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Dear Friends,

This was one of the most meaningful holiday seasons I can remember. It was an honor to
pray with a community of such spirit, with such beautiful voices, and to learn and teach
Torah with all of you. 

None of it could have happened without our immensely talented  professional  team  and
our exceptional volunteers, who worked tirelessly, publicly and behind the scenes, for the months leading up
and on the days themselves. Ushering and greeting, taking honors, creating beautiful music, washing apples,
polishing silver, rolling Torahs, assembling programs, cleaning our space over and over, planning security,
handling the many financial and administrative needs, teaching and caring for our children, showing up in
the little moments with kindness and help, and more: the village came through in shining colors. Thank you.

What made these days most special for me, though, was simply being in the room with all of you: your
energy, your voices, your prayerfulness, your smiles. Spiritual energy doesn't come in a vacuum. It grows
when a community gathers and each person's energy builds off everyone else's.

There's a story told of the great Hasidic master, the Baal Shem Tov, who once prayed so long that his
disciples grew tired and slipped out. Afterward, he told them a parable. A man saw a beautiful bird at the
top of a tall tree, and with no ladder, people climbed onto one another's shoulders to lift him up. Just as he
reached for it, those at the bottom got bored and walked away, and the whole tower collapsed. The man
fell, and the bird flew off. When you left, the Baal Shem Tov told them, that's what happened to me. I can
only reach the heights I reach in prayer because you're there, holding me up.

So it is for all of us. The more we show up with our whole selves, the higher we can climb together. This High
Holy Day season, we soared.

There's another moment when that kind of support makes all the difference: B-Mitzvah. I tell my students
that becoming B-Mitzvah is getting their Jewish driver's license. Until now, their parents have been
responsible for their Jewish lives. Once they've shown they have the basics down (reading and interpreting
our sacred texts, leading prayer, taking on mitzvah projects), they get full access to our immense wealth of
wisdom and ritual, and really become part of our global extended Jewish family. They'll also know that
they're needed, in an empowered way, not as a burden but because they're valued: to volunteer, to give
what they can, to help make the minyan. That's why a B-Mitzvah happens at a public service. The community
is there to welcome a new member and to tell this young person how thrilled they are for them.

From Rabbi Vaisberg’s Study

Continued on page 5Missed the High Holy Day sermons and musical
selections or want to revisit them? 

They are available on our website at: 
tba-ny.org/highholydaysermons/ 
tba-ny.org/high-holyday-musical-selections/

https://tba-ny.org/highholydaysermons/
https://tba-ny.org/highholydaysermons/
https://tba-ny.org/high-holyday-musical-selections/
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teaches that one should not take down their sukkah on the last day of the holiday, because the
commandment for dwelling in the sukkah carries through the entire holiday. However, one should begin
removing utensils and other tableware from the sukkah in order to prepare for eating the post-holiday meal
in the house. The sukkah is, of course, meant to be temporary. 

We got a blatant reminder of the fragility of the Sukkah last year when we neglected to dismantle ours in a
timely fashion. About a month after Sukkot ended, heavy winds – not unlike the ones we experienced last
weekend – blew down our sukkah cracking some of the lattice. Needless to say, once that happened we
brought the remainder of our sukkah down to our basement fairly quickly, making sure to order replacement
parts immediately so that we were able to build this year’s sukkah in a timely fashion! 

When our sukkah fell last year, I was reminded of Rabbi Holtz’s teachings on chametz. Chametz is
unleavened bread, which we are not permitted to eat during Passover. But what makes something Chametz?
When we prepare matzah for Passover, it must bake for no more than eighteen minutes. If it bakes for even
one second longer, it becomes chametz. Why would we be talking about chametz on Sukkot? Rabbi Holtz
often used chametz as an analogy for procrastination. If you don’t do something in a timely fashion, it’s
highly possible that it can become too late to do it at all. For example, if you procrastinate on calling a sick
or elderly friend or relative, it might eventually become too late.You never know how much time someone
has left. In other words, when in doubt – make the call. Last year, we certainly rendered our Sukkah chametz,
and we were forced to pay the price. 

But sometimes a mindful delay is necessary. This year, it took until about halfway through Sukkot in order for
us to put up our Sukkah. Better late than never! After seeing how easily our Sukkah toppled last year, we
were worried about how our Sukkah would fare in last week’s storms. We opted instead to assemble the
lattice arches, but we didn’t raise them or put on the schach (roof) until after the storm passed. And you
better believe that this year we’ll make sure to take it down in a timely fashion. But if the weather stays
warm, we might keep it up to enjoy a few bonus meals to make up for what we missed at the beginning of
the holiday. 

Chag Sameach,
Cantor Lauren Phillips Fogelman  

Cantor's Notes
How can a Sukkah become Chametz?

By the time you read this, Sukkot will be almost over. While Jewish tradition teaches that
we build a sukkah in the earliest possible moment that we can once Yom Kippur ends,
there is no prescribed requirement for when to take the sukkah down. In fact, the Mishnah
instructs  somewhat  of  a  delay  with  regards  to  the  deconstruction  of  the  Sukkah.  It 
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Well, because this calendar year has felt a little like Purim! For the first time in decades, the High Holy Days
preceded the start of Sunday Religious School, and with everything falling on the weekends, our first official
Sunday isn’t until Sunday, October 11!

And while it has felt a little Purim-y, it has also been very cool to experience the first time seeing one
another this year on Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, or Sukkot, rather than in our classrooms.

This year, our Rosh Hashanah Junior Congregation did things a little differently when it came to Tashlich. We
bore each other’s bread, if you will. Rather than only thinking about what each of us individually wanted to
leave behind as we entered 5787, we leaned into the importance of community. We wrote those things on
dissolvable paper, switched with someone else so that we were carrying something for one another, and
then watched them disappear together (in a fish tank, of course!)

We also got to celebrate Sukkot together in a different way this year, with some of our educators, teens, and
committees participating in our Sukkot Family Day. We welcomed families to TBA on the second day of
Sukkot for a morning of celebrating, creating, learning, singing, doing mitzvot, and spending time together in
our sukkah.

And all of these days have been building up to so many firsts: our first Wednesday with our 6th and 7th
graders at the very beginning of September, our first Monday with our 4th and 5th graders and HaMakom
(our teen Hebrew High program) at the end of September, our Madrichim (youth instructors) already coming
together twice as they prepare to help lead our younger learners this year, our ZEEBO teen leadership board
beginning their year together, and finally, coming up on October 11, our first official Sunday of Religious
School!

So many Shehecheyanu (thankfulness for reaching new, joyful, or milestone) moments. So many firsts, or first
times in a long time, and so many things that we have celebrated or marked in a new way thanks to this
topsy-turvy calendar year.

5787 is going to be a good one, a unique one, and a year filled with Jewish community and joy at TBA, and I
am so glad that we are finally getting started together.

L’Shalom,
Morah Stessa

Stessa Peers
Director of Education
and Youth Engagement

Purim is a holiday that we say is topsy-turvy. It is upside down and backwards and
sometimes throws you for a loop.  

So why am I talking about Purim in October?
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Religious School and the CGC 
will be closed on:

Monday, October 12 for 
Columbus Day/Indigenous People’s Day



As the crisp autumn air settles in and leaves begin to swirl around us, October brings a beautiful season of
change, growth, and reflection to The Children’s Garden Center. Our classrooms—and our garden—are
bursting with opportunities to wonder, explore, create, and learn.

The children have been joyfully observing the magical transformation happening right outside our doors. Fall
has arrived in full color! We’ve been talking about why leaves change, feeling the cooler breezes, and
noticing that the sun seems to be saying goodnight just a little earlier each day.

In our very own preschool garden, little hands have been busy exploring the fruits—and vegetables. Our
carrots are stretching deep into the soil, while squash and pumpkins are growing plump and round. The
children have taken great pride in watering, weeding, and caring for our plants. As any preschool gardener
can tell you, checking on a pumpkin’s progress is very serious business!

