 9 at 10:00am
The History of Love by Nicole Kraus
Join us for a moderated discussion about books with Jewish themes. 
Free for temple members, $5.00 suggested donation per guest. 

Books@Night
Tuesday, February 10, 2026 at 7:00pm
One Hundred Saturdays: Stella Levi and the Search for a Lost World 
by Michael Frank
Join us for a moderated discussion about books with Jewish themes. 
Free for temple members, $5.00 suggested donation per guest. 

Adult Education

P A G E  1 4
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Friday, December 5, 2025

5:00pm Tot Shabbat
5:30pm Oneg: Snack and Schmooze 

6:00pm Family Services - 4th Grade Family Shabbat Service

Family
Shabbat

Temple Beth Abraham‘s December

Family Shabbat is a service geared towards children and families. 
4th Graders will participate in the service by leading us in song, and

will be receiving their siddurim.

Join us for 
4  Grade Family Shabbat!th

What is Family Shabbat?

For more information,
email SPeers@tba-ny.org 

What is a Shul In?

Shul ins are a sleepover at TBA!
After services, 7th graders will meet for a sleep over 

that will end at 8:00am the following morning.
To register: https://bit.ly/47UeZUl

Friday, December 19, 2025

7  Grade Shul In!th

mailto:speers@tba-ny.org
mailto:speers@tba-ny.org
https://bit.ly/47UeZUl
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IT 'S  A SHUL IN ! !
GET EXCITED FOR 

A SLEEPOVER AT TBA 

7TH GRADE
SHUL IN

D E C E M B E R  1 9 ,  2 0 2 5
A F T E R  S E R V I C E S

( 7 : 3 0 P M  S E R V I C E  S T A R T  T I M E )  
T O  D E C E M B E R  2 0 ,  2 0 2 5  

A T  8 : 0 0 A M  

To register :  https : / /b it . ly /47UeZUl

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  EMAIL :
SPEERS@TBA-NY.ORG
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4TH GRADE MITZVAH PROJECT

Welcoming Guests - Hachnasat Orchim
Welcoming TBA members as guests of the 4th Grade

Please join the 4th Graders, their families, and
TBA community members for a great day of
getting to know each other, a craft activity, 

and fun!
We  invite TBA seniors to  participate as our

guests for the 4  Grade Mitzvah Project.th

Sunday, December 14

9:30AM for Guests
 at

Temple Beth Abraham

Questions? Email:
SPeers@tba-ny.org

SENIOR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

To Register, go to: https://bit.ly/4thGrMitzvahGuest

https://bit.ly/47UeZUl
https://bit.ly/4thGrMitzvahGuest
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TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM’S
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL’S
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM’S
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL’S
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 

BOOK
FAIR

BOOK
FAIR

https://www.mainstreetbookfairs.com/tba https://www.mainstreetbookfairs.com/tba 

Sunday, December 7, 2025Sunday, December 7, 2025
LEARNERS WILL GET TO BROWSE WITH THEIR CLASS FOR 20 MINUTES,

BUT THE BOOK FAIR WILL REMAIN OPEN WITH LATKEPALOOZA 
LEARNERS WILL GET TO BROWSE WITH THEIR CLASS FOR 20 MINUTES,

BUT THE BOOK FAIR WILL REMAIN OPEN WITH LATKEPALOOZA 

TO BROWSE OR PURCHSE ONLINE:TO BROWSE OR PURCHSE ONLINE:

ACCEPTED PAYMENTS:
CASH, CHECK,  OR CREDIT CARD (WITH FEE)

ACCEPTED PAYMENTS:
CASH, CHECK,  OR CREDIT CARD (WITH FEE)

For More Information, 
Email: SPeers@tba-ny.org 

For More Information, 
Email: SPeers@tba-ny.org 
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JOIN US FOR THE SIXTH NIGHT
OF CHANUKAH CELEBRATION 
WITH RABBI JOE BLACK 
MUSIC, CANDLES, AND
COMMUNITY

6:00PM FAMILY SING-ALONG & EXPERIENCE
FEATURING RABBI JOE BLACK

6:30PM LIGHT SNACK WITH LATKES &
SUFGANIYOT (JELLY DONUTS)

7:00PM COMMUNAL CHANUKAH CANDLE
LIGHTING

7:30PM REFORM SHABBAT SERVICE FEATURING
RABBI JOE BLACK

8:30PM FESTIVE ONEG WITH SUFGANIYOT
(JELLY DONUTS), DREIDELS & GELT!