Harvest time offers such a meaningful opportunity for children to connect with nature and begin to
understand the rhythms of the earth. We’ve talked about how farmers gather food in the fall, where our food
comes from, and how patience and care help living things grow. Naturally, our harvest has also found its way
into our art, conversations, and sensory play.

One of our favorite fall traditions is our “Everything Is Apple” Party!
We celebrated this delicious fall fruit in just about every way imaginable—apple stamping, apple stories, and,
of course, apple tasting. Green, red, or yellow? Everyone had an opinion!
We even made homemade applesauce together. The children helped peel, mix, observe, and—perhaps most
importantly—taste! 

Our Rosh Hashanah celebrations gave us an opportunity to talk about new beginnings, kindness, and the
sweetness we hope to bring into the year ahead. The children learned traditional greetings, dipped apples in
honey, and shared some of the things they hope for in the coming year. We were especially fortunate to
welcome Rabbi V and Cantor Lauren for our Shabbat and holiday blessings!

As we move to Sukkot, we look forward to the special experience of eating together in the TBA sukkah.
Sitting outdoors, singing songs, hanging our harvest artwork, and sharing food beneath the sukkah creates a
beautiful connection between our learning, our community, and the natural world. These simple moments of
togetherness often become some of the most meaningful ones.

With the spirit of renewal in mind, each child began a special New Year Journal—a place to draw, write,
wonder, and imagine what they are curious about and hope to learn this year.
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 Melissa McHugh
Director of Early Childhood Education

The Ian and Emily Cohen Children’s Garden
Center  at Temple Beth Abraham

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE CGC 

Continued on page  6
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This year is especially meaningful for me, not only because it's my first at Temple Beth Abraham, but
because it's my first as the father of a B-Mitzvah student. Nava's Bat Mitzvah will be on October 31 at a
synagogue near our home and her school, but it matters deeply to us to celebrate with our new
synagogue family. 

Please join us for Shabbat services and a special oneg on Friday, October 23, at 7:30 PM. All are
welcome. If you can, please RSVP to Irene Metz, Clergy Coordinator (email clergyassistant@tba-ny.org or
call (914) 631-1770 x106 by October 9. It is surreal and humbling and unbelievably meaningful that after
officiating at more than 400 B'nai Mitzvah, I get to be the proud father who, for most of the service, will
sit in the pews and kvell.

Thank you for being such a special community and our family's new spiritual home.

L'shana tova and Chag Sameach,
Dave

Rabbi’s Article continued from page 1
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Shabbat & Holiday Candle Lighting 
October 2026

Friday, October 2, Tishrei 21                                                                                                                6:18pm
Saturday, October 3, Tishrei 22                                                                Light holiday candles after 7:15pm
                                                                                                                                from a pre-existing flame
Friday, October 9, Tishrei 28                                                                                                               6:06pm
Friday, October 16, Chesvan 5                                                                                                             5:55pm
Friday, October 23, Chesvan 12                                                                                                          5:45pm
Friday, October 30, Cheshvan 19                                                                                                         5:35pm

Shabbat Torah Readings 

October 3                                                                                  Shimini Atzeret - Simchat Torah

                     Holidays Deuteronomy 33:1–34:12, Genesis 1:1–2:3

October 10                                                                                               B'reishit Genesis 1:1−6:8

October 17                                                                                             Noach Genesis 6:9-11:32

October 24                                                                                    Lech L’cha Genesis 12:1-17:27

October 31                                                                                        Vayeira Genesis 18:1-22:24

mailto:clergyassistant@tba-ny.org?subject=RSVP%20October%2023%20Service%20and%20Oneg
mailto:clergyassistant@tba-ny.org?subject=RSVP%20October%2023%20Service%20and%20Oneg
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It has been wonderful to see their minds at work as they express their ideas, dreams, observations, and
questions through their artwork. These journals will stay with us throughout the school year, giving the
children opportunities to revisit their thinking and recognize how much they have learned and grown.

This practice connects beautifully with our Reggio Emilia philosophy: we value not only what children
learn, but the questions they ask, the ideas they develop, and the many different ways they communicate
their thinking.

As we move deeper into fall, we are reminded that this season mirrors so much of what happens in early
childhood—change, discovery, growth, letting go, and planting seeds for what comes next.

L’Shana Tova and Happy Fall!

With gratitude,
Melissa McHugh, M.Ed/EdL

Director of Early Childhood Education’s Article continued from page  4



Friday, October 2
5:00pm Tot Shabbat
5:30pm Simchat Torah Dairy Dinner (by reservation)
6:30pm Reform Family Shabbat & Simchat Torah Service and Celebration (note later start
time)

Saturday, October 3
9:00am Conservative Shabbat, Shimini Atzeret & Simchat Torah Service with Yizkor

Friday, October 9 
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service with Torah Reading

Saturday, October 10
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service with Torah Discussion
11:00am Sydney Arnett, daughter of Karen & David Arnett, will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

Friday, October 16
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service

Saturday, October 17
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service with Torah Discussion
11:00am Kai Shapiro-Kessler, child of Amy Shapiro Kessler and Justin Kessler, will be called to the Torah
as a B-Mitzvah

Friday, October 23
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service

Saturday, October 24
9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service with Torah discussion
11:00am Robert Smiley, son of Sarah & Adam Smiley, will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Friday, October 30
7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service

Saturday, October 31
9:00am Conservative Shabbat with Torah discussion
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Nava Sherman-Vaisberg

You ’ r e  Inv i t e d !
Please  jo in  us  as  we ce lebrate

Please join Rabbi V, Miriam Palmer-Sherman, 
Nava and Judah Sherman-Vaisberg for a special

Reform Shabbat service on
Friday, October 23 at 7:30pm

at Temple Beth Abraham

Nava will participate in the service as she
prepares for her Bat Mitzvah.

Following the service, the Sherman-Vaisberg
family will host a special Oneg in celebration of

Nava’s upcoming Bat Mitzvah.  

The Oneg is also being made possible by the
Smiley family, as Robbie becomes 

a Bar Mitzvah  on October 24.

Please RSVP to Irene Metz at clergyassistant@tba-ny.org,
by October 9,  so we know how many guests to plan for.

mailto:clergyassistant@tba-ny.org?subject=RSVP%20October%2023%20Service%20and%20Oneg


this year for the Tarrytown Sleepy Hollow Food Pantry. We collected spices and cooking oil and the Religious
School students created snack bags for the families. We also had our annual food drive for Feeding
Westchester that kicked off on Yom Kippur. This was a financial drive as donating money allows the food bank
to buy more efficiently. They can get much more for the money than we can. If you would still like to help, here
is the link: bit.ly/TBA-YK-FoodDrive.

In October we are hosting a midnight run on October 24. Midnight run is an activity that helps provide a meal
to unhoused people. We provide food, clothing, toiletries and friendly faces! We still need lots of volunteers to
make sandwiches, donate items and to go out on the run to deliver everything. Here is the link to sign up:  
tinyurl.com/TBA-MR-Oct26.

In November and December, we will be focusing on immigration. The mitzvot are: loving thy neighbor and
helping the stranger. We will be kicking off our Light One Candle Donation program, and we are excited that
we will be supporting gifts of toys and books this year. More details to follow in next month’s bulletin, so
please keep an eye out for it. We are in the process of planning other things for the fall as well and will be
letting you know about them, so check out the weekly e-blast as well. 

If you would like to join Tikkun Olam, please let me know at Tikkunolam@tba-ny.org or call the office. TBA is a
caring community so please, get involved with Tikkun Olam. 

Audrey Gelfand
Tikkun Olam Chairperson
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Tikkun Olam: Repair the World
L’Shanah Tova TBA. I wish you well in the new year and hope that you have had a chance
to meet Rabbi Vaisberg and enjoyed services on the HHD. Tikkun Olam is off to a great
start thus far. In September, we collected backpacks and supplies for the Pre-k students in
Tarrytown. We were able to donate 30 backpacks filled with notebooks, folders, markers
and other necessities. Thank you so much to all of the TBA members who participated in
this drive. 

Our focus for September and October is food insecurity. September 27 was our first event  

Thank you to everyone who
supported the 
backpack drive. 

We filled 30 backpacks and
even have some supplies left

over for next year.
 

A great success!

https://bit.ly/TBA-YK-FoodDrive
https://tinyurl.com/TBA-MR-Oct26
mailto:Tikkunolam@tba-ny.org


;

On Yom Kippur, we set aside food and drink to focus on
prayer, reflection, and renewal. Our tradition reminds us,
however, that fasting is not meant to end with ourselves.
The hunger we feel makes us aware of those for whom
hunger is not symbolic but a daily reality.

Yom Kippur Food Drive

This year, we encourage you to support
those in need by donating directly to
Feeding Westchester by scanning the QR
code or at bit.ly/TBA-YK-FoodDrive

Accepting donations through October 4

Page 9
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October 25,	2026	at	11:15	am
(weather permitting)

Pet Food Drive supports Paws Crossed 

If your	pet	doesn’t	travel	well,	please	bring
a photo instead. 
All animals must be on a leash or safely contained. 
Items to donate: 
Amazon wish	list:	amzn.to/3X1rEj0

Bring Your	Pet	to	TBA	for	a	Blessing
Pet Blessing  & Food Drive 

https://bit.ly/TBA-YK-FoodDrive
https://amzn.to/3X1rEj0


O C T O B E R  2 0 2 6                                                          V O L U M E  1 0 3 ,  I S S U E  2

From the Rabbi Welcome Team

Informal Opportunities to
GET TO KNOW TBA’S CLERGY

Coffee with Clergy
Tuesday, October 6
10:00am – 11:00am
TBA Lobby

Tuesday, October 20
10:00am – 11:00am
TBA Lobby

Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, October 11
11:00am
Social Hall

Shabbat ‘Day of Paws’
Friendly Dog Walk
Bring your friendly dog, or join us
without a pet, as Rabbi V, with his pup
Billie, takes a Shabbat walk on the
‘wooded trail’ at Tarrytown Lakes Park
Saturday, October 17, 4:00pm
Tarrytown Lakes Park
(201-209 Neperan Rd)

Special OneG
Rabbi V and Miriam invite the
community to Shabbat services and a
special oneg in honor of their daughter
Nava’s upcoming Bat Mitzvah.
Friday, October 23, 7:30pm

Contact Irene Metz, 
Clergy Coordinator, at 
clergyassistant@tba-ny.org 
for more info or to schedule.

OPEN YOUR HOME
for Shabbat

Consider inviting Rabbi V and his family to your Shabbat table. It’s a
meaningful way to welcome them into our community and spend some
time together outside of synagogue.

Rabbi Vaisberg and his family don’t yet live locally and commute
from New Jersey, so hosting them for Shabbat dinner is a wonderful
mitzvah, and a great way to get to know them too!
You don’t need a kosher home or a fancy meal. Vegetarian, dairy, fish,
and pasta are all easy options. If you’re serving meat, it does need to be
kosher. And if you have questions about their dietary needs, just ask, we’re
happy to help!

Still to be scheduled!
BREWS &
SCHMOOZE
MEETUP

ICE CREAM
SOCIAL

RABBI V’S
INSTALLATION

Questions? Ideas?

Host – in your Home
Interested in hosting a casual coffee or evening gathering at your home to get
to know Rabbi V? Invite friends, neighbors or anyone interested in TBA. These
informal gatherings can get to be a wonderful way to build personal
connections and share meaningful conversations.

To schedule a convenient date, contact Irene Metz
at clergyassistant@tba-ny.org

NATURE WALK
at Rockwood

Contact the Rabbi Welcome Team at RabbiWelcomeTeam@tba-ny.org

Page 10

mailto:clergyassistant@tba-ny.org?subject=Opening%20My%20Home%20for%20Shabbat
mailto:clergyassistant@tba-ny.org?subject=Opening%20My%20Home%20for%20Shabbat
mailto:clergyassistant@tba-ny.org?subject=Opening%20My%20Home%20for%20Shabbat
mailto:clergyassistant@tba-ny.org?subject=Hosting%20Rabbi%20V%20in%20my%20home
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Friday, November 13 at 10:00am
The Anatomy of Exile 

by Zeeva Bukai
Moderated by Linda Gerstman

Books & More

Page 11

Tuesday, November 10 at 7:00pm
Mrs. Lilienblum’s Cloud Factory

by Iddo Gefen
Moderated by Kimberly Marcus

Books@Night

Torah Study
Wednesdays, 10:00am-11:00am, in Person and via Zoom
Rabbi Vaisberg leads Torah Study, which goes at its own pace through the Tanakh in English.
No previous knowledge is required, and you can join in at any point in the cycle. 
On Saturdays, join us at 9:00am for a lively discussion of this week’s Torah reading during
Conservative Services.

Mah Jongg
Mondays, 1:00pm-4:00pm, in Person 
Second and Fourth Wednesdays, 6:45pm-8:45pm, in Person 
Play Mah Jongg in a friendly, non-competitive (no betting) gathering at Temple Beth Abraham
on Monday afternoons and Wednesday evenings.  
Nominal charge for guests.

Canasta
Wednesdays, 1:00pm-3:00pm, in Person
Learn the rules. Play the Game.
Meet new friends, spend fun time with old friends, or take a coffee break.
Learn how to play from a knowledgeable instructor or brush up on your playing skills. 
Free for temple members, $5.00 per session for guests.

Adult Education

TBA Book Clubs



Women’s Circle at Temple Beth Abraham
Friday, October 16, 2026

5:45 pm

Join us at a potluck 
as we

plan the year!
Supper (dairy/fish) is free, but

please RSVP.
You are invited to bring a salad or

dessert.  

Women’s circle meets monthly on a
Friday evening from 5:45pm to 7:15pm

ending in time for Reform Shabbat
Services.

Join us for presentations, activities and
discussions.

Come spend time with us as we learn,
explore and share!

tinyurl.com/ErosionWR
or scan the QR code:

The Temple Beth Abraham Adult Ed and Tikkun Olam Committees
Invite you to a lecture

Wednesday, October 21, 2026 at 7:30pm
followed by a “Coffee and Questions” Reception

Challenges to Women’s
Rights in New York and

What We Can Do About It.

Catherine Lederer-Plaskett
President, Choice Matters

The overturn of Roe has affected women’s
health and freedom of action in many, many
ways.  New York has some of the strongest
protections for women,  yet, the preservation
of reproductive justice is not guaranteed.  Join
us to hear how women’s rights are being
jeopardized, and what we can do about it.

Members and non-members welcome.  

Click here to register:
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scan the QR code to rsvp:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdfOuIV2PrEyXEjLkjHz9x_hgzlnD-RfdnFQQ1UDeewTDanw/viewform
https://tinyurl.com/ErosionWR
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WELCOME BACK
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

October 11 at 11:00am
 in the Social Hall

Free of charge

Come meet other TBA families and schmooze
with Rabbi V, Cantor Lauren, 

and Morah Stessa

Hosted by our Membership and 
Rabbi Welcome Team who will 

provide many toppings and smiles!
(Allergen-friendly options available).

RSVP to attend or volunteer:
Member Services@tba-ny.org

It takes A LOT of people to
unscroll the Torah 

 Come lend a helping hand!

Celebrate Simchat Torah With Us!

9:00am Conservative Shabbat, Shimini Atzeret, Simchat Torah
and Yizkor (Memorial) Service 
followed by a dairy luncheon

Saturday, October 3

5:00pm Tot Shabbat
5:30pm Dairy Dinner (by reservation)
6:30pm Reform Family Shabbat and Simchat Torah Service
and Dancing with the Torah followed by a festive Oneg -
note later service start time

Friday, October 2

mailto:memberservices@tba-ny.org?subject=Pancake%20Breakfast
mailto:rabbiwelcometeam@tba-ny.org?subject=Pancake%20Breakfast
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P L E A S E  J O I N  U S

To Remember October 7th

WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY-WIDE
GATHERING

 

7:30 PM–8:30 PM
Program

Tuesday, October 6, 2026

7:00 PM
 Doors open

Central Westchester Location 
Details Upon Registration

Please contact Pam Goldstein, pam@wjcouncil.org or (914) 328-7001, for more information.