6:00PM FAMILY SING-ALONG & EXPERIENCE
FEATURING RABBI JOE BLACK

6:30PM LIGHT SNACK WITH LATKES &
SUFGANIYOT (JELLY DONUTS)

7:00PM COMMUNAL CHANUKAH CANDLE
LIGHTING

7:30PM REFORM SHABBAT SERVICE FEATURING
RABBI JOE BLACK

8:30PM FESTIVE ONEG WITH SUFGANIYOT
(JELLY DONUTS), DREIDELS & GELT!
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Donate funds - Food pantries use your monetary donations to purchase exactly what’s

needed at bulk or wholesale rates as well as to keep refrigerators and trucks running

Feeding Westchester 

Community Food Pantry 

Horseman’s Harvest Food Pantry 

Sleepy Hollow High School Food Pantry 

Tarrytown Sleepy Hollow Farmer’s Market (TaSH) Food Assistance Fund

HELP FEED OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEEDHELP FEED OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED
The incresed cost of living and rising food costs have resulted in a dramatic increase for the 

need for food assistance.

 Here are some ways you can help:

Donate food - Fill shelves so people can get the essentials they need

directly on their table.  A concrete, hands-on way to participate in giving

back:

Rotary Club of the Tarrytowns Little Free Pantry 

Community Food Pantry 

Sleepy Hollow High School Food Pantry 

Feeding Westchester

Scan here for links
and more info!

P A G E  1 9  

Exciting New Opportunity for Seniors!Exciting New Opportunity for Seniors!

We are thrilled to announce the launch of our
Transportation Support Program in partnership with
the Shames JCC on the Hudson. Through generous
funding by UJA-Federation of New York, this new
program is designed to improve your access to  Jewish
communal      life     by   providing    reliable,    subsidized,

individualized rides for eligible riders. 

TBA members aged 70 and above can take rides with our trusted partner, Benedict Taxi, for a
subsidized rate of just $5 each way between their home and Shames JCC programs (on or off-site).
Members who belong to both TBA and the JCC can also use the program for rides to TBA events and
services.

To find out more about this program, including how to register, go to: bit.ly/JCC-Transport-Support

We hope this service makes Jewish communal engagement ever-more inclusive, accessible, and
attainable for you. Feel free to reach out to the JCC’s community connector Rena Delevie at
rdelevie@shamesjcc.org with any questions!  

https://bit.ly/JCC-Transport-Support
mailto:rdelevie@shamesjcc.org
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Reliable,
Responsive,
Respectful
Rosenthal Memorial Chapel 
is independently-owned and
operated. 
With care and compassion, 
we offer a full range of Jewish
funeral services. 

Michael L. Rosenthal
914.773.0030 
491 Mamaroneck Avenue
White Plains, NY 10605
www.rosenthalmemorial.com

Visit Gail’s website at
 www.gailschlengerauthor.com

 to learn more.

Thursday, December 4 • 9:15am
Children’s Author Gail Schlenger

Join local author Gail Schlenger for coffee and inspiring conversation about her journey from
special-education teacher to published children’s book author. Gail will talk about where her
story ideas come from, how she turned them into beautifully illustrated picture books, and
what she’s learned along the way. Learn how she transformed simple ideas into stories that
help children navigate emotions, friendships, and problem-solving—and sometimes laugh
out loud along the way!

CGC’s First Thursday 

Coffee Talks 
for Parents/Caregivers 

from 9:15-10:15am
 in the coffee bar lobby at TBA

RSVP: Melissa McHugh at CGCDirector@tba-ny.org

http://www.rosenthalmemorial.com/
http://www.rosenthalmemorial.com/
http://www.gailschlengerauthor.com/
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THE FOLLOWING EVENTS REFLECT THE KNOWN
SORROWS AND SIMCHAS OF OUR TBA FAMILY
SINCE OUR LAST PUBLICATION:

CONDOLENCES TO:
Ann Fox and to Jenna, Ella and Jack Fox on the
passing of their husband and father, Seth Fox.
Lisa Hunter on the passing of her mother, Shirley
Lipner.