Advance registration is required here or scan QR code
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October 7 Commemorations

11:00am and 6:45pm
October 7 at TBA

Join The Israel Committee and Clergy as we
gather together to commemorate October 7.
We will honor those who were lost, stand in

solidarity with Israel, and come together as a
community in reflection, remembrance, 

and hope.
Please RSVP to IsraelCommittee@tba-ny.org

mailto:pam@wjcouncil.org
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/8ast2sw
mailto:IsraelCommittee@tba-ny.org?subject=October%207th%20Commemoration
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PLEASE SIGN UP:

$36.00 PER FAMILY
HELPS OFFSET COSTS

L u i s  A g u i l a r
M a r c  F i s h b e r g e r

K i r a  G l e i t
S h a r o n  K i r s c h n e r

D o n  K u m k a
K i m b e r l y  M a r c u s

M a r k  M i s h l e r
A r a m  P e e r s
J e r r y  P e e r s
M a r l a  P e e r s

L y a n n a  P e r l o w i t z
P h i l  R o t h e n b e r g

M e l i s s a  S t e i n
A l a n  S t r u t h

J a i m e  V a l e n c i a

The Board of Trustees thanks all of the clergy,
volunteers, and staff who ensured our High Holy
Day Services ran smoothly.  We appreciate those

who lead us, uplifted us and, guided us.  Thank you
for your tireless support. 

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  T B A  m e m b e r s  w h o   h e l p e d  m a k e  o u r  s e r v i c e s  r u n  s m o o t h l y
b y  u s h e r i n g .  I f  w e  m i s s e d  a n y o n e ,  w e  s i n c e r e l y  a p o l o g i z e .

H e r b  B a e r
J a s o n  B a l s a n

R e b e c c a  J .  B a l s a n
L i s a n n e  B i o l o s
E m i l y  C h a z e n

I d a  D o c t o r
A l l i s o n  F i n e

S c o t t  F r e i m a n
A u d r e y  G e l f a n d

B e n  G e l f a n d
K i r a  G l e i t

T r a c y  O s t r o f f
A r a m  P e e r s
J e r r y  P e e r s

P a t t i  P o t a s h
M i c h a e l  P o v m a n

L o r e n  R a t n e r
B e r n i c e  R o g o w i t z

J e s s i c a  R o s s
L i z  R o s s

B r i a n  S c h n e i d e r
J u d a h  S h e r m a n - V a i s b e r g

S t e v e  G o s s e t
D a v e  G r e e n s p o o n
J e n  G r e e n s p o o n
R e b e c c a  G r e l l e r

H o w a r d  J a c o b o w i t z
S h a r o n  K i r s c h n e r
R o b i n  K o l o d z i n s k i

D o n  K u m k a
J a m i e  L e f k o w i t z
L o r e t t a  L o n d o n
R o g e r  L o n d o n

T h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  S u k k a h  b u i l d e r s  a n d  d e c o r a t o r s :

N a v a  S h e r m a n - V a i s b e r g
J a n e  S i l v e r m a n
M a r c  S o l o m o n

N a n c y  S o l o m o n
J a s o n  S t e i n

M e l i s s a  S t e i n
N o a h  S t e i n

R i c h a r d  S t e r n
S t a c y  Z i l u c k

J o e l  Z i v e
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THE FOLLOWING EVENTS REFLECT THE KNOWN
SORROWS AND SIMCHAS OF OUR TBA FAMILY SINCE
OUR LAST PUBLICATION:

CONDOLENCES TO:
Donna Goldsmith, Melissa, Kim (Jon), Keith, and
Kira Goldsmith on the death of their husband and
father, James (Jim) Goldsmith. 
The family of Joyce Braun Redl, daughter of
longtime members of Temple Beth Abraham
Janet z"l and Norman Braun z"l. 

REFUAH SHLEIMAH TO:
Ruda Klein
Roy Solomon

MAZEL TOV TO:
Marvin and Ruda Klein on the birth of their
great grandchild, Mila Rose Bonné, daughter of
Walter and Arianna Bonné
Joyce and Michael Maron on the birth of their
granddaughter Shea Collette Yellin, daughter of
Allie (Maron) and Seth Yellin
Jennifer and Michael Povman on the
engagement of their son, Benjy to Mia Cohen
Ira and Randi Schochet on the engagement of
their son, Nathaniel to Rhea Lynne Guzman

ARZA 
Ann Adenbaum and Alan Schramm 
Jim and Pam Barkley 
Rodgin and Barbara Cohen 
Leslie Danon and Steven Frind 
Jonathan Gleit and Kimberly Marcus 
Bruce and Deena Goldsmith 
Naomi Gross 
Robert and Marcia Klein 
Mark Mishler and Cynthia Barr-Pfeffer 
Jerry and Marla Peers 
Phil Rothenberg 
Robert Rubenstein and Elsa Shapiro Rubenstein 
Sandra Sadove 
Pearl Ann Schwartz 
David Shipman and Alina Gouller 
Alan and Larissa Surchin 

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Diane Kaplan in memory of Ruth Biloon
Barry and Jennifer Kratz with gratitude to
Cantor Fogelman and Cantor Golberg
Ken and Allison Samuels in memory of
Linda Samuels

CARING COMMITTEE 
Phyllis Saphra in memory of Joanne Solomon
Jared and Amy Zerman in memory of
Pauline Levin

ENDOWMENT FUND 
Estelle Fishberger 
Harryette Helsel in memory of Essie Helsel
Linda Shulman in honor of Rabbi David and
Renée Holtz on the marriage of Holly to Soledad



DONATIONS
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Reliable,
Responsive,
Respectful

Michael L. Rosenthal
914.773.0030 
491 Mamaroneck Avenue
White Plains, NY 10605
www.rosenthalmemorial.com

Rosenthal Memorial Chapel 
is independently-owned and
operated. 
With care and compassion, 
we offer a full range of Jewish
funeral services. 
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FRAN FRIEDMAN FUND FOR THE ENRICHMENT OF
CHILDREN

Michael Friedman in memory of Fran Friedman
Amy Helsel and Jeremy Swerling in memory of
Fran Friedman

HANNAH T. LEVY FUND 
Ann Adenbaum and Alan Schramm 
Rodgin and Barbara Cohen 
Leslie Danon and Steven Frind 
Jonathan Gleit and Kimberly Marcus 
Bruce and Deena Goldsmith 
Naomi Gross 
Robert and Marcia Klein 
Paul Levy and Loren Ratner 
Mark Mishler and Cynthia Barr-Pfeffer 
Robert Rubenstein and Elsa Shapiro Rubenstein 
Sandra Sadove 
Pearl Ann Schwartz 
David Shipman and Alina Gouller 
Alan and Larissa Surchin 

HIGH HOLY DAY APPEAL 
Donna and Richard Fleming 
Ben and Audrey Gelfand 
Cantor Margot and Barry Goldberg 
Bruce and Deena Goldsmith 
Laura Hamburg 
Andrea Moskowitz 
Kate Press 
Phil Rothenberg 
Steve and Roberta Rothkin 
Jessica Ruben and Justin Rispler 
Robert Rubenstein and Elsa Shapiro Rubenstein 
Arlene and Stephen Simms
Barbara Steiner 
Kenan and Sarah Stern 

HIGH HOLY DAY CONTRIBUTIONS
Samuel Benhayoun
Saara Gallin 
Steven and Risa Goldberg 
Susan Kronish Grotenstein 
Rich and Marianne Isaacson 
Robert and Marcia Klein 
Renée Rozenberg 
Robert Rubenstein and Elsa Shapiro Rubenstein 
Michael Savitsky 

MEMORIAL PLAQUES 
Dave and Jen Greenspoon in memory of
Albert Greenspoon
Barry and Jennifer Kratz in memory of
Arleen Kratz
Abby and John Pollitt in memory of Sonya Edleson
and Jack Edleson

http://www.rosenthalmemorial.com/
http://www.rosenthalmemorial.com/
https://www.rosenthalmemorial.com/
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ONEG FUND
David and Ina Bearak Helfand in honor of Ina’s 87
birthday

th

For the Rosh Hashanah oneg:
Steven and Judith Balsan 
Ida Doctor 
David Frank and Bernice Rogowitz 
Joseph and Nancy Frank 
Saara Gallin 
Bruce and Deena Goldsmith 
Jonathan and Rebecca Greller 
Susan Kronish Grotenstein 
Howard Jacobowitz and Patti Potash 
Sharon Kirschner 
Neil Klein and Susanne Jones 
Robin Kolodzinski 
Ellen and Avi Mittelman 
Dan Nienaltow and Liza Karsten 
Jennifer and Michael Povman 
Robert Rubenstein and Elsa Shapiro Rubenstein 
Stacy Sadove and Richard Zbeda 
Linda Shulman 
Eric and Jennifer Siegel 
Janice Smolowitz 
Barbara Steiner 
Kenan and Sarah Stern 

PINCUS RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Judy Pincus in loving memory of Kate and Harry
Pincus, Joan and Sherman Pincus, and Marilyn and
Eugene Carrigan

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Amy Bohrer in loving memory of Jim Goldsmith
Barry and Jennifer Kratz with gratitude to
Rabbi Holtz and Rabbi Vaisberg
Jay Leon in loving memory of Joanne Solomon
Howard and Stephanie Paul in memory of
Jim Goldsmith
Karen and Ashley Slutskin Solomon 

TEMPLE FUND 
Herb and Melissa Baer in memory of
Jim Goldsmith
Herb and Melissa Baer in memory of
Joanne Solomon
Elliott Barish in memory of Ruth Biloon
Carole Eagle in memory of Sidney Eagle
Eva Fischer in memory of James Goldsmith
Harold Gross in memory of Lori Gross
David and Ina Bearak Helfand 
Sharon Kirschner in memory of Joanne Solomon
Sharon Kirschner in memory of Jim Goldsmith
Don Kumka and Jane Silverman in memory of
Jim Goldsmith
Don Kumka and Jane Silverman in memory of
Joanne Solomon
Phyllis Mandel in memory of Joseph Mandel
Phyllis Mandel in memory of Samuel Rudich
Linda Shulman in memory of Sheldon Manspeizer
Marilyn Shulman in memory of Joanne Solomon
Moshe Sukenik and Nan Kurzman In honor of
Audrey and Ben Gelfand
Carol and Bradley Wank in memory of
E. Marvin Geiger and Laura Wank
Keith and Debra Weintraub in memory of
Joanne Solomon
Alan and Renee Winters in memory of Ruth Biloon



Clergy and Senior Staff

Name Title Email
Phone

Extension
David Z. Vaisberg Rabbi RabbiVaisberg@tba-ny.org x104

Lauren Phillips Fogelman Cantor Cantor@tba-ny.org x101

Robin Goldberg Executive Director RGoldberg@tba-ny.org x102

Stessa Peers Director of Education and
Youth Engagement SPeers@tba-ny.org x108

Melissa McHugh Director of Early Childhood
Education CGCDirector@tba-ny.org x107

David K. Holtz Rabbi Emeritus RabbiHoltz@tba-ny.org

Cantor Margot E.B. Goldberg Cantor Emerita Emerita.Cantor@tba-ny.org
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TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM DIRECTORY

Staff

Name Title Email
Phone

Extension
Irene Metz Clergy Coordinator ClergyAssistant@tba-ny.org x106

Melissa Baer Office Manager TBAOffice@tba-ny.org x100

TJ Hwang Bookkeeper Bookkeeper@tba-ny.org x102

John Johnson, Jr. Senior Facilities Coordinator Facility@tba-ny.org x108

Kira Gleit Hebrew School Executive Assistant HebrewSchool@tba-ny.org x111
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Board of Trustees - Officers

Name Title Email
Steve Gosset President President@tba-ny.org

Liz Ross First Vice President ExecutiveVP@tba-ny.org

Herb Baer Second Vice President VP@tba-ny.org

Tracy Ostroff Recording Secretary RecordingSecretary@tba-ny.org

Judith Balsan Treasurer/Finance Chair Treasuer@tba-ny.org

mailto:rabbivaisberg@tba-ny.org
mailto:cantor@tba-ny.org
mailto:rgoldberg@tba-ny.org
mailto:speers@tba-ny.org
mailto:cgcdirector@tba-ny.org
mailto:rabbiholtz@tba-ny.org
mailto:emerita.cantor@tba-ny.org
mailto:clergyassistant@tba-ny.org
mailto:tbaoffice@tba-ny.org
mailto:tbaoffice@tba-ny.org
mailto:bookkeeper@tba-ny.org
mailto:facility@tba-ny.org
mailto:hebrewschool@tba-ny.org
mailto:hebrewschool@tba-ny.org
mailto:president@tba-ny.org
mailto:executivevp@tba-ny.org
mailto:VP@tba-ny.org
mailto:recordingsecretary@tba-ny.org
mailto:treasuer@tba-ny.org


LEAVES FOR LIFE CYCLE EVENTS ON OUR TREE OF LIFE
Our synagogue is proud to possess the Etz Chaim, our Tree of Life. This original sculpture by the noted synagogue artist, Sanford Werfel, is
permanently displayed Inthe Temple Beth Abraham lobby. The branches of the tree contaInleaves that may be inscribed to highlight or
commemorate such joyous events as births, weddings, anniversaries, b-mitzvot, graduations or simply to honor parents, family, or friends.
Share your happy occasions by inscribing your family simchas on our synagogue’s Tree of Life as a permanent dedication to the meaningful
and happy events that touch the lives of our community. Please note that the creation of a leaf may take up to 8 weeks. 

The price per leaf is $360.00 for members and $450.00 for non-members.  
For more information, please call the Temple office at (914) 631-1770

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE PRINT THE INSCRIPTION EXACTLY AS YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR 
Maximum of 5 lines of text (24 characters per line, including spaces)

Contributed by: ___________________________________________                   Phone Number ________________________

 Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Temple Beth Abraham
25 Leroy Avenue, Tarrytown, NY 10591

Amount Enclosed:  $____________________

Deadlines for upcoming issues:
October 5 for November, 2026
November 8 for December, 2026