MAZEL TOV  TO:
Andrew and Lisa Bernstein on the marriage of
their daughter, Carly to Evan Lazarus
Lee Lefkowitz on receiving the Jewish Business
Network's Friedland Young Leadership Award

P A G E  2 1

TBA FAMILY DONATIONS

DONATIONS
BIMA FLOWERS 

Audrey & Ben Gelfand In loving memory of
Phyllis Gelfand
Marilyn and Bob Harris in honor of Rabbi
David Holtz
Harryette Helsel in loving memory of
Stanley Helsel

BUILDING FUND 
Harryette Helsel in honor of Saara Gallin

CONSERVATIVE KIDDUSH FUND 
Wendy and Neil Bruckner in loving memory of
Sanford Bruckner
Cantor Margot, Barry & Tamir Goldberg in
loving memory of Seymour Goldberg and Peter
Bermas
Jane Rubin in loving memory of Michael Karnes

ENDOWMENT FUND 
Bernice Rogowitz & David Frank in loving
memory of Lorraine and Herbert Rogowitz
Cantor Margot, Barry and Tamir Goldberg
in loving memory of Evelyn Mahoney
Cantor Margot, Barry and Tamir Goldberg
in loving memory of Seymour Goldberg and
Peter Bermas
Peter & Amy Herzog in honor of Rabbi David
Holtz 

HIGH HOLYDAY APPEAL 
Barbara Barak 
Ronna Horwitz-Bard & Mitchell Bard 
Eva Fischer 
Donna & Richard Fleming 
Robin Kolodzinski 
Don Kumka & Jane Silverman 
Glen and Judi Markowitz 
Barbara Rabinowitz 
Judith & Craig Rubinstein 
Ivan Schneiderman 
Pearl Ann Schwartz 
Carol and Bradley Wank in honor of Rabbi
David Holtz
Ira & Harriet Weinbaum 

MEMORIAL PLAQUE 
Ilene Bergenfeld in loving memory of Nicole
Bergenfeld

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Joseph and Deborah Ades 
Ilene Bergenfeld in loving memory of Nicole
Bergenfeld
Jacqueline Egelman in loving memory of
Rose Egelman
Ashley Solomon 

TEMPLE FUND 
Barbara Barak, Susan, Beth and Sander in
loving memory of Sylvia Levine
Eva Fischer in loving memory of Robbie
Fischer
Judith and Leonard Hyman in loving
memory of Dr. Milton Hyman
Rochelle Kessler in loving memory of Esther
Kessler
Rochelle Kessler with gratitude for Mi
Shebeirach prayers
Rosalyn Schechter in loving memory of
Sylvia Levine
Marilyn Schwab in loving memory of Murray
Schwab, Abraham Rosen, Sylvia Rosen and
Bessie Nechamkin
Geri Singerman in loving memory of Issac
Yorkowitz
Judy and Howard Zucker in honor of Joyce
Jeshiva on her special birthday



DEC 18

2025

Israel & Lebanon: Is a New Connection Possible? 
Guest: Lebanese & Israeli speakers

FEB 12

2026

The New Jordan: An Alternative to a Palestinian State? 
Guest: Mudar Adnan Zahran, head of Jordanian Opposition Coalition

JAN 15

2026

Israel-Syria: Interfaith Relations, Past, Present & Future
Guest: Imam Abdullah Al-Tamimi

 

Schedule subject to change. Register to receive updates and stay informed about any changes:

 https://www.israelinwestchester.com/renewingme

Founder of the Middle East Center in Israel and author of "The Abrahamic
Revolution,” for a unique window into the evolving Middle East. Explore the
Abrahamic vision for the region - an approach that emphasizes shared values,
interfaith cooperation, and the potential for peaceful partnership. Hear fresh
voices, discover positive developments, and engage in meaningful dialogue that
builds bridges across communities.

Monthly Zoom Sessions Special guests from across the Middle East in each session.
Time: 12:00 PM EST | Free with RSVP | All sessions available on YouTube

Discover the Renewing Middle East:

An Abrahamic Perspective

Join the free Zoom series with Tom Wegner:
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Join the Conservative Worship Task Force

Temple Beth Abraham is forming a Conservative Worship Task Force to help revitalize
and grow our Conservative minyan. This small, focused group will explore creative ways
to make our services more family-friendly, engaging, and spiritually meaningful, while

honoring the rich traditions of Conservative Judaism.

Working closely with Rabbi David Holtz, Cantor Lauren Phillips Fogelman, and the Ritual
Committee, the task force will test new ideas, gather feedback, and help shape the

future of Conservative worship at TBA.

If you’re passionate about prayer, community, or Jewish tradition — or simply care about ensuring that the
Conservative worship experience continues to thrive — we’d love to have you involved.

Interested? Contact Renée Holtz, Task Force Chair (rfholtz@hotmail.com), or 
Melissa Stein, Ritual Committee Chair (melissa.stein19@gmail.com), 

to learn more or express your interest.

https://www.israelinwestchester.com/renewingme
https://www.israelinwestchester.com/renewingme
mailto:rfholtz@hotmail.com?subject=Conservative%20Worship%20Task%20Force
mailto:melissa.stein19@gmail.com?subject=Conservative%20Worship%20Task%20Force
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Cantor's Article Cont'd from Page 7

Irving Berlin, “White Christmas”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kM_tlbk3_Aw
If Johnny Marks’ “Rudolph” was the second most popular Christmas song of all time, you can guess which
song holds top billing: Irving Berlin’s “White Christmas.”
 