https://images.shulcloud.com/1415/uploads/PDFs/TreeofLifeOrderForm.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/1415/uploads/PDFs/TreeofLifeOrderForm.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/1415/uploads/PDFs/TreeofLifeOrderForm.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/1415/uploads/PDFs/TreeofLifeOrderForm.pdf
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	TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM
	OCTOBER NEWSLETTER
	From Rabbi Vaisberg’s Study
	Dear Friends,
	This was one of the most meaningful holiday seasons I can remember. It was an honor to pray with a community of such spirit, with such beautiful voices, and to learn and teach Torah with all of you.
	None of it could have happened without our immensely talented  professional  team  and
	our exceptional volunteers, who worked tirelessly, publicly and behind the scenes, for the months leading up and on the days themselves. Ushering and greeting, taking honors, creating beautiful music, washing apples, polishing silver, rolling Torahs, assembling programs, cleaning our space over and over, planning security, handling the many financial and administrative needs, teaching and caring for our children, showing up in the little moments with kindness and help, and more: the village came through in shining colors. Thank you.
	What made these days most special for me, though, was simply being in the room with all of you: your energy, your voices, your prayerfulness, your smiles. Spiritual energy doesn't come in a vacuum. It grows when a community gathers and each person's energy builds off everyone else's.
	There's a story told of the great Hasidic master, the Baal Shem Tov, who once prayed so long that his disciples grew tired and slipped out. Afterward, he told them a parable. A man saw a beautiful bird at the top of a tall tree, and with no ladder, people climbed onto one another's shoulders to lift him up. Just as he reached for it, those at the bottom got bored and walked away, and the whole tower collapsed. The man fell, and the bird flew off. When you left, the Baal Shem Tov told them, that's what happened to me. I can only reach the heights I reach in prayer because you're there, holding me up.
	So it is for all of us. The more we show up with our whole selves, the higher we can climb together. This High Holy Day season, we soared.
	There's another moment when that kind of support makes all the difference: B-Mitzvah. I tell my students that becoming B-Mitzvah is getting their Jewish driver's license. Until now, their parents have been responsible for their Jewish lives. Once they've shown they have the basics down (reading and interpreting our sacred texts, leading prayer, taking on mitzvah projects), they get full access to our immense wealth of wisdom and ritual, and really become part of our global extended Jewish family. They'll also know that they're needed, in an empowered way, not as a burden but because they're valued: to volunteer, to give what they can, to help make the minyan. That's why a B-Mitzvah happens at a public service. The community is there to welcome a new member and to tell this young person how thrilled they are for them.
	Missed the High Holy Day sermons and musical selections or want to revisit them?
	They are available on our website at:
	tba-ny.org/highholydaysermons/
	tba-ny.org/high-holyday-musical-selections/
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	Cantor's Notes
	How can a Sukkah become Chametz?
	By the time you read this, Sukkot will be almost over. While Jewish tradition teaches that we build a sukkah in the earliest possible moment that we can once Yom Kippur ends, there is no prescribed requirement for when to take the sukkah down. In fact, the Mishnah instructs  somewhat  of  a  delay  with  regards  to  the  deconstruction  of  the  Sukkah.  It
	teaches that one should not take down their sukkah on the last day of the holiday, because the commandment for dwelling in the sukkah carries through the entire holiday. However, one should begin removing utensils and other tableware from the sukkah in order to prepare for eating the post-holiday meal in the house. The sukkah is, of course, meant to be temporary.
	We got a blatant reminder of the fragility of the Sukkah last year when we neglected to dismantle ours in a timely fashion. About a month after Sukkot ended, heavy winds – not unlike the ones we experienced last weekend – blew down our sukkah cracking some of the lattice. Needless to say, once that happened we brought the remainder of our sukkah down to our basement fairly quickly, making sure to order replacement parts immediately so that we were able to build this year’s sukkah in a timely fashion!
	When our sukkah fell last year, I was reminded of Rabbi Holtz’s teachings on chametz. Chametz is unleavened bread, which we are not permitted to eat during Passover. But what makes something Chametz? When we prepare matzah for Passover, it must bake for no more than eighteen minutes. If it bakes for even one second longer, it becomes chametz. Why would we be talking about chametz on Sukkot? Rabbi Holtz often used chametz as an analogy for procrastination. If you don’t do something in a timely fashion, it’s highly possible that it can become too late to do it at all. For example, if you procrastinate on calling a sick or elderly friend or relative, it might eventually become too late.You never know how much time someone has left. In other words, when in doubt – make the call. Last year, we certainly rendered our Sukkah chametz, and we were forced to pay the price.
	But sometimes a mindful delay is necessary. This year, it took until about halfway through Sukkot in order for us to put up our Sukkah. Better late than never! After seeing how easily our Sukkah toppled last year, we were worried about how our Sukkah would fare in last week’s storms. We opted instead to assemble the lattice arches, but we didn’t raise them or put on the schach (roof) until after the storm passed. And you better believe that this year we’ll make sure to take it down in a timely fashion. But if the weather stays warm, we might keep it up to enjoy a few bonus meals to make up for what we missed at the beginning of the holiday.
	Chag Sameach,
	Cantor Lauren Phillips Fogelman
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	Stessa Peers
	Director of Education
	and Youth Engagement
	Purim is a holiday that we say is topsy-turvy. It is upside down and backwards and sometimes throws you for a loop.
	So why am I talking about Purim in October?
	Well, because this calendar year has felt a little like Purim! For the first time in decades, the High Holy Days preceded the start of Sunday Religious School, and with everything falling on the weekends, our first official Sunday isn’t until Sunday, October 11!
	And while it has felt a little Purim-y, it has also been very cool to experience the first time seeing one another this year on Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, or Sukkot, rather than in our classrooms.
	This year, our Rosh Hashanah Junior Congregation did things a little differently when it came to Tashlich. We bore each other’s bread, if you will. Rather than only thinking about what each of us individually wanted to leave behind as we entered 5787, we leaned into the importance of community. We wrote those things on dissolvable paper, switched with someone else so that we were carrying something for one another, and then watched them disappear together (in a fish tank, of course!)
	We also got to celebrate Sukkot together in a different way this year, with some of our educators, teens, and committees participating in our Sukkot Family Day. We welcomed families to TBA on the second day of Sukkot for a morning of celebrating, creating, learning, singing, doing mitzvot, and spending time together in our sukkah.
	And all of these days have been building up to so many firsts: our first Wednesday with our 6th and 7th graders at the very beginning of September, our first Monday with our 4th and 5th graders and HaMakom (our teen Hebrew High program) at the end of September, our Madrichim (youth instructors) already coming together twice as they prepare to help lead our younger learners this year, our ZEEBO teen leadership board beginning their year together, and finally, coming up on October 11, our first official Sunday of Religious School!
	So many Shehecheyanu (thankfulness for reaching new, joyful, or milestone) moments. So many firsts, or first times in a long time, and so many things that we have celebrated or marked in a new way thanks to this topsy-turvy calendar year.
	5787 is going to be a good one, a unique one, and a year filled with Jewish community and joy at TBA, and I am so glad that we are finally getting started together.
	L’Shalom,
	Morah Stessa
	Religious School and the CGC
	will be closed on:
	Monday, October 12 for
	Columbus Day/Indigenous People’s Day
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	Melissa McHugh
	Director of Early Childhood Education
	The Ian and Emily Cohen Children’s Garden Center  at Temple Beth Abraham

	HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE CGC
	As the crisp autumn air settles in and leaves begin to swirl around us, October brings a beautiful season of change, growth, and reflection to The Children’s Garden Center. Our classrooms—and our garden—are bursting with opportunities to wonder, explore, create, and learn.
	The children have been joyfully observing the magical transformation happening right outside our doors. Fall has arrived in full color! We’ve been talking about why leaves change, feeling the cooler breezes, and noticing that the sun seems to be saying goodnight just a little earlier each day.
	In our very own preschool garden, little hands have been busy exploring the fruits—and vegetables. Our carrots are stretching deep into the soil, while squash and pumpkins are growing plump and round. The children have taken great pride in watering, weeding, and caring for our plants. As any preschool gardener can tell you, checking on a pumpkin’s progress is very serious business!
	Harvest time offers such a meaningful opportunity for children to connect with nature and begin to understand the rhythms of the earth. We’ve talked about how farmers gather food in the fall, where our food comes from, and how patience and care help living things grow. Naturally, our harvest has also found its way into our art, conversations, and sensory play.
	One of our favorite fall traditions is our “Everything Is Apple” Party!
	We celebrated this delicious fall fruit in just about every way imaginable—apple stamping, apple stories, and, of course, apple tasting. Green, red, or yellow? Everyone had an opinion!
	We even made homemade applesauce together. The children helped peel, mix, observe, and—perhaps most importantly—taste!
	Our Rosh Hashanah celebrations gave us an opportunity to talk about new beginnings, kindness, and the sweetness we hope to bring into the year ahead. The children learned traditional greetings, dipped apples in honey, and shared some of the things they hope for in the coming year. We were especially fortunate to welcome Rabbi V and Cantor Lauren for our Shabbat and holiday blessings!
	As we move to Sukkot, we look forward to the special experience of eating together in the TBA sukkah. Sitting outdoors, singing songs, hanging our harvest artwork, and sharing food beneath the sukkah creates a beautiful connection between our learning, our community, and the natural world. These simple moments of togetherness often become some of the most meaningful ones.
	With the spirit of renewal in mind, each child began a special New Year Journal—a place to draw, write, wonder, and imagine what they are curious about and hope to learn this year.
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	Rabbi’s Article continued from page 1
	This year is especially meaningful for me, not only because it's my first at Temple Beth Abraham, but because it's my first as the father of a B-Mitzvah student. Nava's Bat Mitzvah will be on October 31 at a synagogue near our home and her school, but it matters deeply to us to celebrate with our new synagogue family.
	Please join us for Shabbat services and a special oneg on Friday, October 23, at 7:30 PM. All are welcome. If you can, please RSVP to Irene Metz, Clergy Coordinator (email clergyassistant@tba-ny.org or call (914) 631-1770 x106 by October 9. It is surreal and humbling and unbelievably meaningful that after officiating at more than 400 B'nai Mitzvah, I get to be the proud father who, for most of the service, will sit in the pews and kvell.
	Thank you for being such a special community and our family's new spiritual home.
	L'shana tova and Chag Sameach,
	Dave