“White Christmas” continues a trend sparked by both Rudolph and “The Christmas Song”: there are no
references to any religious rituals for Christmas; nothing about Jesus, angels, or the three wise men. One
might argue that Berlin’s “White Christmas” secularizes Christmas by highlighting beautiful snow and sending
greeting cards. He describes a holiday that can joyfully be celebrated and appreciated by anyone,
regardless of race or religion.
 
Born in Russia as Israel Baline to a father who served as their synagogue’s cantor, the composer adopted
the name “Berlin” because that was how his last name was misspelled on the cover of the sheet music of his
first published song.

Berlin married into a Catholic family and celebrated Christmas with his wife and four daughters when the
girls were young. However, Christmas was always a sad day for the family: The tragedy of Berlin’s otherwise
happy marriage was the death of their only boy, Irving Berlin, Jr., on Christmas day, 1928. He was just three
weeks old.

After their kids were grown, the family didn’t really celebrate Christmas. The festivities were more out of a
desire to bring joy to their children rather than out of religious obligation. 

In her memoir, Berlin’s daughter Mary Ellin writes, her father would tell the same story each year on
Christmas day. He would explain that when he was a boy, he would sneak out of his Orthodox Jewish
household on Christmas Eve. He would gawk at his neighbor’s Christmas tree and share in their festivities.
He grew up with positive Christmas memories, despite not celebrating the holiday himself, and wistfully
recounts these memories in his beloved “White Christmas.”

While Irving Berlin penned Christian holiday standards, his wife, Ellin McKay Berlin returned the favor by
acquainting her children with their father’s Jewish heritage. She joined a Manhattan Reform Jewish temple
and took the children to Passover seders and Yom Kippur services at this temple. She also informally
instructed her children in the basics of Christianity and left a choice of religion, if any, up to them.

In this vein, Berlin’s “White Christmas” not only demonstrates American assimilation, but the growing number
of interfaith households who struggle each year with the December dilemma. Perhaps “White Christmas”
offers one plausible solution to this ongoing tension: Embrace the aspects of the holidays that bring joy and
positivity to us all without focusing on their religious messages.

With so much Jewish influence on these beloved Christmas songs, it’s interesting to note that a new
phenomenon has emerged over the past several years: the inclusion of Chanukah music sung by both Jews
and non-Jews alike on mainstream Christmas albums. Leslie Odom Jr. of Hamilton fame recorded a
gorgeous version of “Maoz Tzur” with Nicolette Robinson (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Beb8FsHBh-
g) on his Christmas album. And Idina Menzel included “Ocho Kandelikas” on her holiday recording
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GN9t_EOJBbU), describing it as a “Sexy Hanukkah Song.” Will this
cross-cultural convergence continue during subsequent winter holiday seasons? Perhaps I’ll save that
discussion for next year!

Wishing you all a Happy, Merry Everything!
 
Cantor Lauren Phillips Fogelman 
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LEAVES FOR LIFE CYCLE EVENTS ON OUR TREE OF LIFE
Our synagogue is proud to possess the Etz Chaim, our Tree of Life. This original sculpture by the noted synagogue artist, Sanford Werfel, is
permanently displayed Inthe Temple Beth Abraham lobby. The branches of the tree contaInleaves that may be inscribed to highlight or
commemorate such joyous events as births, weddings, anniversaries, b-mitzvot, graduations or simply to honor parents, family, or friends.
Share your happy occasions by inscribing your family simchas on our synagogue’s Tree of Life as a permanent dedication to the meaningful
and happy events that touch the lives of our community. Please note that the creation of a leaf may take up to 8 weeks. 

The price per leaf is $360.00 for members and $450.00 for non-members.  
For more information, please call the Temple office at (914) 631-1770

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE PRINT THE INSCRIPTION EXACTLY AS YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR 
Maximum of 5 lines of text (24 characters per line, including spaces)

Contributed by: ___________________________________________                   Phone Number ________________________

 Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Temple Beth Abraham
25 Leroy Avenue, Tarrytown, NY 10591

Amount Enclosed:  $____________________

Deadlines for upcoming issues:
December 5, 2025 for January 2026
January 2, 2026 for February 2026

https://images.shulcloud.com/1415/uploads/PDFs/TreeofLifeOrderForm.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/1415/uploads/PDFs/TreeofLifeOrderForm.pdf
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