	Shabbat Torah Readings
	October 3                                                                                  Shimini Atzeret - Simchat Torah
	Holidays Deuteronomy 33:1–34:12, Genesis 1:1–2:3
	October 10                                                                                               B'reishit Genesis 1:1−6:8
	October 17                                                                                             Noach Genesis 6:9-11:32
	October 24                                                                                    Lech L’cha Genesis 12:1-17:27
	October 31                                                                                        Vayeira Genesis 18:1-22:24

	Shabbat & Holiday Candle Lighting
	October 2026
	Friday, October 2, Tishrei 21                                                                                                                6:18pm
	Saturday, October 3, Tishrei 22                                                                Light holiday candles after 7:15pm
	from a pre-existing flame
	Friday, October 9, Tishrei 28                                                                                                               6:06pm
	Friday, October 16, Chesvan 5                                                                                                             5:55pm
	Friday, October 23, Chesvan 12                                                                                                          5:45pm
	Friday, October 30, Cheshvan 19                                                                                                         5:35pm
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	SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
	Friday, October 2
	5:00pm Tot Shabbat
	5:30pm Simchat Torah Dairy Dinner (by reservation)
	6:30pm Reform Family Shabbat & Simchat Torah Service and Celebration (note later start time)

	Saturday, October 3
	9:00am Conservative Shabbat, Shimini Atzeret & Simchat Torah Service with Yizkor

	Friday, October 9
	7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service with Torah Reading

	Saturday, October 10
	9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service with Torah Discussion
	11:00am Sydney Arnett, daughter of Karen & David Arnett, will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

	Friday, October 16
	7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service

	Saturday, October 17
	9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service with Torah Discussion
	11:00am Kai Shapiro-Kessler, child of Amy Shapiro Kessler and Justin Kessler, will be called to the Torah
	as a B-Mitzvah

	Friday, October 23
	7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service

	Saturday, October 24
	9:00am Conservative Shabbat Service with Torah discussion
	11:00am Robert Smiley, son of Sarah & Adam Smiley, will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

	Friday, October 30
	7:30pm Reform Shabbat Service

	Saturday, October 31
	9:00am Conservative Shabbat with Torah discussion

	You’re Invited!
	Nava Sherman-Vaisberg
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	Tikkun Olam: Repair the World
	L’Shanah Tova TBA. I wish you well in the new year and hope that you have had a chance to meet Rabbi Vaisberg and enjoyed services on the HHD. Tikkun Olam is off to a great start thus far. In September, we collected backpacks and supplies for the Pre-k students in Tarrytown. We were able to donate 30 backpacks filled with notebooks, folders, markers and other necessities. Thank you so much to all of the TBA members who participated in this drive.
	Our focus for September and October is food insecurity. September 27 was our first event
	this year for the Tarrytown Sleepy Hollow Food Pantry. We collected spices and cooking oil and the Religious School students created snack bags for the families. We also had our annual food drive for Feeding Westchester that kicked off on Yom Kippur. This was a financial drive as donating money allows the food bank to buy more efficiently. They can get much more for the money than we can. If you would still like to help, here is the link: bit.ly/TBA-YK-FoodDrive.
	In October we are hosting a midnight run on October 24. Midnight run is an activity that helps provide a meal to unhoused people. We provide food, clothing, toiletries and friendly faces! We still need lots of volunteers to make sandwiches, donate items and to go out on the run to deliver everything. Here is the link to sign up:  tinyurl.com/TBA-MR-Oct26.
	In November and December, we will be focusing on immigration. The mitzvot are: loving thy neighbor and helping the stranger. We will be kicking off our Light One Candle Donation program, and we are excited that we will be supporting gifts of toys and books this year. More details to follow in next month’s bulletin, so please keep an eye out for it. We are in the process of planning other things for the fall as well and will be letting you know about them, so check out the weekly e-blast as well.
	If you would like to join Tikkun Olam, please let me know at Tikkunolam@tba-ny.org or call the office. TBA is a caring community so please, get involved with Tikkun Olam.
	Audrey Gelfand
	Tikkun Olam Chairperson
	Thank you to everyone who supported the
	backpack drive.
	We filled 30 backpacks and even have some supplies left over for next year.
	A great success!
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	Adult Education
	Torah Study
	Wednesdays, 10:00am-11:00am, in Person and via Zoom
	Mah Jongg
	Mondays, 1:00pm-4:00pm, in Person
	Second and Fourth Wednesdays, 6:45pm-8:45pm, in Person
	Canasta
	Wednesdays, 1:00pm-3:00pm, in Person


	TBA Book Clubs
	Books@Night
	Books & More
	Tuesday, November 10 at 7:00pm
	Mrs. Lilienblum’s Cloud Factory
	by Iddo Gefen
	Moderated by Kimberly Marcus
	Friday, November 13 at 10:00am
	The Anatomy of Exile
	by Zeeva Bukai
	Moderated by Linda Gerstman
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	October 7 Commemorations
	October 7 at TBA
	11:00am and 6:45pm
	Join The Israel Committee and Clergy as we  gather together to commemorate October 7. We will honor those who were lost, stand in solidarity with Israel, and come together as a community in reflection, remembrance,
	and hope.
	Please RSVP to IsraelCommittee@tba-ny.org
	PLEASE JOIN US



	WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY-WIDE GATHERING
	To Remember October 7th
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	Thank you to all the TBA members who  helped make our services run smoothly by ushering. If we missed anyone, we sincerely apologize.
	Allison Fine
	Scott Freiman
	Audrey Gelfand

	Dave Greenspoon
	Jen Greenspoon
	Rebecca Greller
	Howard Jacobowitz
	Sharon Kirschner
	Robin Kolodzinski
	Tracy Ostroff

	Aram Peers
	Jerry Peers
	Patti Potash
	Michael Povman
	Loren Ratner
	Bernice Rogowitz
	Jessica Ross
	Liz Ross
	Brian Schneider
	Nava Sherman-Vaisberg
	Noah Stein
	Richard Stern
	Stacy Ziluck
	Joel Zive



	The Board of Trustees thanks all of the clergy, volunteers, and staff who ensured our High Holy Day Services ran smoothly.  We appreciate those who lead us, uplifted us and, guided us.  Thank you for your tireless support.
	Thank you to our Sukkah builders and decorators:
	Luis Aguilar
	Marc Fishberger
	Kira Gleit
	Sharon Kirschner
	Don Kumka
	Kimberly Marcus
	Mark Mishler
	Aram Peers
	Jerry Peers
	Marla Peers
	Lyanna Perlowitz
	Phil Rothenberg
	Alan Struth
	Jaime Valencia
	PLEASE SIGN UP:

	$36.00 PER FAMILY HELPS OFFSET COSTS
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	TBA FAMILY
	THE FOLLOWING EVENTS REFLECT THE KNOWN SORROWS AND SIMCHAS OF OUR TBA FAMILY SINCE OUR LAST PUBLICATION:
	CONDOLENCES TO:
	Donna Goldsmith, Melissa, Kim (Jon), Keith, and Kira Goldsmith on the death of their husband and father, James (Jim) Goldsmith.
	The family of Joyce Braun Redl, daughter of longtime members of Temple Beth Abraham Janet z"l and Norman Braun z"l.

	REFUAH SHLEIMAH TO:
	Ruda Klein
	Roy Solomon

	MAZEL TOV TO:
	Marvin and Ruda Klein on the birth of their great grandchild, Mila Rose Bonné, daughter of  Walter and Arianna Bonné
	Joyce and Michael Maron on the birth of their granddaughter Shea Collette Yellin, daughter of Allie (Maron) and Seth Yellin
	Jennifer and Michael Povman on the engagement of their son, Benjy to Mia Cohen
	Ira and Randi Schochet on the engagement of their son, Nathaniel to Rhea Lynne Guzman


	DONATIONS
	ARZA
	Ann Adenbaum and Alan Schramm
	Jim and Pam Barkley
	Rodgin and Barbara Cohen
	Leslie Danon and Steven Frind
	Jonathan Gleit and Kimberly Marcus
	Bruce and Deena Goldsmith
	Naomi Gross
	Robert and Marcia Klein
	Mark Mishler and Cynthia Barr-Pfeffer
	Jerry and Marla Peers
	Phil Rothenberg
	Robert Rubenstein and Elsa Shapiro Rubenstein
	Sandra Sadove
	Pearl Ann Schwartz
	David Shipman and Alina Gouller
	Alan and Larissa Surchin
	CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
	Diane Kaplan in memory of Ruth Biloon
	Barry and Jennifer Kratz with gratitude to  Cantor Fogelman and Cantor Golberg
	Ken and Allison Samuels in memory of          Linda Samuels

	CARING COMMITTEE
	Phyllis Saphra in memory of Joanne Solomon
	Jared and Amy Zerman in memory of          Pauline Levin

	ENDOWMENT FUND
	Estelle Fishberger
	Harryette Helsel in memory of Essie Helsel
	Linda Shulman in honor of Rabbi David and Renée Holtz on the marriage of Holly to Soledad
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	DONATIONS
	FRAN FRIEDMAN FUND FOR THE ENRICHMENT OF CHILDREN
	Michael Friedman in memory of Fran Friedman
	Amy Helsel and Jeremy Swerling in memory of Fran Friedman

	HANNAH T. LEVY FUND
	Ann Adenbaum and Alan Schramm
	Rodgin and Barbara Cohen
	Leslie Danon and Steven Frind
	Jonathan Gleit and Kimberly Marcus
	Bruce and Deena Goldsmith
	Naomi Gross
	Robert and Marcia Klein
	Paul Levy and Loren Ratner
	Mark Mishler and Cynthia Barr-Pfeffer
	Robert Rubenstein and Elsa Shapiro Rubenstein
	Sandra Sadove
	Pearl Ann Schwartz
	David Shipman and Alina Gouller
	Alan and Larissa Surchin

	HIGH HOLY DAY APPEAL
	Donna and Richard Fleming
	Ben and Audrey Gelfand
	Cantor Margot and Barry Goldberg
	Bruce and Deena Goldsmith
	Laura Hamburg
	Andrea Moskowitz
	Kate Press
	Phil Rothenberg
	Steve and Roberta Rothkin
	Jessica Ruben and Justin Rispler
	Robert Rubenstein and Elsa Shapiro Rubenstein
	Arlene and Stephen Simms
	Barbara Steiner
	Kenan and Sarah Stern

	HIGH HOLY DAY CONTRIBUTIONS
	Samuel Benhayoun
	Saara Gallin
	Steven and Risa Goldberg
	Susan Kronish Grotenstein
	Rich and Marianne Isaacson
	Robert and Marcia Klein
	Renée Rozenberg
	Robert Rubenstein and Elsa Shapiro Rubenstein
	Michael Savitsky
	MEMORIAL PLAQUES
	Dave and Jen Greenspoon in memory of       Albert Greenspoon
	Barry and Jennifer Kratz in memory of         Arleen Kratz
	Abby and John Pollitt in memory of Sonya Edleson and Jack Edleson
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	DONATIONS
	ONEG FUND
	David and Ina Bearak Helfand in honor of Ina’s 87th birthday
	For the Rosh Hashanah oneg:
	Steven and Judith Balsan
	Ida Doctor
	David Frank and Bernice Rogowitz
	Joseph and Nancy Frank
	Saara Gallin
	Bruce and Deena Goldsmith
	Jonathan and Rebecca Greller
	Susan Kronish Grotenstein
	Howard Jacobowitz and Patti Potash
	Sharon Kirschner
	Neil Klein and Susanne Jones
	Robin Kolodzinski
	Ellen and Avi Mittelman
	Dan Nienaltow and Liza Karsten
	Jennifer and Michael Povman
	Robert Rubenstein and Elsa Shapiro Rubenstein
	Stacy Sadove and Richard Zbeda
	Linda Shulman
	Eric and Jennifer Siegel
	Janice Smolowitz
	Barbara Steiner
	Kenan and Sarah Stern

	PINCUS RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
	Judy Pincus in loving memory of Kate and Harry Pincus, Joan and Sherman Pincus, and Marilyn and Eugene Carrigan


	RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
	Amy Bohrer in loving memory of Jim Goldsmith
	Barry and Jennifer Kratz with gratitude to      Rabbi Holtz and Rabbi Vaisberg
	Jay Leon in loving memory of Joanne Solomon
	Howard and Stephanie Paul in memory of          Jim Goldsmith
	Karen and Ashley Slutskin Solomon

	TEMPLE FUND
	Herb and Melissa Baer in memory of                Jim Goldsmith
	Herb and Melissa Baer in memory of              Joanne Solomon
	Elliott Barish in memory of Ruth Biloon
	Carole Eagle in memory of Sidney Eagle
	Eva Fischer in memory of James Goldsmith
	Harold Gross in memory of Lori Gross
	David and Ina Bearak Helfand
	Sharon Kirschner in memory of Joanne Solomon
	Sharon Kirschner in memory of Jim Goldsmith
	Don Kumka and Jane Silverman in memory of         Jim Goldsmith
	Don Kumka and Jane Silverman in memory of Joanne Solomon
	Phyllis Mandel in memory of Joseph Mandel
	Phyllis Mandel in memory of Samuel Rudich
	Linda Shulman in memory of Sheldon Manspeizer
	Marilyn Shulman in memory of Joanne Solomon
	Moshe Sukenik and Nan Kurzman In honor of Audrey and Ben Gelfand
	Carol and Bradley Wank in memory of                E. Marvin Geiger and Laura Wank
	Keith and Debra Weintraub in memory of   Joanne Solomon
	Alan and Renee Winters in memory of Ruth Biloon

	Deadlines for upcoming issues:
	October 5 for November, 2026
	November 8 for December, 2026

	LEAVES FOR LIFE CYCLE EVENTS ON OUR TREE OF LIFE
	Our synagogue is proud to possess the Etz Chaim, our Tree of Life. This original sculpture by the noted synagogue artist, Sanford Werfel, is permanently displayed Inthe Temple Beth Abraham lobby. The branches of the tree contaInleaves that may be inscribed to highlight or commemorate such joyous events as births, weddings, anniversaries, b-mitzvot, graduations or simply to honor parents, family, or friends. Share your happy occasions by inscribing your family simchas on our synagogue’s Tree of Life as a permanent dedication to the meaningful and happy events that touch the lives of our community. Please note that the creation of a leaf may take up to 8 weeks.
	PLEASE PRINT THE INSCRIPTION EXACTLY AS YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR
	Maximum of 5 lines of text (24 characters per line, including spaces)
	Contributed by: ___________________________________________                   Phone Number ________________________
	Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________
	Amount Enclosed:  $____________________
	Please make checks payable to: Temple Beth Abraham
	25 Leroy Avenue, Tarrytown, NY 10591



